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Existing Visual Amenity
Property Description: Crowber consists of a row of small traditional cottages, which now appear to be in single occupancy. They comprise a low single 
storey, with the building nestled into the hill slope. Crowber sits on the western coastal edge of the island of Eday, within an area of farmland defined 
as Inclined Coastal Pasture LCT. The farm fields of improved pasture or arable, combined with the absence of trees or scrub, ensure the landscape is 
kept open. This means there is little shelter from the strong westerly and south-westerly winds that often affect this exposed western coast.  Access to 
the property is gained via the track off the minor coastal road. Outbuildings lie to the east of the property and a low wall encloses the garden grounds 
to the north.

Views from interior of property: The principal orientation of the property is to the south, with views overlooking the western coastal edge of Eday 
towards Greenan Nev. The squat structure of the cottages combined with the small openings for windows, will moderate the influence that these 
views of the coast will have on residents within the interior spaces.  There are also windows in the northern elevation, looking out over the small 
garden grounds to the coastal edge beyond. There are no windows in the short gable walls on the western and eastern elevations.  

Views from access: The access to the house approaches from the east and affords views west across the Sound of Faray to the northern end of the 
island of Faray, albeit with open views occurring in all directions, including along the western coast of Eday and north-west to Westray.
 
Views from garden grounds: A small garden comprising low grasses and enclosed by low stone walling, sits to the north of the cottages. While the low 
cottage affords some shelter, this outdoor space forms part of the wider open and exposed coastal landscape. While views open up in all directions, it 
is likely that the nearby island of Faray forms the main focus.

Step 3 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects
•	 Magnitude of change: Medium-high
•	 Significance of effect: Significant

The wireline representative of the view from this property, shows that all six turbines will be readily visible at a distance of approximately 1.99km in 
the sector between the west and south-west. As the principal orientation of the property is to the south, with an outlook also to the north, but not 
to the west, where the Proposed Development would be located, there will be limited change in respect of views from within the property. There 
would, however, be a notable change in views residents experience from the access track and garden grounds. The alignment of the access track, 
west towards the Proposed Development means that it will appear as a prominent feature in the views of residents approaching the property.  The 
openness of the garden means that the Proposed Development will be readily visible in the sector between the west and south-west, with all six 
turbines seen set on the small island of Faray.  The magnitude of change rating is prevented from being rated high owing to the absence of visibility 
that will be experienced from the interior of the property, as well as the separation distance of almost 2 km from the access track and garden, which 
will mean that the Proposed Development will be seen as a prominent feature, albeit within a wider context of moorland hills in the hinterland 
of the island, coast to the north and south, and more distant islands in the background. It is the influence of this wider context that will, to some 
extent, moderate the influence of the Proposed Development. On balance, the magnitude of change to visual amenity arising from the Proposed 
Development is assessed as medium-high and the visual effect is assessed as Significant. 

Step 4 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects / Threshold Judgement
The effect of the Proposed Development on the residential visual amenity experienced at this property is not considered to have reached the 
Residential Visual Amenity Threshold, due the medium-high magnitude of change on views from the property, which is not in the upper most ‘High’ 
magnitude range required for the Residential Visual Amenity Threshold. 

X
X X XX

X

Step 2 Evaluation of Baseline Visual Amenity



OS Grid Reference:

No. of blade tips theoretically visible:
No. of hubs theoretically visible:
Distance to nearest visible turbine:
Horizontal field of view:

Faray Wind Farm | Residential Visual Amenity Assessment Property No. 2: Lesshamar

0 10.5 km

0 0.10.05 km

X 355164
Y 1037058
6
6
1.84km
38.58°

Data Source: Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics, CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS User
Community  © Crown copyright and database rights 2020 Ordnance Survey 0100031673 and 0100021621.
© Crown copyright and database rights 2020 OS 0100031673, © Improvement and Development Agency for Local Government copyright and database
rights and contains data created and maintained by Scottish Local Government 2020.

Property description:

Farmhouse

Detached

Semi Detached Stone Built
Brick Built

Rendered
Timber-clad Garage(s)

1 Storey
1.5 Storey

2 Storey
ConservatoryTerraced

Outbuildings
Farmyard

Front Garden Rear Garden
Side Gardens

Existing Visual Amenity
Property Description: Lesshamar is a long and low traditional cottage, with out-buildings surrounding. The property sits on the west coast of Eday, 
inset approximately 70m from the low cliffs set along the shoreline. This narrow coastal strip is classified as Inclined Coastal Pasture LCT, with 
Moorland Hills LCT forming enclosure to the east and the Whaleback Island LCT of Faray set beyond Faray Sound to the west. The farm fields of 
improved pasture or arable, combined with the absence of trees or scrub, ensure the landscape is kept open. This means there is little shelter from 
the strong westerly and south-westerly winds that often affect this exposed western coast.  Access to the property is gained via the track off the minor 
coastal road. Outbuildings lie to the west and east of the property and a low wall encloses the garden grounds to the north.

Views from interior of property: The principal orientation of the property is to the south, with views overlooking the western coastal edge of Eday 
towards Greenan Nev. The squat structure of the cottages combined with the small openings for windows, will moderate the influence that these 
views of the coast will have on residents within the interior spaces.  There are also windows in the northern elevation, looking out over the small 
garden grounds to the coastal edge beyond. There are no windows in the short gable walls on the western and eastern elevations, with outbuildings 
forming some degree of enclosure on both these sides and to the south-west.  

Views from access: The access to the house approaches from the east and affords views west across the Sound of Faray to the northern end of the 
island of Faray, albeit with open views occurring in all directions, including along the western coast of Eday and north-west to Westray.
 
Views from garden grounds: A small garden, comprising low grasses and partially enclosed by low stone walling, sits to the north of the property. 
While the low cottage affords some shelter, this outdoor space forms part of the wider open and exposed coastal landscape. While views from the 
garden open up in all directions, it is likely that the nearby island of Faray forms the main focus.

Step 3 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects
•	 Magnitude of change: Medium-high
•	 Significance of effect: Significant

The wireline representative of the view from this property, shows that all six turbines will be readily visible at a distance of approximately 1.84km 
in the sector towards the west. As the principal orientation of the property is to the south, with an outlook also to the north, but not to the west, 
where the Proposed Development would be located, there will be limited change in respect of views from within the property. There would, however, 
be a notable change in views residents experience from the access track and garden grounds. The alignment of the access track, west towards the 
Proposed Development means that it will appear as a prominent feature in the views of residents approaching the property.  The openness of the 
garden means that the Proposed Development will be readily visible in the sector to the west, with all six turbines seen set on the small island of Faray.  
The magnitude of change rating is prevented from being rated high owing to the absence of visibility that will be experienced from the interior of the 
property, as well as the separation distance of 1.84km from the access track and garden, which will mean that the Proposed Development will be seen 
as a prominent feature, albeit within a wider context of moorland hills in the hinterland of the island, coast to the north and south, and more distant 
islands in the background. It is the influence of this wider context that will, to some extent, moderate the influence of the Proposed Development. 
On balance, the magnitude of change to visual amenity arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-high and the visual effect is 
assessed as Significant. 

Step 4 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects / Threshold Judgement
The effect of the Proposed Development on the residential visual amenity experienced at this property is not considered to have reached the 
Residential Visual Amenity Threshold, due the medium-high magnitude of change on views from the property, which is not in the upper most ‘High’ 
magnitude range required for the Residential Visual Amenity Threshold. 
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Existing Visual Amenity
Property description: North Guith is an ‘L shaped’ property, with a number of surrounding out-buildings. The property sits on the west coast of Eday, 
just south of Greenan Nev and close to the shoreline of the shingle beach. The coastal landscape is characterised by gently sloping landform towards 
the coastal edge and the blanket cover of small to medium fields of improved pasture. To the east, the landform rises to form the low ridgeline of the 
moorland hills, while to the west, views open out across the surrounding seascape, with the island of Faray forming a focal feature within the close-
range. To the south, the coastline cuts away to wrap around the Bay of Newark, while to the north it extends out to the rocky headland of Greenan 
Nev. This is an open and exposed landscape, with a strong maritime influence. Access to the property is gained via the track off the minor coastal road. 
Outbuildings wrap around the property to the north-west and south-west,  and a low wall encloses the garden grounds to the north-west.

Views from interior of property: The principal orientation of the property is to the south-west. The long sides of the ‘L’ shaped property face south-
west and south-east. While views from the south-east side extend across open farmland to Fersness Bay, the enclosure formed  by the immediately 
adjacent out-buildings, largely contain the views from the south-west side. Open views also occur from the shorter north-west and north-east sides of 
the property, these views extending over the adjacent farmland.  

Views from access: The access to the property is taken from the minor, coastal road and follows an approximate 300m length track in a south-westerly 
direction. While the direct alignment of this view is towards the headland at Fers Ness, the openness of the surrounding landscape means that much 
wider views are experienced, with the main draw being across the coastal edge, and include the island of Faray within the sector between the north-
west and south. 
 
Views from garden grounds: There is a walled garden on the north-western side of the outbuildings. While there is some containment from the 
outbuildings, perimeter wall and low scrub contained within, the garden is relatively open and views can be experienced in almost every direction, 
with a focus on Fers Ness to the south-west, but also including the island of Faray.

Step 3 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects
•	 Magnitude of change: Medium-high
•	 Significance of effect: Significant

The wireline representative of the view from this property, shows that all six turbines will be readily visible at a distance of approximately 1.64km in 
the sector towards the west. While the principal orientation of the property is to the south-west, and the Proposed Development will be situated to 
the west, the close proximity of the outbuildings to the south-west and north-west, will mean that it is unlikely that the Proposed Development will 
be visible from the interior of the property. This means that there will be little or no change to the views of residents from within the property. There 
would, however, be a notable change in views residents experience from the access track and garden grounds. Although the alignment of the access 
track is south-west, the openness of the landscape means that the Proposed Development, seen in views towards the west will appear as a prominent 
feature in the views of residents approaching the property. The openness of the garden means that the Proposed Development will be readily visible 
in the sector to the west, with all six turbines seen set on the small island of Faray.  The magnitude of change rating is prevented from being rated high 
owing to the absence of visibility that will be experienced from the interior of the property, as well as the separation distance of approximately 1.4 to 
1.6km from the access track and garden, which will mean that the Proposed Development will be seen as a prominent feature, albeit within a wider 
context of moorland hills in the hinterland of the island, coast to the north and south, and more distant islands in the background. It is the influence 
of this wider context that will, to some extent, moderate the influence of the Proposed Development. On balance, the magnitude of change to visual 
amenity arising from the Proposed Development is assessed as medium-high and the visual effect is assessed as Significant. 

Step 4 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects / Threshold Judgement
The effect of the Proposed Development on the residential visual amenity experienced at this property is not considered to have reached the 
Residential Visual Amenity Threshold, due to the medium-high magnitude of change on views from the property, which is not in the upper most ‘High’ 
magnitude range required to reach the Residential Visual Amenity Threshold. 
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Existing Visual Amenity
Property description: Mid Guith is a recently constructed, modern property with a detached garage. The property sits on the west coast of Eday, 
to the south-east of Greenan Nev and inset approximately 150m from the coastal edge. The coastal landscape is characterised by gently sloping 
landform towards the coastal edge and the blanket cover of small to medium fields of improved pasture. To the east, the landform rises to form the 
low ridgeline of the moorland hills, while to the west, views open out across the surrounding seascape, with the island of Faray forming a focal feature 
within the close-range. To the south, the coastline cuts away to wrap around the Bay of Newark, and the wider Fersness Bay. This is an open and 
exposed landscape, with a strong maritime influence. Access to the property is gained via the track off the minor coastal road. The house and garage 
sit on an area of hardstanding, with a small patch of grass to the north, and all enclosed by a post and wire fence.

Views from interior of property: The property is rectangular in plan with the principal orientation being south-south-east. Views from the interior 
of the property look over the Bay of Newark and along the western coast of Eday to the Bay of Doomy. From the opposite aspect to the north-north-
west, the views will be largely contained by the landform that rises up from Greenan Nev. There does not appear to be any windows on the west-
south-west and east-north-east gable end walls.

Views from access: The access to the property is taken from the minor coastal road and follows an approximate 130m length driveway in a south-
westerly direction. While the direct alignment of this view is towards the headland at Fers Ness, the openness of the surrounding landscape means 
that much wider views are experienced, with the main draw being across the coastal edge, within the sector between the north-west and south. 
 
Views from garden grounds: The garden grounds comprise the areas of hardstanding around the house and the garage and the small patch of grass to 
the north. While there is some containment from the property and garage, the garden is relatively open and views can be experienced in almost every 
direction.

Step 3 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects
•	 Magnitude of change: Medium-high
•	 Significance of effect: Significant

The wireline representative of the view from this property, shows that all six turbines will be readily visible at a distance of approximately 1.89km in 
the sector towards the west. With views from the property occurring to the south-south-west and north-north-east, and the Proposed Development 
situated to the west, it is unlikely that direct views of the Proposed Development will be experienced from the interior spaces. This means that the 
views of residents from within the property will remain largely unchanged. There would, however, be a notable change in views residents experience 
from the access track and garden grounds. Although the alignment of the access track is south-west, the openness of the landscape means that 
the Proposed Development, seen in views towards the west will appear as a prominent feature in the views of people approaching the property. 
The openness of the garden means that the Proposed Development will be readily visible in the sector to the west, with all six turbines seen set on 
the small island of Faray.  The magnitude of change rating is prevented from being rated high owing to the general absence of visibility that will be 
experienced from the interior of the property, as well as the separation distance of 1.89km from the access track and garden, which will mean that 
the Proposed Development will be seen as a prominent feature, albeit within a wider context of moorland hills in the hinterland of the island, coast 
to the north and south, and more distant islands in the background. It is the influence of this wider context that will, to some extent, moderate the 
influence of the Proposed Development. On balance, the magnitude of change to visual amenity arising from the Proposed Development is assessed 
as medium-high and the visual effect is assessed as Significant. 

Step 4 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects / Threshold Judgement
The effect of the Proposed Development on the residential visual amenity experienced at this property is not considered to have reached the 
Residential Visual Amenity Threshold, due to the medium-high magnitude of change on views from the property, which is not in the upper most ‘High’ 
magnitude range required to reach the Residential Visual Amenity Threshold. 
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Existing Visual Amenity
Property description: Bestonhall is a traditional single storey, stone built farm house. The property sits on the west coast of Eday, to the south-east 
of Greenan Nev and inset approximately 80m from the coastal edge where a shingly beach occurs. The coastal landscape is characterised by gently 
sloping landform towards the coastal edge and the blanket cover of small to medium fields of improved pasture. To the east, the landform rises to 
form the low ridgeline of the moorland hills, while to the west, views open out across the surrounding seascape, with the island of Faray forming a 
focal feature within the close-range. To the south, the coastline cuts away to wrap around the Bay of Newark, and the wider Fersness Bay. This is an 
open and exposed landscape, with a strong maritime influence. Access to the property is gained via the track off the minor coastal road. The house 
and outbuildings form a small cluster, with the farmhouse to the west and the outbuildings to the north and east.

Views from interior of property: The property has a number of facades, with the ENE facade facing in towards the farmyard, the SSE facade facing 
over the garden towards Fersness Bay and the WSW facade faces over the Sound of Faray to the southern tip of Faray. Views from the interior of the 
property present a range of different aspects. There does not appear to be any windows on the NNW aspect.

Views from access: The access to the property is taken from the minor coastal road and follows an approximate 60m length driveway in a westerly 
direction. While the direct alignment of this view is towards the southern end of the island of Faray, the openness of the surrounding landscape means 
that much wider views are experienced, with views extending across the sector between the north-west and south. 
 
Views from garden grounds: The garden grounds comprise a small grassed area on the SSE aspect of the building, which is contained by a low stone 
wall. The areas of hardstanding around the house and the garage and the small patch of grass to the north. While there is some containment from the 
property and outbuildings to the north, the garden is relatively open and views can be experienced in almost every direction.

Step 3 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects
•	 Magnitude of change: Medium-high
•	 Significance of effect: Significant

The wireline representative of the view from this property, shows that all six turbines will be readily visible at a distance of approximately 2.01km in 
the sector towards the west. With views from the property occurring to the west-south-west, there is the possibility that the Proposed Development 
may be visible from this aspect of the house. These views will mainly focus on the proposed turbines in the southern part of Faray, albeit seen within 
a wider view of seascape and islands. Views from the other aspects of the property will remain largely unchanged. There would, however, be a more 
notable change in views residents experience from the access track and garden grounds. The Proposed Development, will be seen in views towards 
the west and will appear as a prominent feature in the views of people approaching the property from the minor coastal road to the east. The 
openness of the garden means that the Proposed Development will be readily visible in the sector to the west, with all six turbines seen set on the 
small island of Faray.  The magnitude of change rating is prevented from being rated high owing to the separation distance of 2.01km from the access 
track and garden, which will mean that the Proposed Development will be seen as a prominent feature, albeit within a wider context of moorland hills 
in the hinterland of the island, coast to the north and south, and more distant islands in the background. It is the influence of this wider context that 
will, to some extent, moderate the influence of the Proposed Development. On balance, the magnitude of change to visual amenity arising from the 
Proposed Development is assessed as medium-high and the visual effect is assessed as Significant. 

Step 4 Assessment of Residential (Visual) Amenity Effects / Threshold Judgement
The effect of the Proposed Development on the residential visual amenity experienced at this property is not considered to have reached the 
Residential Visual Amenity Threshold, due to the medium-high magnitude of change on views from the property, which is not in the upper most ‘High’ 
magnitude range required to reach the Residential Visual Amenity Threshold. 
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