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Site Gazeteer

Site Number 1

Site Name Wass Wick,mound

Type of Site Broch (Iron Age)(Possible)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 341227

Northing 1021965

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description From Canmore Record: 2678

(HY 4120 2198) Brough (NR) (Site of)

OS 6"map, Orkney, 2nd ed.,(1900).

A mound occupying an area about 40 yds square and rising 6 ft on the south and 9 ft on the 

north.

No distinctive structural features are now discernible but the crofter on whose ground it stands 

and who has left it uncultivated, states that there are traces of buildings all over it.

RCAHMS 1946.

Mound, as described. Possibly a broch.

Resurveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS(RL) 6 June 1967.

Publication Account (2002)

Euan W Mackie Broch Corpus 1

HY42 5 WASS WICK

HY/401220

Possible broch in Evie and Rendall, on marshy ground close to the shore. No clear traces were 

seen in 1928, but a local informant said there were traces of buildings all over the area [2].

Sources: 1. OS card HY 42 SW 10: 2. RCAHMS 1946, 2, no. 269, 80.

E W MacKie 2002

References

MacKie, E W. (2002b) The roundhouses, brochs and wheelhouses of Atlantic Scotland c. 

700BC - AD500: architecture and material culture Part 1 - The Orkney and Shetland Isles, BAR 

British Series 342. Oxford. Page(s): 245 RCAHMS Shelf Number: E.9.1.MAC

RCAHMS. (1946) The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

Twelfth report with an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v. 

Edinburgh. Page(s): 80, No.269 RCAHMS Shelf Number: A.1.1.INV/12

Canmore Number: 2678
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Site Number 2

Site Name Knowe of Lyron, mound 120m WNW of Lyron Cottage

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 338632

Northing 1019633

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is the remains of a burial mound dating probably to the Bronze Age (between 

about 2000 and 800 BC). The monument is visible as an upstanding, circular grass-covered 

earthen mound. It survives to a height of approximately 1m and now measures up to 25m in 

diameter, but it has been spread by ploughing and was probably smaller in size originally. It 

occupies low-lying agricultural land at around 15m above OD, 1.4km NW of the coast at Bay of 

Isbister. The monument was first scheduled in 1939, but the documentation did not meet 

modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The scheduled area is circular on plan and measures 36m in diameter. It includes the remains 

described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 

construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the 

accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to our understanding of funerary and burial practice in the Bronze Age. Burial mounds and 

earthen barrows form an important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age 

landscape, and provide evidence for the major social and economic changes which took place 

during this period. The Knowe of Lyron is a barrow of larger than average size. Although spread 

by ploughing, the mound retains its field characteristics to a marked degree and is a significant 

example of its type. Excavation of similar sites elsewhere in Orkney demonstrates that the 

Knowe of Lyron has high potential to contain one or more burials and associated features, such 

as the remains of funeral pyres or mortuary structures. Orkney's barrows are unusual in 

Scotland, and important within a British context, as the majority are earthen mounds as 

opposed to stone-built cairns. The Bronze Age period saw a move away from the construction 

of large monumental structures housing communal burials over an extended timeframe, 

towards more dispersed communities and individual burial in barrows and barrow cemeteries. 

The significance of the Knowe of Lyron is enhanced by its association with a wider landscape of 

Bronze Age burial monuments located N of the Bay of Isbister and elsewhere in Rendall. Our 

understanding of the dating, form, function and distribution of Bronze Age barrows would be 

diminished if this monument were to be lost or damaged.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY31NE6.

References

Downes, J 1995, 'Linga Fold', Current Archaeology, 142, 396-399.

Downes, J 1997, The Orkney Barrows Project survey results and management strategy. 

Unpublished report to Historic Scotland. ARCUS, University of Sheffield.

Canmore Number:
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RCAHMS 1946, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

Twelfth report with an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v 

Edinburgh p 84, No. 286.

Towrie, S 2013, The Knowes o' Trotty, http://www.orkneyjar.com/history/knowestrotty/> 

[accessed August 2013].

Site Number 3

Site Name Seven Knowes, mounds

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 339285

Northing 1020724

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of seven barrows dating from the Bronze Age (between 

2000 and 800 BC). The barrows are visible as a tight cluster of sub-circular, low, turf-covered 

earthen mounds, all contained within an area of 0.06 hectares. The mounds vary in size from 

5m to 9m in diameter and stand between 0.2m and 0.4m in height. The monument occupies 

sloping ground on the SW face of Hackland Hill at around 35m above OD. The monument was 

first scheduled in 1936, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present 

rescheduling rectifies this.

The scheduled area is rectangular on plan, measuring 53m SW to NE and 40m transversely. The 

scheduled area includes the remains described above and an area around them within which 

evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and abandonment is expected to 

survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to understanding of burial and funerary practices in Bronze Age Orkney. Earthen barrows form 

an important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age landscape, and 

provide evidence for the major social and economic changes which took place during this 

period. Seven Knowes is particularly notable because it comprises a tight cluster of seven 

barrows of smaller than average size, which makes it an unusual barrow cemetery. Excavation 

has demonstrated high levels of preservation of mortuary structures and burials, as well as the 

presence of pottery and stone tools, which may have symbolised connections between life and 

death. The significance of Seven Knowes is enhanced by its association with other barrow 

mounds and Bronze Age sites on marginal land nearby. Our understanding of the form, 

function and distribution of Bronze Age barrows in Orkney would be diminished if this 

monument were to be lost or damaged.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY32SE 8.

References

Downes, J 1997, The Orkney Barrows Project survey results and management strategy. 

Unpublished report to Historic Scotland. ARCUS, University of Sheffield.

Canmore Number: 2247
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Downes, J 1998, 'Seven Knowes, Glitterpitten (Evie & Rendall parish), survey and excavation of 

burial mounds', Discovery Excav Scot, 70.

Downes, J 1999, 'Orkney Barrows Project', Current Archaeology, 165, 324-327.

RCAHMS 1946, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

Twelfth report with an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v 

Edinburgh, 82, no 279.

Towrie, S 2013, 'The Knowes o' Trotty', http://www.orkneyjar.com/history/knowestrotty/> 

[accessed August 2013].

Site Number 4

Site Name Black Knowe, mound 470m N of Lower Cottascarth

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 336955

Northing 1019879

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is the remains of a barrow dating probably to the Bronze Age (between about 

2000 and 800 BC). The barrow is visible as an upstanding, circular turf-covered earthen mound, 

measuring 16m in diameter and surviving to a height of 2m. The top of the mound has been 

disturbed in antiquity and a stone cist was found here in 1849. A number of stone slabs are 

visible near the central hollow of the mound, but it is uncertain if these are in their original 

context. The monument is located on low-lying land at the edge of farmland and moorland at 

around 50m above OD. There are hills behind it to the W and NW, but it has open views to the 

E towards the Bay of Isbister and Wide Firth. The monument was first scheduled in 1949, but 

the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is circular on plan and measures 36m in diameter. It includes the remains 

described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 

construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the 

accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of all post-

and-wire fences to allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant 

contribution to our understanding of funerary and burial practice in the Bronze Age. Earthen 

barrows form an important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age 

landscape, and provide evidence for the major social and economic changes which took place 

during this period. Black Knowe is a barrow of larger than average size. Although disturbed in 

antiquity, the barrow mound retains its field characteristics to a marked degree and is a 

significant example of its type. Excavation of similar sites elsewhere in Orkney demonstrates 

that Black Knowe has the potential to contain one or more burials and associated features, 

such as the remains of funeral pyres or mortuary structures. Orkney's barrows are unusual in 

Scotland, and important within a British context, as the majority are earthen mounds as 

opposed to stone-built cairns. The significance of Black Knowe is enhanced by its association 

with a wider landscape of Bronze Age burial monuments located on marginal land N of the 

coast at Bay of Isbister in Orkney Mainland. Our understanding of the dating, form, function 

Canmore Number: 1994
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and distribution of Bronze Age barrows would be diminished if this monument were to be lost 

or damaged.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY31NE 5.

References

Downes, J 1995, 'Linga Fold', Current Archaeology 142, 396-399.

Downes, J 1997, The Orkney Barrows Project survey results and management strategy. 

Unpublished report to Historic Scotland. ARCUS, University of Sheffield.

Moore, H and Wilson, G 1995, 'Two Orcadian cist burials: excavations at Midskaill, Egilsay and 

Linga Fiold, Sandwick', Proc Soc Antiq Scot 125, 237-51.

RCAHMS 1946, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

Twelfth report with an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v, 

Edinburgh, 84, no 287.

Towrie, S 2013, 'The Knowes o' Trotty', http://www.orkneyjar.com/history/knowestrotty/> 

[accessed August 2013].

Site Number 5

Site Name Tingwall, broch and mound 90m W of Tingwall House

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch; settlement (if not assigned to any more specific type

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 340123

Northing 1022874

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises a substantial broch mound with the remains of a surrounding 

rampart to the W, together with another circular mound some 40m to the ENE. The broch 

mound dates probably from the Iron Age (between about 600 BC and AD 400). The origin and 

date of the mound to the E is unclear, but both it and the adjacent broch mound may have 

formed part of a 'thing' site (assembly place) in the Norse period. The monument stands 10m 

above sea level on the S side of a deeply eroded gully containing an unnamed burn which flows 

into Tingwall harbour some 150m to the ENE. The monument was first scheduled in 1938, but 

the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present amendment rectifies this.

The broch mound is grass-grown, roughly circular in shape, measuring about 20m in diameter 

and standing around 2.3m in height. It sits on an irregular platform which has hollows derived 

from quarrying around the S and W sides. Stones and possible structural stonework are visible 

SW of the main mound and in the hollows, suggesting the location of external buildings 

associated with the broch. Masonry fragments were visible in the earlier 20th century and 

were considered to represent stone buildings of considerable extent and complexity. The 

rampart encircling the W side of the broch is represented by a stone and earth bank spread up 

to 4m wide and standing 1m high. A small archaeological trench excavated on the N slope of 

the broch mound revealed stone paving, interpreted as the floor of a structure lying outside 

the main broch tower. The mound to the E lies at the ENE end of a low natural ridge extending 

Canmore Number: 2689
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between and conjoining the two features. This second mound measures about 15m in 

diameter and is not as high as the broch mound. The Old Norse place-name 'Thing-völlr' 

(meaning 'thing-field': now Tingwall) first occurs in the 12th-century Orkneyinga Saga and was 

also recorded by the Ordnance Survey in 1879-80.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 

abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map.

 

Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it can make a significant addition to our 

understanding of the past, in particular of Iron Age society and economy in Orkney and the 

function, use and development of brochs. The broch mound is large and impressive and, 

although it has seen some disturbance, the lower courses of the broch are expected to survive 

in good condition. The mound is expected to contain the remains of numerous structural 

features typical of brochs, including intramural stairs and cells, together with buried deposits 

rich in occupation debris, artefacts and palaeoenvironmental evidence. In addition, there is 

good evidence for the presence of stone structures outside the broch tower, in the form of 

visible remains, historic accounts of the site and the findings of a small archaeological test pit 

that revealed a well-preserved paved floor. The broch mound also has the potential to inform 

our knowledge about the use of such sites subsequently, perhaps showing that the site 

continued to be a societal focal point in the Norse and later periods. Specifically, it can enhance 

our understanding of Viking and Norse 'thing' sites, of which very few potential examples have 

been identified in Orkney. The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our ability to 

appreciate and understand the development, use and re-use of brochs, the placing and 

function of brochs and related settlement types within the landscape and the nature of Iron 

Age society, economy and social hierarchy, both in Orkney and further afield. Loss of the 

monument would also significantly diminish our ability to understand the organisation and 

functioning of 'thing' sites in Orkney and governance in the Norse period.

 

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS record the site as HY42SW 3.

References

Ballin Smith, B 1994 Howe: four millennia of Orkney prehistory excavations 1978-1982, 

Edinburgh.

Card, N, 1999 Excavations at Tingwall Broch, Evie, Orkney, 1999 , Orkney Archaeological Trust 

unpubl rep.

Gibbon, S J, 2012 Orkney s Things , in Owen, O (ed) Things in the Viking World, Shetland 

Heritage and Culture, Lerwick.

RCAHMS, 1946 The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, 

Twelfth Report with an Inventory of the Ancient Monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v, 

Edinburgh, no 268, 80.

Site Number 6

Site Name Midland, burial mound 450m NNE of

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: barrow

NRHE Number
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 339746

Northing 1023664

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of a burial mound or barrow dating probably to the 

Bronze Age (between about 2000 and 800 BC). It is visible as a low, roughly circular, earthen 

mound, which measures approximately 8m in diameter and stands 0.8m high. The burial 

mound is located on the coastal edge at the S end of Wood Wick, a natural bay in the NE of 

Orkney Mainland. It overlooks Gairsay Sound and has fine views to the N over the islands of 

Wyre and Rousay. The monument was first scheduled in 1936, but the documentation did not 

meet modern standards: the present amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is a truncated circle on plan, 20m in diameter, to include the remains 

described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 

construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the 

accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of a post-

and-wire fence to allow for its maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to understanding of funerary practice in the Bronze Age. This example has suffered some 

coastal erosion, but excavation of similar barrows in Orkney has demonstrated that the 

surviving remains have high potential to retain important structural, artefactual and ecofactual 

evidence. Earthen barrows form an important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's 

Bronze Age landscape. Orkney's barrows are unusual in Scotland, and important within a 

British context, because the majority are earthen mounds as opposed to stone-built cairns. 

They provide evidence for the significant changes which took place in society and funerary 

practice in the Bronze Age in Orkney. The significance of this example is enhanced by its 

proximity to the burial mound and settlement at Knowe of Midgarth, 170m to the SE, and 

because of its association with the wider landscape of Bronze Age burial monuments in this 

area of Orkney. Our understanding of the form, function and distribution of Bronze Age 

barrows would be diminished if this monument was to be lost or damaged.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY32SE 7.

ReferencesAshmore, P J 2003, Orkney burials in the first millennium AD . In Downes, J and 

Ritchie, A (eds) 2003, Sea Change: Orkney and Northern Europe in the Later Iron Age, 

Balgavies: Angus, 35.

Downes, J 1994, Excavation of a Bronze Age burial at Mousland, Stromness, Orkney , Proc Soc 

Antiq Scot 124, 151.

Downes, J 1995, Linga Fold , Current Archaeology 142, 396-399.

Downes, J 1997, The Orkney Barrows Project: survey results and management strategy (unpubl 

rep to Historic Scotland: ARCUS, University of Sheffield).

Hedges, M E 1979, The excavation of the Knowes of Quoyscottie, Orkney: a cemetery of the 

early first millenium BC , Proc Soc Antiq Scot 108, 130-55.

RCAHMS, 1946 The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland, 

Twelfth Report with an Inventory of the Ancient Monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v, 

Edinburgh, 82, no 277. Towrie, S 2013, The Knowes o Trotty , 
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http://www.orkneyjar.com/history/knowestrotty/ [accessed August 2013].

Site Number 7

Site Name Knowe of Midgarth, settlement and cairn

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: settlement (if not assigned to any more specific type); sout

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 339856

Northing 1023581

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is a multi-period site comprising a burial cairn dating probably to the Bronze 

Age (between about 2000 and 800 BC), and a later settlement dating probably to the Iron Age 

(between about 800 BC and 500 AD). The monument is situated at the SE edge of a sheltered 

bay at Wood Wick. It lies immediately adjacent to the coast, at around 10m above sea level, 

and has wide views to the E across Gairsay Sound. The monument was originally scheduled in 

1936, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present amendment 

rectifies this.

The settlement is visible as a roughly oval, grass-covered mound measuring around 50m in 

diameter and standing up to 5m high. Two passageways are visible leading into the mound. 

The W passage is around 5m long and leads to two sub-rectangular chambers, one larger than 

the other; the floor level of the smaller one is lower than that of the passageway and reached 

by two steps. Another entrance on the N side reveals a slightly curving passageway extending 

about 10m; and exploratory excavation from the E towards the top of the mound exposed 

walling which may indicate that other passages and chambers are present. RCAHMS recorded a 

third entrance to the SE, and the remains of a hearth on the seashore near the N entrance. The 

cairn is situated 90m ESE of the settlement mound and comprises a grass-covered stony 

mound measuring approximately 12m in diameter and standing up to 1m high.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan. It includes the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 

abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of a field dyke and post-and-wire 

fences to allow for their maintenance.

 

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

significant contribution to our understanding of the past, particularly Iron Age settlement in 

Orkney. The several entrance passageways and chambers indicate that the mound contains a 

complex series of structures, which may have been used for storage (styled by Davidson and 

Henshall as 'a variant souterrain'). It has the potential to improve our understanding of 

different structural types and construction techniques,  as well as changes in settlement types 

over time, particularly when compared with other broadly contemporary settlement types 

across Orkney, notably brochs. The monument also has the potential to inform our 

understanding of the design and construction of prehistoric burial monuments, and the 

changing nature of belief systems and burial practices in Bronze Age Orkney. The multi-period 

nature of the site, the confirmed survival of complex remains, and the presence of an earlier 

burial monument alongside a later settlement, make this a particularly interesting and 

important archaeological site, which can tell us about life and death in prehistoric Orkney. The 

Canmore Number: 2228
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loss of the monument would significantly diminish our ability to appreciate and understand the 

domestic architecture, settlement and society of Iron Age Orkney, and earlier burial practices 

and beliefs during prehistory.

 

References

Bibliography

Other informationRCAHMS records the site as HY32SE 6.

References

Fraser, J 1928 The antiquities of Rendall Parish , Proc Orkney Antiq Soc 6, 70

RCAHMS 1946, The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

Twelfth report with an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v, 

Edinburgh, 82, no 278.

Site Number 8

Site Name Wasswick Battery, coastal battery complex 400m E of Queenamuckle

Type of Site 20th Century Military and Related: Battery; Magazines; Pillbox

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 342273

Northing 1021634

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is the remains of a coastal artillery battery and associated accommodation 

camp, established in 1940 and in use during the Second World War. It is visible as the remains 

of a series of concrete structures. It forms part of a network of coastal batteries built to defend 

the key strategic harbour of Kirkwall. It is located on the coast some 2.3km SE of Tingwall, on 

ground that slopes gently from about 20m above sea level down to the shoreline.

Wasswick Battery was one of three batteries covering the approaches to Kirkwall (the others 

were at Car Ness and Rerwick Head). It overlooks the entrances to the shipping channels of 

Shapinsay Sound to the N and Deer Sound to the SE. The main battery comprises two 12-

pounder gun emplacements, with associated battery observation post and magazine, together 

with three searchlights, two engine rooms, a crew shelter, a gun store and a workshop building.

The scheduling comprises three separate areas, spread over a distance of around 360m E-W by 

170m N-S (maximum), to include the remains described above and areas around them within 

which evidence relating to the monument's construction and use is expected to survive, as 

shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground 

elements of the post-and-wire fences in the area to allow for their maintenance. The 

scheduling extends up to but specifically excludes the modern agricultural shed to the SW of 

the emplacements.

Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

significant addition to our understanding of the past, specifically, the network of defences 

constructed in the Second World War to defend the key strategic harbour at Kirkwall. This is a 

Canmore Number: 269714
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well-preserved example of a coastal battery, showing a wide range of remains of this site type. 

Its significance is enhanced by the presence of rare features, such as the wooden fittings and 

internal decoration. The monument offers considerable potential to study the relationship 

between the various elements of the site, and to enhance our understanding both of the 

Kirkwall defences and the wider defences in place around Orkney and beyond. These 

monumental concrete structures are a tangible and powerful reminder of one of the defining 

events of the 20th century. If this monument was to be lost or damaged, it would significantly 

affect our ability to understand the nature and scale of the efforts made to defend Britain 

against enemy naval threats in the Second World War and diminish the association between 

Orcadians today and those who lived and served in Orkney during the war.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY42SW 20.

ReferencesBrown I 2002, 20th-Century Defences in Britain: an Introductory Guide, Council for 

British Archaeology, York.

Site Number 9

Site Name CROOK

Type of Site Farmhouse

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 340715

Northing 1022273

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description 18th cent. Traditional. Random rubble. Caithness

slates. Skews.

Statement of Special Interest

Belonged to Halcros of Crook.

Canmore Number: 2685

Site Number 12

Site Name WASSWICK BATTERY, NOS. 1, 2 AND 3 SEARCHLIGHTS

Type of Site Searchlight Battery (20th Century)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 342273

Northing 1021645

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Canmore Number: 269714
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Description HY42SW 20.03 42297 21613, 42273 21645 and 42248 21661

Three concrete searchlight platforms situated 300m E of the gun-emplacements, immediately 

above the mean High Water mark and overlooking Eynhallow Sound.

A fourth searchlight platform was noted in the gun record book (PRO WO 192/267) between 

Nos. 2 and 3 searchlight positions (HY 42273 21645 and HY 42248 21661), but this had been 

removed by the time of the vertical air photogrpahs of 1948 (LEU/UK 2, 7061-7062, flown 16 

April 1948) and only a concrete base is visible.

Nothing can be seen on oblique aerial photographs (RCAHMSAP 1997) of the cable trenches 

from the Battery Observation tower (HY42SW 20.01) or the two engine rooms (HY42SW 20.04).

Information from RCAHMS (DE), December 2004

References

Redfern, N I. (1998) Twentieth century fortifications in the United Kingdom, 5 V. V.1 

Introduction and sources; V.2 Site gazetteers: Wales; V.3 Site gazetteers: Northern Ireland; V.4 

& 5 Site gazetteers: Scotland. York. Page(s): 140 RCAHMS Shelf Number: F.6.9.CBA

Site Number 14

Site Name WASSWICK BATTERY, NOS. 1 AND 2 GUNS

Type of Site Coastal Battery (Second World War)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 341962

Northing 1021620

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY42SW 20.00 41971 21602

HY42SW 20.01 HY 41962 21620 and HY 41986 21597 Observation post; Gun-

emplacements; Magazine; Building

HY42SW 20.02 HY 41886 21545 Military Camp

HY42SW 20.03 HY 42297 21613, HY 42273 21645 and HY 42248 21661 Searchlight battery

HY42SW 20.04 HY 42144 21733 and HY 42145 21733 Engine houses

HY42SW 20.05 HY 41792 21515 and c.HY 4178 2152 Pillbox (possible); Building

Two gun emplacements an observation post, magazines, engine room and searchlights.

J Guy 1993; NMRS MS 810/2; WO/192 1267.

A World War II coast battery is situated in a field between the coast at Eynehallow Sound and 

the Gorseness Road 90m E of Queenamuckle farmhouse.

Consisting of two concrete gun-emplacements, observation post, magazine, searchlight 

Canmore Number: 81750
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platforms and engine rooms at the coast and the remains of the accommodation camp. Traces 

of other elements could be seen at the junction between Gorseness Road and the track leading 

to the farmsteading and gun site.

The battery is recorded in the official gun record book held in the Public Record Office (PRO) 

under WO 192/267, in which there is a layout plan of the site (map no.7). The plan shows that 

the battery included a searchlight battery of three platforms and two engine houses situated 

on the coast, two gun-emplacements annotated Nos. 1 and 2 guns, a military camp which 

included accommodation, garage, mess and training huts. In addition a workshop and possible 

pillbox are shown at the junction of the Gorseness Road.

The PRO documents show that the battery was armed in 1940 with one 12-pounder gun from 

Links Battery (HY20NE 77), which was increased to two in 1943 (PRO WO 199/2627, WO 

199/527), in an artillery/anti-motor torpedo boat role. The site was designated in 1941 as 151 

Battery and manned by 535 Regiment (WO 199/2627). The battery was placed on a care and 

maintenance basis in 1945.

The battery is visible on RAF vertical air photographs (LEU/UK 2, 7061-7062, flown 16 April 

1948), which show that at this date the site was already abandoned. Most of the huts have 

been removed and only concrete hut bases can be seen.

The site was not visited during the RCAHMS survey.

Information from RCAHMS (DE), December 2004
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Site Number 16

Site Name WASSWICK BATTERY, NOS. 1 AND 2 ENGINE ROOMS

Type of Site Engine House(S) (20th Century)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 342144

Northing 1021733

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY42SW 20.04 42144 21733 and 42145 21733

Two concrete engine rooms are situated above mean High Water overlooking Eynhallow 

Sound. They are located at either end of the line of searchlight emplacements (HY42SW 20.03).

Numbered nos.1 and 2 ER on the layout plan of the battery (PRO, WO 192/267, map no.7).

Information from RCAHMS(DE), December 2004

Canmore Number: 269715
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Site Number 21

Site Name BLACK KNOWE , BLUBBERSDALE

Type of Site Barrow (Prehistoric), Cist (Period Unassigned), Cinerary Urn

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 336950

Northing 1019880

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31NE 5 3695 1988

(HY 3695 1988) Black Knowe (NR)

OS 6" map, Orkney, 2nd ed., (1903).

An unsurveyable (RCAHMS 1946) mound at the foot of Tooin Rusht was excavated by Petrie 

and Thomas in 1849, (F W L Thomas 1852), who described it as nearly semicircular, consisting 

of sandy clay under a layer of peat 1ft thick.

The excavation revealed, at a depth of 6ft, a short cist containing a broken urn in which were 

ashes and burnt bones.

RCAHMS 1946.

A circular grass-covered probable barrow, of earth and small stones, c.14.0m diameter and up 

to c.2.2m high.

Two small earthfast stones on top of the mound may be the remains of the cist.

Resurveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (RL), 6 June 1966.

Field Visit (6 June 1966)

Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division Revision Programme

A circular grass-covered probable barrow, of earth and small stones, c.14.0m diameter and up 

to c.2.2m high.

Two small earthfast stones on top of the mound may be the remains of the cist.

Resurveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (RL) 6 June 1966.

Field Visit (8 September 1993)

Orkney Barrows Project

This bowl-shaped mound has decreased in size since the OS visit. It was said to be semicircular 

in shape but is not now. The surrounding land may have been reclaimed.

Canmore Number: 1994
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The measurements taken may not be stictly accurate as there was a large bull in the field at the 

time of visit. The mound measures 8.0m by 9.0m and is 0.75m in height. It is located on the 

shoulder of a low hill and is visible on the skyline to the E for 500m to 1km.

Information from the Orkney Barrows Project (JD), 1993

Orkney Smr Note

Situated on wet moor, at the foot of the Tooin of Rusht. It has been so much disturbed that no 

satisfactory measurements can be given. It was excavated in Febuary 1849 by Petrie and 

Thomas. Nearly semi-circular in outline and consisting of sandy clay under a layer of peat fully 

1ft thick. They discovered a cist 6ft down which measures 18in long by 1ft broad and 8-10in 

deep. In the cist was a broken clay urn, 10in long by 7in wide, it was inverted over a handful of 

ashes and burnt bones. [R1]

Information from Orkney SMR [n.d.]
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Site Number 22

Site Name Cuween Hill, chambered cairn

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: chambered cairn

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 336422

Northing 1012776

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of a chambered cairn, remains of graves and all other remains in an 

area in which evidence of the construction and use of the chambered cairn and ancillary burials 

will survive. The cairn is partially excavated and is accessible to the public.

The wall heads and roofing of the eastern cell of the cairn may be original but those of the 

main chamber and other cells have been rebuilt in the 20th century. Burials were discovered 

outside, to the west of the chambered cairn, before 1901.

The area to be scheduled measures 40m square, aligned N-S, as marked in red on the attached 

map. This includes the fenced enclosure in the care of the Secretary of State for Scotland and 

an area outwith the fence.

Canmore Number: 2059

Site Number 23

Site Name Burness,broch & chapel 200m S of

Type of Site



Site Gazeteer

Type of Site Ecclesiastical: chapel, Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 338828

Northing 1015570

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description Ecclesiastrical: Chapel. Prehistoric domestic and defensive. Broch. No furher information

Canmore Number: 1979; 1988

Site Number 24

Site Name Syra Dale,two cairns 380m NNE of Setter

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: cairn (type uncertain)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 334596

Northing 1015757

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description Prehistoric ritual and funerary: Cairn. An enclosure is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-

inch map (Orkney and Shetland (Orkney) 1882, sheet ci), but it is not shown on the current 

edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1975).Information from RCAHMS (AKK)

Canmore Number: 2003

Site Number 25

Site Name Howe Harper,cairn 300m NW of Binscarth,Finstown

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: cairn (type uncertain)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 334561

Northing 1014372

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description Prehistoric ritual and funerary: Cairn. No further information

Canmore Number: 2157

Site Number 26

Site Name
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Site Name Setter,two mounds

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 334614

Northing 1015429

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of two substantial burial mounds and the area between them. The 

larger mound is at HY 34631543. it was ploughed before August 1928; a lozenge shaped flint 

arrowhead was found; in August 1928 half of a perforated stone was discovered. The mound is 

now about 27.5m across and 1m high; it has a flat top, and is made of earth and small stones. It 

is situated on the edge of a slight natural terrace with a western aspect. Below it, and about 

50m away to the west by north is a mound about 10m across and 1m high; it too sits near the 

edge of a slight terrace. There is some indication that its hop has been disturbed.

The two mounds are Bronze Age funerary monuments and it is highly likely that despite the 

single ploughing traces of the activities associated with them, in the form of lesser mounds, 

pits and artefactual material, surround them. The scheduling proposed includes the moulds in 

an area measuring 95m by 40m to ensure preservation of the mounds and of a sample of the 

activities round them.

The mounds sit in rough pasture on a naturally terraced hill slope above a deserted farm 

steading.

Statement of National Importance

The monuments are of national importance as good examples of a common Orcadian type, 

and for their good field characteristics and for their archaeological potential. Their contribution 

to the themes of burial and ritual in Bronze Age Orkney is of national importance.

References

Bibliography

The monument is recorded in the RCAHMS as HY 31 NW 14.

Canmore Number: 2004

Site Number 27

Site Name North Wald, mounds and burnt mounds 350m NNE of

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: burnt mound, Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 339016

Northing 1018094

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of three burial mounds and two burnt mounds, dating 

probably to the Bronze Age (between about 2500 and 800 BC). The monument is visible as two 

groups of mounds in close proximity, lying on either side of a modern field boundary.

Canmore Number: 1997
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The N group comprises two substantial burnt mounds, with a smaller mound between them 

which is probably a barrow. The largest burnt mound comprises a crescent-shaped bank and 

measures 25m SW-NE by 16m transversely. The second burnt mound is also crescent-shaped 

with opposing banks and measures 18.5m SW-NE by 13m transversely. The barrow is located 

immediately adjacent to the northernmost burnt mound and measures 7m in diameter. The S 

group comprises two circular burial mounds or barrows. The largest to the E measures 16m in 

diameter and survives to a height of approximately 1m; at least one cist was reportedly found 

in this mound in antiquity. The smaller mound to the W survives to a height of 0.3m and 

measures 9m in diameter. The monument occupies low-lying moorland at around 5m above 

OD, 50m to 125m SW of Oyce of Isbister, a shallow salt-water lagoon separated from the Bay 

of Isbister by a narrow shingle spit. The monument was first scheduled in 1938, but the 

documentation did not meet modern standards: the present amendment rectifies this.

The N and S groups are scheduled as two separate areas. Both areas are irregular in plan to 

include the remains described above and an area around them within which evidence relating 

to the monument's construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red 

on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of 

a post-and-wire fence to allow for its maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to our understanding of domestic and funerary practices in the Bronze Age. Burnt mounds and 

burial mounds are both important and relatively widespread elements of Orkney's Bronze Age 

landscape and provide evidence for the major social and economic changes which took place 

during this period. The examples at North Wald are generally in good condition and preserve 

their field characteristics to a marked degree. There is high potential for important 

archaeological remains to be preserved in all of these mounds. The barrows retain the 

potential to contain human remains and associated features: for instance, excavation of 

barrows elsewhere in Orkney has indicated the presence of mortuary structures, as well as 

burials. Burnt mounds in the Northern Isles are often relatively substantial, as at North Wald. 

These examples have an inherent potential to contribute to our understanding of the dating, 

form and function of burnt mounds and their placing within the landscape. The significance of 

this site is enhanced by the combination of domestic and burial features in the same location, 

as well as by the presence of other Bronze Age ritual and funerary remains occupying marginal 

ground NW of the Bay of Isbister. Our understanding of the form, function, inter-relationship 

and distribution of Bronze Age burial mounds and burnt mounds would be diminished if this 

monument was to be lost or damaged.

References

Bibliography
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Site Number 28

Site Name The Hillock Broch, Finstown

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 336059

Northing 1014191

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is the remains of a large broch mound and its outworks dating probably to the 

Iron Age (between around 600 BC and AD 400). It survives as an elongated turf-covered mound 

with earthworks to its immediate N and S and buried remains to its N and W. The broch is 

located at the mouth of The Ouse, on the W shore of the Bay of Firth in Mainland Orkney.

The scheduled area comprises two irregular shapes to include the remains described above 

and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use 

and abandonment  is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling excludes the above-ground remains of all modern boundary features to allow for 

their maintenance.

Description

The monument is the remains of a large broch mound and its outworks dating probably to the 

Iron Age (between around 600 BC and AD 400). It survives as an elongated turf-covered mound 

with earthworks to its immediate N and S and buried remains to its N and W. The broch is 

located at the mouth of The Ouse, on the W shore of the Bay of Firth in Mainland Orkney. The 

monument was first scheduled in 1938, but the documentation did not meet modern 

standards: the present amendment rectifies this.

The mound measures approximately 80m by 25m and stands to around 4m high, with parts of 

the internal broch structure visible on its summit. The mound has been truncated on its W side 

by the insertion of the A966 trunk road, on its E side by coastal erosion and on its S side by 

modern development. It has been investigated and recorded several times since 1927 when 

the roadworks took place. More recently, between 2004-2008, geophysical survey and 

archaeological evaluation was undertaken in the area to the W of the broch. This has 

confirmed the presence of complex archaeological remains in this area, which recall the wider 

settlement remains and outworks seen at other Orkney broch sites. The presence of an 

encircling ditch was revealed to the S of the broch and is likely to continue around the W and N 

sides. The broch was adapted as a defensive position during the Second World War and the 

remains of a concrete pillbox are visible on top of the mound.

Canmore Number: 2088
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The scheduled area comprises two irregular shapes to include the remains described above 

and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use 

and abandonment  is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling excludes the above-ground remains of all modern boundary features to allow for 

their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular of Iron Age society in Orkney 

and the function, use and development of brochs. Despite some modern disturbance, this is an 

impressive and well-preserved example of a large broch mound and associated remains, which 

has the potential to reveal a complex development sequence. It offers considerable potential 

to study the origin, development and reuse of brochs and their relationships to other sites in 

the contemporary landscape. The monument's importance is enhanced by its association with 

the other brochs spaced regularly along the coastline of E and N Mainland in Orkney, and its 

association with the wider Iron Age landscape and settlement more generally. The loss of the 

monument would significantly diminish our ability to appreciate and understand the origins, 

development and reuse of brochs in Orkney. It would also impede our ability to understand the 

placing and function of brochs within the landscape and to reconstruct and understand the 

Iron Age landscape.
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Site Number 29

Site Name FINSTOWN MILL

Type of Site Watermill (Period Unassigned)

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 335491

Northing 1014218

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description Earlier 19th(?) cent. L-plan. Coursed rubble. Flagged

roof; vent over kiln. Over-shot wheel with long lade.

Statement of Special Interest

Disused but retaining all machinery.

Canmore Number: 2085

Site Number 30

Site Name BURNESS HOUSE

Type of Site House (18th Century)(Possible)

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 338760

Northing 1015842

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description 18th(?) cent. Traditional, 2 1/2 storeys. Harled. Flagged roof. Corbie-steps. Outlying advanced 

Canmore Number: 1889
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wings. Kitchen wing at rear is relic of earlier house and has ingle-nook. Out-buildings to S. and E.

Statement of Special Interest

Burness belonged in turn to Sclaters, Baikies and Stewarts of Brough (Westray).

References

Bibliography

N.S.A.

Inv. (fig. 141)

P.O.A.S.V., P. 55

Site Number 31

Site Name OYCE OF ISBISTER

Type of Site Barrow(S) (Prehistoric), Burnt Mound(S) (Prehistoric), Cist (Period Unassigned)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 339020

Northing 1018020

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31NE 8 3902 1802.

(Centred: HY 3900 1808) Tumuli (NR)

O.S.6"map, Orkney, 2nd ed.,(1903).

There are several mounds about a quarter mile S of the mill at Oyce of Isbister.(G Petrie 1868)

The best-defined example, 45ft in diameter and 5ft high, contains a cist at least 3ft 6 ins long, 

the east end slab of which has been removed. The other mounds vary, where stated, from c.15 

to 21ft in diameter and are up to c.3ft high, although a 'large mound' is about 6ft high. These 

mounds may or may not be artificial.

RCAHMS 1946.

There are seven mounds at the site indicated.

The mound containing the cist (A) is at HY 3902 1802, is composed mainly of earth and small 

stones, and now measures c.14.0m E-W by c.12.0m N-S and c.1.2m in height. It is probably a 

barrow.

Two other mounds (B - HY 3900 1802 and C - HY 3898 1801) are also probably barrows.

Three of the mounds (D - HY 3900 1808, F - HY 3900 1811 and G - HY 3900 1813) contain dark 

earth and/or burnt material.

The seventh mound (E - HY 3901 1810) is probably natural.

Canmore Number: 1997
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The mounds are generally as described by the RCAHMS except that the greatest height is now 

c.1.5m.

Surveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS(RL) 6 June 1966.

Field Visit (6 June 1966)

Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division Revision Programme

There are seven mounds at the site indicated.

The mound containing the cist (A) is at HY 3902 1802, is composed mainly of earth and small 

stones, and now measures c.14.0m E-W by c.12.0m N-S and c.1.2m in height. It is probably a 

barrow.

Two other mounds (B - HY 3900 1802 and C - HY 3898 1801) are also probably barrows.

Three of the mounds (D - HY 3900 1808, F - HY 3900 1811 and G - HY 3900 1813) contain dark 

earth and/or burnt material.

The seventh mound (E - HY 3901 1810) is probably natural.

The mounds are generally as described by the RCAHMS except that the greatest height is now 

c.1.5m.

Surveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS(RL) 6 June 1966.

Field Visit (May 1981)

As described by OS. The mounds show exposures of ordinary earth not obviously burnt. In 

enclosed rough land.

Information from Orkney SMR (RGL) May 1981.

Field Visit (28 September 1993)

Orkney Barrows Project

The field in which these mounds lie is split in two. This group may represent a group of mounds 

and a group of burnt mounds, such as that at Bu Orphir.

Northwald 1: 39020 18020. Bowl-shaped mound. Diameter 14.0m. Height 1.2m

Northwald 2: 39000 18020. Kerbed bowl. Measures 7.0m by 6.0m. Height 0.4m.

Northwald 3: 38980 18010.Bowl-shaped mound. Diameter 16.0m. Height 1.4m.

Northwald 4: 39000 18080. Burnt mound. Diameter not recorded. Height 1.8m.

Northwald 5: 39010 18100. Burnt mound. Measures 4.5m by 6.0m. Height 0.9m.

Northwald 6: 39000 18110. Burnt mound. Measures 4.5m by 6.0m. Height 0.9m.

The mounds are probably best visible from 500m - 1km to the S and also to the N.

Information from the Orkney Barrows Project (JD), 1993
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Site Number 33

Site Name HOWE HARPER

Type of Site Cairn (Period Unassigned)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 334560

Northing 1014370

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31SW 9 3456 1437.

(HY 3455 1437) Howe Harper (NR)

OS 6" map, Orkney, 2nd ed., (1903).

'Howe Harper' is a mound of small stones and earth, with an overall diameter of 63 to 65 ft and 

a height of at least 8 ft, formed from the upcast from a surrounding ditch up to 2 1/2 ft in 

depth. The mound is turf-covered and shows traces of excavation on the top: nothing is known 

of any discoveries.

Name Book 1880; RCAHMS 1946.

"Howe Harper", a cairn generally as described and illustrated by the RCAHMS, is situated in a 

prominent position on the lower slopes of Snaba Hill at about 250 ft OD. The surrounding ditch 

is reduced to a berm on the lower, west, side so that the cairn appears to rest on a platform in 

the side of the hill similar to Wideford Hill Chambered Cairn (HY41SW 1). It is possibly a 

chambered cairn, being similar in size, profile and topographical position to Cuween Hill 

Chambered Cairn (HY31SE 1).

Resurveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (NKB) 9 May 1966.

Orkney Smr Note (July 1980)

Has been dug into; probably a Norse grave mound. [R1] Large mound 63-65ft diameter, 8ft 

high, conspicuous. Surrounded by ditch 2ft 6in deep where land rises, shallower on the 

downslope side. Has been dug into on the top towards the S and W. [R2] Generally as 

described, sited on prominent position on lower slopes of Snaba Hill. Surrounding ditch is 

reduced to a berm on the lower, W side so that the cairn appears to rest on a platform similar 

to Wideford. The mound's similarity in size, shape and siting to Cuween suggest it may be a 

chambered cairn.

OS visit May 66.

As described; a rabbit-scrape on the N side shows only earth.

Canmore Number: 2157
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Information from Orkney SMR (RGL) Jul 80.

Field Visit (10 September 1993)

Orkney Barrows Project

This mound is large and probably EBA, it is typically sited on the lower slopes of the hill and is 

visible through its size rather than prominent siting. The mounds above it [HY31SW 16] are 

prominent on the skyline and these draw the eye to the group.

The mound measures 13m in diameter and 0.66m in height. The diameter of ditch is 2m and 

bank is 3m.

Information from the Orkney Barrows Project (JD), 1993

References

Ordnance Survey (Name Book. Object Name Books of the Ordnance Survey (6 inch and 1/2500 

scale). Page(s): Book No.6, 35 RCAHMS Shelf Number: Ref

RCAHMS. (1946) The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 
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Edinburgh. Page(s): 95, No.333 RCAHMS Shelf Number: A.1.1.INV/12

Site Number 34

Site Name BURNESS

Type of Site Broch (Iron Age)(Possible)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 338820

Northing 1015570

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31NE 1.00 3882 1557

HY31NE 1.01 3882 1557 Incised Slab

Chapel Knowe is a mound representing the remains of a broch, a section of whose inner wall, 

14ft long and up to 9ft high is visible on the east side. A mural cell, ascarcement and interior 

secondary walling were noted. Quarrying on the south and west has removed part of the broch 

and any outbuildigs there may have been Among finds from the site is part of an incised stone, 

bearing a cloaked figure a mong other markings, which was donated to the National Museum 

of Antiquities of Scotland (NMAS) in 1922. (Accession no 1B 201)

H Marwick 1924; RCAHMS 1946. Visited 1928.

A much mutilated, turf-covered mound c 20m N-S by 23m by c 3m high, c ontaining broch-type 

stones and debris. Mr. Stevenson was responsible for the quarrying which produced the incised 

stone at HY 3881 1558 and he also has several socket stones in his possession. He removed a 

great amount of stones, forming thick walls...for field walls.(Mr Stevenson, Burness, Firth).

Surveyed at 1:2500

Canmore Number: 1978
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Visited by OS(RL) 29 May 1966.

Much-quarried, broch-size but featureless, the mound as defined by the OS field inspector rises 

from a broad platform which extends about 25m both NW and SE from the mound centre and 

nearly as far NE. The edge of the platform is quite distinct although on the NE and SE sides it is 

probably enhanced by ploughing.

R G Lamb, Visited July 1980.

Orkney Smr Note (July 1980)

In 1922 the mound was dug into for stone for dyke-building, and a curiously carved stone was 

found and reported to Dr Hugh Marwick who visited the site and found it to be a broch, which 

he considered must later have been the site of a chapel although this was no longer apparent. 

A breach had been made in the W side of the mound and a portion of inward-curving wall, 

probably broch wall, exposed. The carved slab has crudely incised markings, most obvious of 

which is a cloaked human figure. It was immediately donated to the National Museum. [R1, R2] 

Mound recently quarried on S & W sides where remains of building exposed at two points. 

Enough visible to confirm identification as a broch. Inner face of E wall visible for height of 9ft 

and length of 14ft, with traces of a secondary facing wall 2ft thick. Traces also of a scarcement 

on the primary wall. Low down at S end of exposed wall are the lintel stones of a narrow 

passage giving access to a small cell; there is a recess or void above the lintel stones. The cell is 

beehive-vaulted. Boars tusks, pottery, found, allegedly in the cell. [R3] Much mutilated turfed 

mound 20m N-S x 23m x 3m high, in pasture field, with much debris and broch-like stones. 

Now no other visible evidence of a broch. A great amount of stones, forming thick walls, was 

removed a number of years ago, mostly by Mr Stevenson, who also found the incised stone at 

3881 1558 and several socket stones still in his possession. A much-disturbed stony area 

extends 20m NW from mound, it is flat-topped and shows vague indications of building 

outline, possibly the chapel. Field called Chapel Park, name Chapel Knowe current, but no local 

knowledge of chapel.

Mr Stevenson, Farmer, Burness. OS visit May 66.

Unaltered since OS visit; a much-quarried mound, broch-sized but featureless. The mound as 

defined by OS measurements rises from a broad platform which extends some 25m both NW 

and SE from mound centre and nearly as far NE (ie. inland). The edge of the platform is quite 

distinct although on the NE and SE sides it is probably created by farmer ploughing up to it. But 

on the NW side there is a visible straight wall the line of which is continued by two big erect 

slabs disappearing under the shore dyke. This wall forms the edge of the platform and is very 

probably the side of the chapel enclosure, it looks very like Peterkirk in St Andrews (OR 21). 

The two slabs going under the dyke seem to be the inside face of the wall of which the stones 

forming the edge of the mound, are the outer face. This gives the wall a thickness of 0.4m.

Information from Orkney SMR (RGL) Jul 80.

Publication Account (2002)

Euan W Mackie Broch Corpus 1

HY31 3 BURNESS ('Chapel Knowe')

HY/38811556

This probable broch in Firth stands near the Point of Backaquoy. It had been quarried recently 

when visited by the Commission and various structural features had thereby been revealed.

Signs of a scarcement ledge were visible on a stretch of inner wall face on the east which 

extended for 4.3 m (14 ft.) and rose up to 2.7 m (9 ft.) above the debris in the interior [4]. A 

secondary wall about 0.6 m (2 ft.) thick was built against this face. There is also a small mural 

cell with a lintelled door to the interior which has a void above it 0.84 m (2 ft. 9 in.) high and 

0.6 m (2 ft.) wide.
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In 1922 an incised sculptured stone was found in the ruins of this site during quarrying for 

stone [2: 4, fig. 72, plate vii: no. 347]. Most of the incised designs are of an uncertain character 

but there is one human figure apparently wearing a gown down to the knees [2]. Various finds, 

including potsherds and boar's tusks, are recorded.

Sources: 1. OS card HY 31 NE1: 2. Marwick 1924: 3. Fraser 1927, 52: 4. RCAHMS 1946, 2, no. 

321, 91-2: 5. Hedges et al. 1987, 65.

E W MacKie 2002
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Site Number 36

Site Name FINSTOWN, THE HILLOCK

Type of Site Broch (Iron Age)(Possible)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 336110

Northing 1014150

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31SE 4 3611 1415

See also HY31SE 28.

(HY 3611 1415) Brough (NR) (Site of)

OS 6" map, Orkney, 2nd ed., (1903).

'Broch (probable), The Hillock'. This extensive mound, about 80 yds by 40 yds, is "certainly a 

prehistoric structure of some kind but its precise nature cannot be determined without 

excavation: such traces of building as are there are too indefinite to be interpreted with 

confidence".

Road construction has revealed in the west side of the mound a sector of a double wall, 32 ft 

wide overall, the inner wall 16 ft thick and the outer composed of smaller stones, "evidently a 

secondary erection". (J Fraser 1927)

Canmore Number: 2088
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Two fragments of pottery and a boar's tusk found on the site by the Commission in 1928 are in 

the Orkney Arch. Soc. Museum, Kirkwall. Listed by Petrie as a broch (G Petrie 1873) but by 

Graham (A Graham 1949) as an uncertain example, it is scheduled as a broch.

RCAHMS 1946.

The Hillock is a turf-covered amorphous mound of earth and stones, about 80.0m. by 25.0m. 

by 4.2m. maximum height, generally as described by the Commission, on a low peninsula just 

above sea-level.

Minor excavation in the top of the mound, adjacent to a modern gun-position (Pillbox, HY31SE 

28), has revealed drystone walling forming a cell-like structure 1.5 m. in diameter, and a square 

structure 2.0m. across and 1.2m. high, joined by a narrow passage, with a further passage 

leading from the south side of the square cell. Insufficient detail is exposed to identify these 

features but they obviously post-date the mound. Traces of drystone walling are visible in the 

cliffs at the east side of the mound, but no wall-faces could be identified. The situation is 

typical for a broch.

Surveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (NKB) 29 April 1966.

HY 361 141 Numerous anomalies of archaeological potential were noted in a gradiometer 

survey in October 2004. It is likely that the majority of these are due to settlement remains 

associated with Hillock Broch (HY31SE 4) which lies immediately to the E, across the road. Two 

ditch-type anomalies of possible archaeological significance were also located, although it 

seems unlikely that these are contemporary with the broch.

Sponsor: Mott MacDonald for Scottish Water Solutions.

S Ovenden 2004

HY 360 140 (centre) A desk-based assessment and walkover survey were completed between 

January and March 2005 ahead of a proposed waste water transfer system. The entire line of 

the two alternative proposed routes of pipeline track and the areas of the pumping station and 

outflows were surveyed. No new features of archaeological interest were identified.

The site of the proposed pumping station and associated pipeline opposite Hillock Broch 

(HY31SE 4), on the W side of the A966, were evaluated by trial trenching. This confirmed the 

presence of archaeological features associated with the broch settlement. The presence of an 

extensive rock-cut ditch, suggested by an earlier geophysical survey, was confirmed.

Report lodged with Orkney SMR and NMRS.

Sponsor: Mott MacDonald for Scottish Water Solutions.

J Robertson 2005

HY 361 142 (centred on) An archaeological evaluation was undertaken ahead of a proposed 

wastewater transfer system development in Finstown, Orkney. The evaluation was in the field 

opposite the Scheduled Ancient Monument, Hillock Broch, to the west of the A966. The 

assessment comprised two areas: the proposed pumping station (site 1) and the proposed 

route of the associated pipeline (site 2). In site 1, three strip test trenches were excavated 

providing a 10% sample of the development site covering an area of c. 115m square. In site 2 a 

strip test trench, c.114m long, was excavated along the proposed route of the pipeline. The 

trenches in both the sites revealed archaeological features probably associated with the broch.

J Mullan 7 March 2005.

HY 361 141 (centred on) An archaeological watching-brief was undertaken during the ground 

breaking works of a temporary wastewater transfer system at Finstown, Orkney. This work 
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followed a geophysical survey (Ovenden 2004), a desk-based and walkover survey (Robertson 

2005) and an intrusive archaeological evaluation (Mullen 2005). The watching-brief covered 

the stripping of a 25m by 25m compound area and the length of temporary pipeline from the 

new housing development on the east side of the A966 across the A966 westwards to the 

shore of the Ouse where a new temporary septic tank was being installed. Only two features or 

deposits of archaeological or historic interest were revealed. The features were an earlier 

metalled road surface underlying the present main road (A966) and a shallow scoop with 

charcoal lenses was revealed 26m into the field from the A966.

J Robertson 17 May 2005.

Publication Account (2002)

Euan W Mackie Broch Corpus 1

HY31 6 FINSTOWN ('The Hillock' or 'Oyce')

HY/361142

A possible broch in Firth, consisting of an extensive grass-grown mound containing structures 

of some kind. Part of a circular wall 4.9 m (16 ft.) was exposed many years ago [3] during road 

construction. Two fragments of pottery and a boar's tusk were picked up in 1928 [4].

Sources: 1. OS card HY 31 SE 4: 2. G. Petrie 1890, 92: 3. G. Petrie 1927, 52: 4. RCAHMS 1946, 2, 

no. 323, 92.

E W MacKie 2002

Watching Brief (28 October 2007 - 19 November 2007)

HY 3611 1415 The bases of four separate cut features were recorded during excavations for a 

new sewer pipeline on 28 October–19 November 2007. These were provisionally interpreted as 
multiple ditches associated with the nearby Hillock Broch.

Report: Orkney SMR and RCAHMS

Funder: Scottish Water Solutions

Dave Lawrence (ORCA), 2008
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The Orcadian. (1883) July 14th 1883, The Orcadian.

Site Number 40

Site Name FINSTOWN, THE HILLOCK

Type of Site Pillbox (20th Century)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 336106

Northing 1014147

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31SE 28 36106 14147

Small circular Norcon type concrete pillbox built into the remains of a broch (HY31SE 4).

(Undated) information in NMRS.

This small Norcon type concrete pillbox is situated on the top of a broch on the E side of the 

A966 road and annotated 'The Hillock' on Ordnance Survey maps, which stands at the N end of 

Finnstown. The entrance is through the roof and the interior is full of vegetation and rubbish.

Visited by RCAHMS (DE, GS), August 1996

Field Visit (July 1980)

A small concrete sniper position, circular, external diameter 1.83m (exactly 6ft), built on 

summit of broch mound. Walls are thin, of reinforced concrete, standing about 0.4m above 

external ground level, with six horizontal loopholes for rifle, evenly spaced around 

circumference. Access by hatch in flat roof. Floor is sunken sufficiently to allow a man to stand 

up inside.

Information from Orkney SMR (RGL) Jul 80, OR 492.

Type 25 pillbox, Finstown.

11-12-2009

The pillbox is deaply set into the mould (remains of the Broch) with a line of sight along the 

current A966. There is no line of sight towards the foreshore of the Bay of Firth. The pillbox is 

situated oposite a tidal lagoon, The Ouse.

Contributed by Mark Keighley

Canmore Number: 2079

Site Number 41

Site Name CURSITER, OLD MANSE OF FIRTH

Type of Site MANSE (19TH CENTURY)

NRHE Number

Canmore Number:
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Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 337997

Northing 1012432

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description 1811(?). Traditional. 2 1/2 storeys. Harled. Slated roof. Corbie-steps.

Canmore Number: 2084

Site Number 42

Site Name MIDHOUSE OF CORRIGALL

Type of Site FARMHOUSE (18TH CENTURY), FARMSTEAD (18TH CENTURY), KILN BARN (18TH CENTURY), MU

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 332446

Northing 1019333

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description House of old type built probably in early 18th cent. Now roofless and gutted. 1 storey. 

Flagstone. BYRE on S. side of 'close'. STABLE and BARN (with hen-house and kiln) to W.

Statement of Special Interest

Well-known example of old Orkney house. To be restored as folk museum.

Canmore Number: 2052

Site Number 43

Site Name STENNESS CHURCH

Type of Site BURIAL GROUND (PERIOD UNASSIGNED), CHURCH (PERIOD UNASSIGNED), WAR MEMORIAL (2

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 331080

Northing 1012458

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description c. 1910. Oblong. Pebble-dashed. Slated roof. Gabled ends;with belfry. Pointed windows. Vestry.

Statement of Special Interest

In ecclesiastical use. On site of ancient church which had semi-circular tower.

Canmore Number: 2104
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Site Number 44

Site Name Overbigging, enclosure 160m W of

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: cursus/bank barrow

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 331533

Northing 1013173

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises a large penannular enclosure of prehistoric date, visible as a sub-

circular cropmark on oblique aerial photographs.

The monument is situated in a grass field and straddles a low ridge running NNW-SSE at about 

20m O.D. overlooking Maes Howe and Loch of Harray. The enclosure is sub-circular with a 

diameter of about 70m. For most of its circumference it is defined by a single, narrow ditch, 

but a gap in the SSE probably represents the entrance. The ditch appears to bifurcate to either 

side of this entrance, with a pronounced terminal at the end of each arm of the opposed 

elements of the ditch at this point. Throughout most of its circumference the crop-mark of the 

ditch is sharply defined.

The ditch can be traced at the ground surface to the W of the entrance where about 35m of a 

slight curving ditch is faintly visible, measuring approximately 3m wide with its inner scarp 

more pronounced than its outer. Crop-mark features within the enclosure are visible but these 

are not distinct. However, one concentration of features, measuring approximately 15m in 

diameter, appears close to the centre of the enclosure and may represent the sub-surface 

remains of a penannular construction.

The area to be scheduled is circular in shape, with a diameter of 90m to include the crop-

marked enclosure and an area around within which evidence relating to its construction and 

use may survive, as marked in red on the accompanying map extract.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to contribute to an 

understanding of prehistoric enclosure sites relating to either funerary and ritual practices or 

prehistoric settlement and economy.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY 31 SW 39.

Aerial Photographs used:

CUCAP AMD 3 1965 A83027.

CUCAP AMD 4 1965 A83028.

CUCAP AMD 5 1965 A83029.

Canmore Number: 2126

Site Number 45

Site Name
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Site Name Watch Stone, stone settings, Barnhouse settlement, and related remains

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: settlement (if not assigned to any more specific type), Prehi

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 330711

Northing 1012660

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is an area including the Watch Stone and the site of a standing stone near to it, 

the site of the Odin stone and the sites of a nearby enclosure ditch, pit and stone-hole, 

structures including a fire place south-south-east of Odin cottage, and the late neolithic 

settlement at Barnhouse, and all between and around them.

The Watch Stone is a sandstone monolith 5.5m tall. The stump of a second monolith was found 

in a stone pit near the road. Its site is shown by the Ordnance Survey as about 7.5m SW of the 

Watch Stone on the modern edge of the Loch of Stenness. Excavation in 1991 revealed two 

stone holes and a pit near the traditional site of the Odin Stone, between HY30651260 and 

HY30651262. North of the Odin Stone an area containing part of a flint scatter and calcined 

material was studied. Surface collection of artefacts, phosphate analysis, geophysical 

prospection and trial excavation suggested that the remains include at least a rectangular part-

enclosure roughly 9m across and a long cist burial, a hearth and associated activity areas. In 

the north-easternmost part of the area is the late Neolithic settlement of Barnhouse, partly 

excavated in the early 1980s. It includes remains of at least 8 house sites and a large late 

neolithic hall. Evidence from a scatter of artefacts shows that unexcavated evidence for the 

settlement extends well beyond the excavated area.

The area to be scheduled is bounded on the west, north and east by the shores of the Loch of 

Stenness and the Loch of Harray. It excludes the house, garden and outhouses of Odin cottage 

and a 0.5m-wide strip outside all the outer wall faces of the outhouses. To the SE it is bounded 

in the southern part of the area by the fence of the field in which stand the Stones of Stenness, 

and it thus includes the Orkney Islands Council footpath from the public road to the settlement 

at Barnhouse; 236m from the public road the edge of the scheduled area turns to run parallel 

to national grid east-west, continuing eastward to the shore of the Loch of Harray. The 

scheduling excludes the top 0.3m depth of the public road in an area bounded by the outer 

edges of the existing road drains and also the top 0.3m of the driveway to Odin cottage. It also 

excludes all above ground parts of fences and walls. The area is shown outlined in red on the 

accompanying map extract.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance for the evidence it contains about the prehistoric to 

early Christian use of the area, and because the structures and standing stone and stone'holes 

in it form parts of a prehistoric cultural assemblage relating to the Stones of Stenness and the 

settlement at Barnhouse. The Watch Stone is a remarkably fine standing stone, while the 

settlement at Barnhouse is an exceptionally fine example of a settlement of the period of Skara 

Brae's first phase. The area has produced firm evidence of use in the prehistoric and early 

Christian periods and provides an important archaeological context for the visible and 

excavated elements.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY31SW 11.

References:

Canmore Number: 2096
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Site Number 46

Site Name Maes Howe, chambered cairn

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: chambered cairn

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 331829

Northing 1012772

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is a chambered cairn on a large platform, and a large surrounding flat-

bottomed ditch, an outer turf bank and associated and earlier remains, all known collectively 

as Maes Howe.

The monument includes the chambered tomb and the large platform and ditch, the turf bank 

and the remains of other features including stone-sockets. It also includes other remains 

associated with this and other phases of use of the area for ritual and ceremonial purposes.

The area to be scheduled is approximately elliptical on plan. It measures 130m NW-SE or 

thereabouts, and 120m NE-SW or thereabouts. It comprises the area in the care of the 

Secretary of State for Scotland and a band of ground 10m across outside the outermost edges 

of the area in state care. It excludes all existing modern fences.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance, indeed international importance, as part of the core 

of a mainly third and second millennium BC (although including elements which may be of late 

4th millennium BC date) ritual landscape. The architecturally exceptionally fine chambered 

tomb with its platform and ditch is important both as a field monument and because 

excavation has shown that it contains important information about the religious, ceremonial 

and funerary practices of late fourth, third and second millennium societies.

The monument is also important because other monuments within a broader area extending 

to the western horizons seem to have been sited in relationship to it. The monument is of 

additional importance because the chamber contains (together with other carvings) the finest 

collection of stone-carved Norse runes in the world.

References
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Canmore Number: 2094
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Site Number 47

Site Name Barnhouse Stone, standing stone

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: standing stone

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 331284

Northing 1012174

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of a standing stone and associated remains relating to its setting up 

and use which may survive in the area around it. The stone was originally scheduled as part of 

a larger group of stones, including the Stones of Stenness, but is now to be protected, in an 

expanded area, in its own right.

The 'Barnhouse Stone', also occasionally called the 'Barn Stone' stands some 3.2m high and is 

about 0.2m thick. It expands upwards, from 1.1m wide at ground level to 1.8m wide at about 

2.4m up. The stone stands on the projected line of the passage of the nearby chambered tomb 

of Maes Howe.

The area to be scheduled is circular, 40m in diameter, and is intended to help preserve the 

stone itself and any remains in the surrounding ground which might provide evidence for the 

context of raising up and use of the stone. The scheduling excludes the above-ground portion 

of the fence around the stone.

Canmore Number: 2097

Site Number 48

Site Name Rennibister, souterrain

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: settlement (if not assigned to any more specific type); sout

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 339739

Northing 1012601

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is a souterrain and the ancient structures in an area immediately around it. 

Although the latter may be part of a much larger settlement mound, the scheduling is intended 

to protect the souterrain and the structures physically closest to it rather than whole potential 

area of settlement, the full extent of which is unknown.

Canmore Number: 2081
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The Rennibister souterrain has a passage about 3.5m long, at the inner end of which there was 

a drop of about 0.7m to the floor of a chamber which is roughly hexagonal in plan and 

measures over 3.3m in length by just over 2.5m in greatest width. The walls are constructed 

partly of slabs on edge and partly of built masonry and the roofing slabs are supported by four 

pillars.

The chamber contained the disarticulated skeletons of what may have been two or three 

family groups when it was discovered in 1926. It is near the top of an extensive low mound on 

the flanks of which are the modern buildings of Rennibister farm. The scheduling is, outwith 

the fenced area round the souterrain, explicitly restricted to the sub-surface remains, with the 

intention that the farm road may be resurfaced without constraint.

The area to be scheduled is irregular in plan measuring a maximum of 25m N-S by 22m E-W. Its 

west side is in part defined by the outer edge of, but excludes, the wall of the farm buildings N 

of the farmhouse, and also excludes the modern surface of the farm road to a depth of 30cm 

or the top of the stonework of the souterrain, whichever is the lesser. The scheduled area is 

outlined in red on the accompanying map extract.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is a well preserved souterrain in which the skeletons of two or three families 

were found. It is in the care of Scottish Ministers. It is of national importance as a fine example 

of an enigmatic class of structure conventionally dated to the first few centuries AD or BC.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY 31 SE 3.
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Site Number 49

Site Name Quoyer,mound 480m NNW of

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 331478

Northing 1013951

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands
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Description The monument lies among glacial hummocks, but is distinctly different in size and shape. A 

mound measuring 17.5m in diameter sits on a platform about 30m N/S by 26m E/W on the 

outer edge of which is a bank which survives as a rickle of small stones or as a slight hump; the 

platform stands about 1m above the surrounding ground.

The monument is probably an early Bronze Age burial mound, although its features suggest it is 

of more than one period; its platform and bank are unusual. It is set on calcareous ground and 

bones can be expected to survive well.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as a well preserved burial mound with rare and 

distinctive field characteristics. Its archaeological potential is high and it is of importance to the 

themes of relationships between Bronze Age burials and Late Neolithic ritual, and to that of 

burial practices throughout the Bronze Age.

References

Bibliography

The monument is recorded in the RCAHMS as HY 31 SW 7.

Site Number 50

Site Name Ingashowe,broch 300m NE of,Finstown

Type of Site BROCH (IRON AGE)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 339041

Northing 1012771

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description Prehistoric domestic and denfensive: Broch. No further information

Canmore Number: 2089

Site Number 51

Site Name Damsay, St Mary's Chapel

Type of Site Ecclesiastical: chapel

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 338945

Northing 1014223

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of St Mary's Chapel on the N end of the island of 

Damsay, a small island in the Bay of Firth, off Finstown, Orkney. The monument was first 

scheduled in 1970 but the original documentation is missing: the present re-scheduling rectifies 
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this.

The site of St Mary's Chapel, a renowned place of pilgrimage down to post-medieval times, is 

traditionally identified with an amorphous, grass-covered mound located on the narrow neck 

of land between a freshwater loch and the N shore. The mound is roughly rectilinear in shape, 

measuring about 14m E-W by 7m transversely, and it stands more than 1m high. Coastal 

erosion on the seaward site has resulted in two exposures of stone and earth and some 

possible flagged flooring.

The area to be scheduled is irregular in plan measuring a maximum of 30m E-W by 23m 

transversely, to include the chapel mound and an area around it in which associated remains 

may survive, as marked in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance for its potential to provide evidence about the 

medieval church in Orkney and for its significance as a place of medieval and later pilgrimage. It 

has been suggested that this may be the site of a monastery, which further adds to its interest.

References

Bibliography

The monument is recorded in the RCAHMS as HY 31 SE 21.

Site Number 52

Site Name Boardhouse,mound 225m SSE of,Bimbister

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 332782

Northing 1015936

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description Prehistoric ritual and funerary: Mound. No further information

Canmore Number: 2001

Site Number 53

Site Name Staney Hill,standing stone 400m NNE of Feolquoy

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: standing stone

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 331950

Northing 1015673

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council

Canmore Number: 2000
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Council Orkney Islands

Description Prehistoric ritual and funerary: Standing Stone. No further information

Site Number 54

Site Name Burrian Broch,Corrigall

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 332353

Northing 1019375

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description Prehistoric domestic and defensive: Broch. No further information

Canmore Number: 2025

Site Number 55

Site Name Nettletar, broch 250m SW of

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: barrow

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 332324

Northing 1017417

Parish Sandwick

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of a broch or related structure, with associated 

remains. It is already scheduled, but with an inadequate area to protect all of the remains. This 

proposal rectifies this defect.

The monument to be scheduled is a broch, or closely related structure, and settlement which 

was investigated by Rev. Dr Traill. The broch or related structure measured over 16m across 

externally. Its entrance was to the east and it contained three mural cells and a well. Outside it 

were walls and, on its east side, small cells. It has been incorporated in the field wall system. 

An irregular low mound on its NE side may reflect the underground presence of the cells 

referred to above, while the topography suggests that associated remains may survive to its 

west.

Some 30 to 40m to its SE is a low mound which may be natural and is therefore not included in 

this scheduling. The scheduling includes those parts of the field wall within the scheduled area 

since they seem likely to be built of stones taken from the broch.

The area to be scheduled comprises the broch, associated remains and field wall and an area in 

which remains associated with their construction and use will survive. It is rectangular and 

measures 35m NNW-SSE by 45m ENE-WSW, with its western edge 30m from the centre of the 
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main line of the field wall, all as marked in red on the attached map extract.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as one of the better surviving inland brochs with 

surrounding settlement in Orkney.

References

Bibliography

The monument is recorded in the RCAHMS as HY 31 NW 38.

Site Number 56

Site Name Stenness, stone circle and henge

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: henge; stone circle or ring

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 330675

Northing 1012501

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises a stone circle, henge and all other remains in the area in the care of 

the Secretary of State for Scotland at the Stones of Stenness. Different names (Ring of 

Stenness, Stones of Stenness) are used on OS maps of different scales.

The area to be scheduled is the area in the care of the Secretary of State for Scotland 

containing the henge and stone circle and other remains, measuring 88.4m or thereabouts 

along its NW side, 85.3m or thereabouts along its NE side and 102.1m or thereabouts along its 

SE side and bounded on all sides by a fence, as marked in red on the accompanying map 

extract. The scheduling excludes the fence.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance, indeed international importance, as part of the core 

of a mainly third and second millennium BC (although including elements which may be of late 

4th millennium BC date) ritual landscape. The stone circle and henge, in an area within which 

other remains may be expected to survive, give the monument importance both as a field 

monument and because the area contains important information about religious, ceremonial 

and funerary practices of late fourth and third millennium societies. The monument is also 

important because other monuments within a broader area extending to the horizons may 

have been sited in relationship to it.

References

Bibliography

Ritchie, J. N. G. (1976)'The Stones of Stenness, Orkney' Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot. 107 (1975-6), 

1'60.
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Site Name Ness, mound 140m NW of, Grimeston

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 330529

Northing 1014885

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is the remains of a burial mound dating probably to the Bronze Age (between 

about 2000 and 800 BC). The monument is visible as an upstanding, circular, turf-covered 

earthen mound, measuring 11.5m in diameter and surviving to a height of 0.9m, with a gently 

rounded top. The 1929 RCAHMS record indicates that it has been 'broken into at the top' in 

antiquity. The monument lies at the intersection between four fields, in agricultural land 15m 

above OD on a promontory overlooking the E shore of Loch Harray. The monument was first 

scheduled in 1940, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present 

amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is circular on plan and measures 20m in diameter. It includes the remains 

described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 

construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the 

accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of all post-

and-wire fences and gates to allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to our understanding of funerary and burial practice in the Bronze Age. Burial mounds and 

earthen barrows form an important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age 

landscape, and provide evidence for the major social and economic changes which took place 

during this period. Orkney's burial mounds are unusual in Scotland, and important within a 

British context, as the majority are earthen mounds as opposed to stone-built cairns. Although 

this burial mound may have been disturbed in antiquity, it retains its field characteristics to a 

marked degree and is a significant example of its type. Excavation of similar sites elsewhere in 

Orkney demonstrates that the burial mound at Ness has the potential to contain one or more 

burials and associated features, such as the remains of funeral pyres or mortuary structures. 

The significance of this mound is enhanced by its location within a wider landscape of Bronze 

Age burial monuments located around Loch Harray. Our understanding of the dating, form, 

function and distribution of Bronze Age burial mounds would be diminished if this monument 

was to be lost or damaged.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY21NW20.
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Site Number 58

Site Name Knowes of Trinnawin, mounds 830m and 560m SE of Upper Bigging

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: barrow; mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or dom

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 333483

Northing 1018935

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of six barrows dating probably from the Bronze Age 

(between around 2000 and 800 BC). The barrows are visible as two groups of low, roughly 

circular, turf-covered mounds. The NW group originally comprised at least two barrows, but 

only one is visible today, measuring about 20m in diameter and standing 0.7m high. This 

barrow was partly excavated in 1922 and contained a stone-lined pit and a cist without a cover 

stone. The SE group comprises five barrows, four of them arranged in a row aligned W-E, with 

an outlier 50m to the NE. One of the barrows in the row of four is notably larger than the rest, 

measuring 15m in diameter and standing 1.5m high. The other barrows range in diameter from 

approximately 6m to 9m, and in height from 0.3m to 0.5m. Four of the SE group of mounds 

were partly investigated in 1902-3 and found to be built primarily of earth and small stones. A 

short cist found in the SE side of the largest mound contained fragments of bone and ashes. A 

'cavity' or pit in the adjacent mound to the E held a complete steatite urn, embedded in ash, 

containing burnt bones. Ash, fragments of bone and charred wood were also recorded from 

the other mounds examined. The monument is situated on a broad ridge at around 65m OD 

with excellent views towards the Loch of Harray. The monument was first scheduled in 1937, 

but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The scheduling comprises two separate areas. The first is circular in plan, 30m in diameter, 

centred on the centre of the surviving barrow to the NW. The second is rectangular in plan, 

measuring 120m WSW-ENE by 55m transversely, to include the five barrows in the SE group. 

The scheduled areas include the remains described above and an area around them within 

which evidence relating to the construction, use and abandonment of the barrows is expected 

to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the 

above-ground elements of all post-and-wire fences and the top 30cm of the track to allow for 

their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its inherent potential to contribute to our 

understanding of the dating, form, function and distribution of Bronze Age barrows and barrow 

cemeteries in Orkney, as well as changes in burial practice and society in the Bronze Age. 

Earthen barrows form an important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's prehistoric 

landscape. Orkney's barrows are unusual in Scotland, and important within a British context, 

because the majority are mainly earthen mounds as opposed to stone-built cairns. Despite 

minor excavations in the early 20th century, the Knowes of Trinnawin retain high potential to 

preserve human burials and, possibly, evidence of mortuary structures, funeral pyres and 

related activities, as has been discovered at similar sites elsewhere in Orkney. The significance 

of the surviving barrows at Knowes of Trinnawin is enhanced by their association with other 

barrows nearby and their place in the wider landscape. The Harray area is exceptionally rich in 

Bronze Age burial monuments, including an impressive barrow cemetery at Knowes o' Trotty 

about 1.6km to the SE, and another barrow cemetery at Hollands, about 2km to the NW. Our 
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understanding of prehistoric ritual and burial practices in Orkney and across Scotland would be 

diminished if this monument was to be lost or damaged.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY31NW 40 and HY31NW 41.
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Site Number 59

Site Name Big Howe, broch 260m WNW of Stenness Church

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 330824

Northing 1012495

Parish Sandwick

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is a broch mound dating probably from the Iron Age (between about 600 BC 

and AD 400), visible as a pronounced rise in a field of cultivated grassland. The monument was 

levelled at the beginning of the 20th century, but geophysical surveys in 2002 and 2007 have 

confirmed that the mound contains the remains of a broch below ground. The results revealed 

part of a broch tower, approximately 30m in diameter, surrounded by a pear-shaped ditched 

enclosure. The results also suggested the presence of additional stone structures within the 

tower. The broch occupies a highly strategic location only 425m SE of the Ness of Brodgar, at 

about 5m above sea level, overlooking the Loch of Harray and the Loch of Stenness.

The scheduled area is circular on plan, measuring 95m in diameter, to include the remains 

described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 

construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the 

accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of the 

post-and-wire fence that runs NE-SW across the SE edge of the monument.

Canmore Number: 2118
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Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular, of Iron Age society in Orkney 

and the function, use and development of brochs. Results of geophysical survey indicate that 

the remains of the broch and ditched enclosure are well-preserved below ground. By analogy 

with excavated brochs in Orkney, this monument is likely to retain its basal structural 

characteristics to a marked degree and, together with the ditched enclosure, will certainly 

contain deposits rich in occupation debris, artefacts and palaeoenvironmental evidence. Its 

importance is enhanced because of its siting within the Neolithic ritual landscape around the 

Ness of Brodgar. The Stones of Stenness lie less than 70m to the NW and the late Neolithic 

settlement of Barnhouse lies only 200m to the NNE. The close proximity of Big Howe broch to 

these earlier monuments is clearly of significance and has the potential to inform our 

understanding of the Iron Age community's respect for and appropriation of earlier 

monuments, perhaps for political or social reasons. Its siting just S of the Ness of Brodgar, a 

narrow strip of land between the Loch of Stenness and the Loch of Harray, is also likely to have 

been of strategic significance. The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our 

future ability to appreciate and understand the development, use and re-use of brochs, and 

the nature of Iron Age society, economy and social hierarchy in Orkney and further afield.
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Site Number 60

Site Name Staney Hill, enclosure 95m S of Henges

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: henge

NRHE Number

Canmore Number:
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 332208

Northing 1015645

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is an enclosure, very probably a henge (a ritual and ceremonial monument), 

dating to the late Neolithic or early Bronze Age (the late third or early second millennium BC). 

It survives as a circular enclosure measuring approximately 60m in diameter in total, defined by 

an inner bank, an outer ditch and an intermittent outer bank. The inner bank is 3m wide and 

survives to a height of 0.3-0.6m. It encloses an internal area measuring 45m WNW-ESE by 40m 

transversely. No entrances are visible. The ditch varies in width from 1.5m in the SW to around 

13m in the ENE. On the E and NE sides, the ditch is water-filled and forms a series of ponds 

which may be a product of later re-working. The outer bank is 2m-5m in width. It is most 

visible around the southern part of the enclosure and fades out on the E side. The monument 

is situated on the low-lying hilltop of Staney Hill at 50m above OD, with views to the SW over 

the Lochs of Harray and Stenness and towards the Ring of Brodgar. The W side of the 

monument has been bisected by a minor public road.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan, to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 

abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling specifically excludes the top 30cm of the road surface and the above-ground 

elements of an electricity pole and all post-and-wire fences to allow for their routine 

maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because it has inherent potential to make a 

significant contribution to our understanding of the past, particularly the design and 

construction of ritual and ceremonial monuments and the nature of belief systems in late 

Neolithic and early Bronze Age Orkney. Staney Hill is one of only four certain or potential 

henges recorded in Orkney, all of them located close to the Lochs of Harray and Stenness and 

within an area internationally recognised for its outstanding heritage of Neolithic monuments. 

Although no evidence of an entrance or causeway is visible on the ground surface, the bank 

and ditch features at Staney Hill are characteristic of henge sites - and show particularly clearly 

on aerial photographs. Given the absence of recorded antiquarian or modern archaeological 

investigation, there is significant potential for the monument to preserve buried archaeology in 

the interior and in the ditch and banks. Henges are rare across Scotland and provide a unique 

and important source of evidence for human belief and ritual activities during early prehistory. 

The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our ability to appreciate and 

understand the meaning and importance of ritual and ceremony in prehistoric times and the 

placing of such monuments within the landscape.
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Site Number 61

Site Name Ness of Boray,broch

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 344271

Northing 1021013

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description Prehistoric domestic and defensive: Broch. No further information

Canmore Number: 2690

Site Number 62

Site Name Langskaill,Viking houses

Type of Site Secular: Viking settlement, Norse settlement

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 343439

Northing 1022028

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description Secular: Viking Settlement. No further information

Canmore Number: 2693

Site Number 63

Site Name Varme Dale, mounds 470m ESE of Gorn

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 340602

Northing 1018704

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of a group of barrows dating from the Bronze Age 

(between about 2000 and 800 BC). The barrows are visible as seven low-lying, sub-circular, 

mainly turf-covered, earthen mounds, spread over an area of 3.5 hectares. The two 

northernmost mounds measure 12m and 10m in diameter respectively and survive to a height 

of 0.4m; one small orthostat visible in the western mound of this pair probably indicates the 
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remains of a cist. A single mound lies at the centre of the group, measuring 8m in diameter and 

standing 0.7m high, with a gently rounded top. Two adjacent mounds at the SE end of the 

group measure 8m and 6m, and survive to a height of 0.8m and 0.5m respectively. The sixth 

mound is on its own at the SW end of the group and measures 9.5m in diameter, surviving to a 

height of 0.6m. The seventh mound lies on its own in unimproved heather moorland some 

130m to the NE of the group, and measures 13m in diameter. The monument occupies sloping 

ground 300m NE of the Bay of Isbister at around 15-25m above OD. The monument was first 

scheduled in 1938, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present 

amendment rectifies this.

There are five scheduled areas. The area around the N group is irregular on plan measuring a 

maximum of 65m E-W by 32m N-S; the areas around the central, SE and SW mounds are 

circular, measuring 28m, 32m, and 30m respectively in diameter; the area around the seventh 

mound to the NE of the group is a circle 30m in diameter. The scheduled areas include the 

remains described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the 

monument's construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on 

the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes above-ground elements of all post-

and-wire fences to allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to our understanding of funerary practice in the Bronze Age. Earthen barrows form an 

important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age landscape, and provide 

evidence for the major social and economic changes which took place during this period. 

Orkney's barrows are unusual in Scotland, and important within a British context, because the 

majority are earthen mounds as opposed to stone-built cairns. The seven surviving barrows at 

Varme Dale retain their field characteristics to a marked degree and their significance is 

enhanced as a group of associated mounds probably forming part of a barrow cemetery. 

Limited archaeological excavation has revealed evidence of well-preserved mortuary structures 

and burials within at least two of the barrows and there is high potential for buried deposits to 

be preserved in the other mounds in this group. The significance of Varme Dale is enhanced by 

its association with other barrow mounds and Bronze Age sites on marginal land N of the Bay 

of Isbister. Our understanding of the dating, form, function and distribution of Bronze Age 

barrows would be diminished if this monument was to be lost or damaged.
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Site Number 64

Site Name Knowes of Euro, mounds 340m SW of Appietown, Gorsness

Type of Site
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Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: barrow

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 341417

Northing 1018856

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of two barrows dating from the Bronze Age (between 

about 2000 and 800 BC). The barrows are visible as two, roughly circular, turf-covered earthen 

mounds, about 110m apart. The mound to the W measures 13.8m in diameter and stands 

around 1m high. It is truncated on its NW side by a farm track running SW-NE. The larger 

mound, which lies to the ENE, measures 15.5m in diameter and stands up to 1.2m high. The 

monument occupies sloping ground at around 40m above OD at the neck of a promontory, 

overlooking the Bay of Isbister to the SW and the Bay of Puldrite to the ESE. The monument 

was first scheduled in 1936, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the 

present amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area comprises two circles on plan, centred on the mounds, to include the 

remains described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the 

monument's construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on 

the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of the 

post-and-wire fences along the farm road to allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to our understanding of funerary practice in the Bronze Age. Earthen barrows form an 

important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age landscape, and provide 

evidence for the major social and economic changes which took place during this period. 

Orkney's Bronze Age barrows are unusual in Scotland, and important within a British context, 

as the majority are earthen mounds as opposed to stone-built cairns. Despite some previous 

disturbance, the barrows at Knowes of Euro retain their field characteristics to a marked 

degree and are clearly visible in the landscape. They retain good potential for the preservation 

of Bronze Age burials and related features. The significance of the Knowes of Euro is enhanced 

by their close association with other barrow mounds and Bronze Age sites on marginal land N 

of the Bay of Isbister. Our understanding of the dating, form, function and distribution of 

Bronze Age barrows would be diminished if this monument was to be lost or damaged.

References

Bibliography

Other Information

RCAHMS records the monument as HY41NW 5.

(Note that OS Mastermap appears to have placed the easternmost mound slightly too far to 

the S, which is why the scheduled area appears not to be centred on the mapped 

representation of the mound.)
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Site Number 65

Site Name West Puldrite, two mounds 280m NNW of

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: barrow

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 341483

Northing 1018575

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of two barrows dating from the Bronze Age (between 

about 2000 and 800 BC). The barrows are visible as two low-lying, sub-circular, turf-covered 

earthen mounds, immediately adjacent to each other. The mound to the S measures 7.5m 

diameter and stands 0.7m high. The larger mound to the N measures 12m and survives to a 

height of 1m. The remains of a well-built stone cist are visible towards the NW side of this 

mound, comprising a cover slab and four side slabs. Examined in 1928, this had contained the 

skeletal remains of three individuals laid with their heads to the S; the last to be inserted was a 

young man, placed on his right side in a crouched position. The monument occupies sloping 

ground at the neck of a promontory, overlooking the Bay of Isbister 800m to the SW and the 

Bay of Puldrite 600m to the E, at an altitude of around 40m above OD. The monument was first 

scheduled in 1936, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present 

amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 

abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of the post-and-wire fence to 

allow for its maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to our understanding of funerary practice in the Bronze Age. Earthen barrows form an 

important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age landscape, and provide 

evidence for the major social and economic changes which took place during this period. The 

barrows at West Puldrite retain their field characteristics to a marked degree. Archaeological 

excavation in the 1920s revealed evidence of well-preserved mortuary structures and burials 

within one of the barrows and there is high potential for further buried deposits to be 

preserved in both mounds. The cist structure survives intact today. Orkney's Bronze Age 

barrows are unusual in Scotland, and important within a British context, as the majority are 

earthen mounds as opposed to stone-built cairns. The Bronze Age period saw a move away 

from the construction of large monumental structures housing communal burials over an 

extended timeframe, towards more dispersed communities and individual burial in barrows 
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and barrow cemeteries. The fact that the cist contained three individuals is therefore of 

particular interest. The significance of West Puldrite is enhanced by its association with other 

barrow mounds and Bronze Age sites on marginal land N of the Bay of Isbister. Our 

understanding of the dating, form, function and distribution of Bronze Age barrows would be 

diminished if this monument was to be lost or damaged.

References

Bibliography
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Site Number 66

Site Name Sandyhall, mounds S of

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or domestic)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 339895

Northing 1019441

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is the remains of three Bronze Age barrows dating probably to the Bronze Age 

(between about 2000 BC and 800 BC). The barrows are visible as three circular, turf-covered 

earthen mounds, arranged in a line orientated NNW-SSE. The N mound is about 60m distant 

from the central mound, which is some 85m away from the S mound. The N mound is the 

largest of the three, measuring 18m in diameter and standing up to 1.8m. The central and S 

mounds both measure around 16m in diameter and stand about 0.3m high, but they have been 

reduced and spread by ploughing. The monument occupies sloping ground on the SW face of 

Gorseness Hill at around 20-25m above OD. The monument was first scheduled in 1936, but 

the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present amendment rectifies this.

The scheduling comprises three separate scheduled areas. The area around the N mound is 

circular, measuring 36m in diameter, truncated on its western edge to exclude the fence. The 

areas around the central and S mounds are also circular, each 36m in diameter. These three 
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areas include the remains described above and an area around them within which evidence 

relating to the monument's construction, use and abandonment is expected to survive, as 

shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground 

elements of all post-and-wire fences and a concrete water tank adjacent to the S mound, to 

allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to our understanding of funerary practices in the Bronze Age. Earthen barrows form an 

important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age landscape. Sandyhall 

preserves three barrows of larger than average size, one of which (Mound A) is well preserved 

and appears undisturbed. The significance of the site is enhanced because this group of 

mounds probably formed part of a larger barrow cemetery originally. Limited archaeological 

excavation has revealed evidence of a well-preserved cist and human remains within one of 

the barrows and there is high potential for buried deposits to be preserved in the other 

mounds of the group. Orkney's barrows are unusual in Scotland, and important within a British 

context, as the majority are earthen mounds as opposed to stone-built cairns. The Bronze Age 

period saw a move away from the construction of large monumental structures housing 

communal burials over an extended timeframe, towards more dispersed communities and 

individual burial in barrows and barrow cemeteries. The significance of Sandyhall is enhanced 

by its association with other barrow mounds and Bronze Age sites on marginal land N of the 

Bay of Isbister. Our understanding of the dating, form, function and distribution of Bronze Age 

barrows would be diminished if this monument was to be lost or damaged.
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Site Number 67

Site Name Knowes of Trotty,mounds S of Netherhouse,Huntscarth

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: barrow; mound (ritual or funerary rather than defensive or dom

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument
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Easting 334186

Northing 1017444

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of a group of Bronze Age burial mounds.

There are twelve large mounds and several smaller ones in a band of land running N-S along 

the limit of present-day agricultural cultivation. The largest of the mounds is almost 20m in 

diameter, the smallest of the twelve is just less than 6m in diameter. In addition, there are at 

least three much smaller mounds, while recent research on Bronze Age burial mounds suggests 

that there may be associated burials not beneath mounds. The most north-westerly of the 

mounds produced early Bronze Age artefacts during 19th century excavations.

The area to be scheduled is irregular on plan, but capable of ready definition using modern 

fence boundaries and a track as reference points. It measures a maximum of 450m from E of N 

to W of S, by 145m, to include all of the large and small mounds, and an area between and 

around them which may contain evidence relating to their construction and possibly additional 

burials, all as marked in red on the accompanying map. Modern fences are excluded.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as one of the finest groups of Bronze Age (perhaps 

Early Bronze Age) burial mounds in Scotland. It has proven archaeological potential, and has 

further potential, through excavation and analysis, to provide important information about 

prehistoric burial practices and material culture.

References

Bibliography

The monument is recorded in the RCAHMS as HY 31 NW 42.

Site Number 69

Site Name WOODWYN

Type of Site

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 332780

Northing 1015940

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31NW 11 3278 1594. (HY 3277 1594) Tumulus (NR) OS 6" map, Orkney, 2nd ed., (1903). The 

mound is composed of earth and stones and is scheduled as a 'mound'. OS Name Book 1880. 

This mound has a diameter of 35ft and a height of not more than 2ft. It has b

Canmore Number:

Site Number 75

Site Name NESS-BRECK, CORRIGALL

Type of Site
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Type of Site Barrow(S) (Prehistoric), Cist(S) (Period Unassigned), Mound (Period Unassigned)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 333310

Northing 1019010

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31NW 41 3325 1901, 3331 1901 and 3331 1898

(A - HY 3325 1901; B - HY 3331 1901) Tumuli (NR)

OS 6" map, Orkney, 2nd ed., (1903).

Situated at the W. base of Hindera Fiold are three mounds, of which the two larger, known as 

the Knowes of Stankieth (J Frazer 1923), were excavated by Frazer in 1922 (Frazer 1923). The 

largest and most westerly mound (A) of earth and stones, some of which are fairly large, 

measures 55ft E-W by 66ft N-S and about 4ft 6 ins high. Frazer found a stone-lined cavity and a 

cist, 2ft by 1 1/2ft, without cover stone. Both contained black earth. About 65yds to the east is 

a similar mound (B) but without the larger stones, measuring 28ft in diameter and 4ft high. 

Frazer uncovered a cist 2ft square and 2 1/2 ft deep with cover-stone, containing a quantity of 

burnt bone fragments and ashes. The cist and contents are still in situ. (Frazer 1923) Some 28 

yds to the south is a third mound (C), 23ft in diameter and about 18 ins high. (? HY 3331 1898)

RCAHMS 1946

Of the three mounds described by the RCAHMS, sited in a pasture-field at about 200ft OD, only 

mound A, at HY 3325 1901, remains, measuring 21.0m E-W by 20.0m N-S and 1.4m high. There 

is a slight rise in the ground at the published site of mound B but no trace could be found of 

mound C. The name 'Knowes of Stankieth' is not known locally, and the cists found by Frazer 

are no longer visible.

A resurveyed at 1/2500. B published site revised.

Visited by OS (NKB) 15 June 1966.

Field Visit (15 June 1966)

Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division Revision Programme

Of the three mounds described by the RCAHMS, sited in a pasture-field at about 200ft OD, only 

mound A, at HY 3325 1901, remains, measuring 21.0m E-W by 20.0m N-S and 1.4m high. There 

is a slight rise in the ground at the published site of mound B but no trace could be found of 

mound C. The name 'Knowes of Stankieth' is not known locally, and the cists found by Frazer 

are no longer visible.

A resurveyed at 1/2500. B published site revised.

Visited by OS (NKB) 15 June 1966.

Field Visit (5 April 1993)

Orkney Barrows Project

One mound was recorded during the course of the Orkney Barrows Project, the other having 

been levelled.
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The remaining mound measured 21m by 20m and 1.4m in height.

Information from the Orkney Barrows Project (JD), 1993
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Site Number 78

Site Name Knowe of Burrian, broch at Netherbrough

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 330836

Northing 1016799

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description he monument comprises a broch dating probably from the Iron Age (between around 600 BC 

and AD 400). It is visible as a substantial turf-covered mound, measuring approximately 48m N-

S by 45m E-W, and standing up to 6m high. It is not known whether the mound is entirely 

artificial or partly natural. Limited excavations in 1936 revealed that the broch itself is 

approximately 18.3m in overall diameter, with walls 5m thick. A carved Pictish symbol stone 

was recovered from within the broch. Beneath the floor in the W half of the interior, an 

elaborate rock-cut underground chamber was discovered, lined with masonry and reached by 

a stone-built staircase. The chamber is reported to be about 3.2m long, 1.8m wide and 4m 

high, with a corbelled roof. Part of the interior of the broch is still exposed today, but not the 

chamber. The remains of an external defensive ditch and bank are visible on aerial 

photographs SW of the mound; these outworks were also recorded on the first edition 

Ordnance Survey map. The broch mound is located inland, on relatively level ground some 

800m E of the Loch of Harray, at about 7m above sea level. It has extensive views in all 

directions but especially to the W over the Loch of Harray, SSW to the Broch of Gullow only 

520m away, and SW towards another broch called Burrian, 2.4km distant, on the W shore of 

the Loch of Harray. The monument was first scheduled in 1937, but the documentation did not 

meet modern standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The scheduled area is circular on plan, measuring 100m in diameter, to include the remains 

described above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 

use and re-use is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of all post-and-wire fences to 

allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular of Iron Age society in Orkney 

and the function, use and development of brochs. This is an impressive and well-preserved 

broch mound in a rich archaeological landscape. By analogy with excavated brochs in Orkney, 

and as confirmed by the 1936 exploratory excavation, this monument retains its structural 
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characteristics to a marked degree. The broch is likely to have a complex development 

sequence. It may overlie earlier remains and probably includes evidence for later re-use of the 

site, as indicated by the discovery of a Class 1 Pictish carved stone. Its importance is enhanced 

by the presence of defensive outworks, rare on Orcadian brochs, and because of its proximity 

to several other brochs in the Loch Harray area, with high potential to study the relationship 

between them. The monument is part of a landscape containing an exceptional concentration 

of important archaeological sites testifying to social and economic change over several 

millennia. The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our future ability to 

appreciate and understand the development, use and reuse of brochs, and the nature of Iron 

Age society, economy and social hierarchy in Orkney and further afield.
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Site Number 79

Site Name Knowe of Gullow, broch, Netherbrough

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 330698

Northing 1016292

Parish

Council Orkney Islands

Description
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Description The monument is a broch dating probably from the Iron Age (between 600 BC and AD 400). 

The monument is visible as a roughly circular mound, measuring around 40m NNW-SSE by 35m 

WSW-ENE and standing up to 3m high. The mound sits on top of a wider platform or sub-

rectangular mound, measuring approximately 45m NNW-SSE by 40m WSW-ENE. Known locally 

as 'the castle', the mound is expected to contain the foundations of a substantial broch tower, 

similar to the Broch of Burrian some 525m to the NNE. The monument is located in an area of 

unimproved, relatively level ground E of the Loch of Harray, at about 15m above sea level. It 

has extensive views in all directions, but especially to the W and S over the Loch of Harray. The 

monument was first scheduled in 1937, but the documentation did not meet modern 

standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The scheduled area is circular on plan, 55m in diameter, to include the remains described 

above and an area around them within which evidence relating to the monument's 

construction and use is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of the post-and-wire fence and a 

water trough. It also excludes the top 300mm of the surface of the track and passing place to 

the SE to allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular of Iron Age society in Orkney 

and the function, use and development of brochs. By analogy with excavated brochs in Orkney, 

this monument is likely to retain its structural characteristics to a marked degree and may have 

a complex development sequence. Its importance is enhanced by its proximity to several other 

brochs in the Loch Harray area, especially the Broch of Burrian, with high potential to study the 

relationship between them. The monument is part of a landscape containing an exceptional 

concentration of important archaeological sites testifying to social and economic change over 

several millennia. The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our future ability to 

appreciate and understand the development, use and re-use of brochs, and the nature of Iron 

Age society, economy and social hierarchy in Orkney and further afield.
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Site Number 80

Site Name LOCH OF KIRBISTER

Type of Site ENCLOSURE (UNDATED), STRUCTURE (UNDATED)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 337170

Northing 1008140

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY30NE 6 3717 0814.

(HY 3717 0814) A circular building with an entrance was traced on this island by Petrie in 

1870.(Information from G Petrie notebook no.12 c.1879)

In June 1935 the Commission, viewing the island through binoculars from the shore, reported 

that the central part of the island was raised to a considerable height and that here and there a 

stone appeared above the grass which covered the surface, but that there was little sign of any 

actual construction.

A stone on edge was visible on the west side of the island and there appeared to be an 

enclosing ring around the central elevation a short distance from the shore line.

RCAHMS 1946, visited 1935.

This small turf-covered island now measures 37m. NE-SW by 19m. transversely, the highest 

portion of which is in the southern half, 1.7m. high above present water-level. An oval 

structure, 8.5m. E-W by 6.5m. transversely, composed of turf-covered stones and the vague 

outline of an attendant enclosure, are traceable on this elevated portion. Some of the stones 

are almost square and have obviously been used for building purposes.

No further information could be obtained about this site.

Surveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (RL) 1966.

Orkney Smr Note (August 1997)

Revisited by canoe in 1997. As described but also noted upright entrance stones (see photo); 

entire island has a low well-built wall of some dressed stones encircling it; and there is a small 

projecting pier.

Information from Orkney SMR MLW Aug 1997
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Site Number 81

Site Name LOCH OF KIRBISTER,ENCLOSURES ON HOLM OF GROUNDWATER

Type of Site PREHISTORIC DOMESTIC AND DEFENSIVE: ENCLOSURE (DOMESTIC OR DEFENSIVE)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 337171

Northing 1008133

Parish 0rphir

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number: 1952

Site Number 93

Site Name KIRKWALL, BRANDQUOY PARK, BOWLING PAVILION

Type of Site PAVILION

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 344992

Northing 1010756

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 96

Site Name KIRKWALL, RENNIBISTER

Type of Site NO CLASS (EVENT)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 340200

Northing 1012700

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY41SW 280 402 127

HY 402 127 As part of the Forestry Commission's ongoing Orkney Woodland Development 

Project, Orkney Archaeological Trust were asked to undertake a study to assess whether a 
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1.29ha area of tree planting at Rennibister Farm was likely to have an impact on any significant 

archaeological sites. In December 2005 a desk-based assessment, followed by a site visit and 

walkover survey, revealed no threat to any sites of archaeological significance.

Archive deposited in Orkney SMR. Archive to be deposited in NMRS.

Sponsor: the Forestry Commission, Scotland.

Andrew Hollinrake, 2006.

Ground Survey (December 2005)

HY 402 127 As part of the Forestry Commission's ongoing Orkney Woodland Development 

Project, Orkney Archaeological Trust were asked to undertake a study to assess whether a 

1.29ha area of tree planting at Rennibister Farm was likely to have an impact on any significant 

archaeological sites. In December 2005 a desk-based assessment, followed by a site visit and 

walkover survey, revealed no threat to any sites of archaeological significance.

Archive deposited in Orkney SMR. Archive to be deposited in NMRS.

Sponsor: the Forestry Commission, Scotland.

A Hollinrake 2005
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Site Number 100

Site Name KIRKWALL, BROAD STREET, TANKERNESS HOUSE MUSEUM

Type of Site HOUSE, MUSEUM

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 344850

Northing 1010869

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 129

Site Name KIRKWALL, WATERGATE, COUNTY BUILDINGS AND POLICE HEADQUARTERS

Type of Site COURT HOUSE, POLICE STATION

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting

Canmore Number:
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Easting 344941

Northing 1010751

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 144

Site Name KIRKWALL, PALACE ROAD, BOWLING GREEN

Type of Site BOWLING GREEN (POSSIBLE)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 344973

Northing 1010746

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 145

Site Name KIRKWALL, CATHEDRAL GREEN, DRINKING FOUNTAIN

Type of Site DRINKING FOUNTAIN

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 344881

Northing 1010866

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 150

Site Name WIDEFORD HILL

Type of Site CHAMBERED CAIRN

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 340900

Northing

Canmore Number: 2483
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Northing 1012110

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY41SW 1 4090 1211.

(HY 4090 1211) Chambered Mound (NR)

OS 6" map, Orkney, 2nd ed., (1903).

Wideford Hill Chambered Cairn. A conspicuous megalithic chambered cairn with three 

concentric walls. The burial chamber, with three large calls leading off it,is entered by a 

passage. It is of neolithic date c.2,000 B.C.

RCAHMS 1946; V G Childe and W D Simpson 1961; A S Henshall 1963; H E Kilbride-Jones 1973.

This cairn has been built on a platform constructed on the western slope of a hill.

Re-surveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (GHP) 5 April 1964.

'The Orcadian' reported the excavation of a subterranean chamber at Wideford Hill.

Publication Account (1996)

RCAHMS: Exploring Scotland's Heritage - Orkney, 1996

Though not an easy walk, the reward is a tomb in excellent condition and, on a clear day, a 

beautiful view over the Bay of Firth. This is another Maes Howe design and, as at Quoyness 

(no. 84), all three wall-faces are visible, representing the various stages of construction of the 

cairn. The chamber with its three side-cells is dug back into the hillside and the entrance is 

downslope (although entry is now through a hatch in the roof, the original passage being only 

0.6m high). Excavation in the 19th century found the cells to be empty, although the main 

chamber has been deliberately filled with rubble.

On the northern lower slope of Wideford at Quanterness (HY 417129), there is a large mound 

which, though inaccessible, contains a magnificent tomb of Maes Howe design, with six cells 

opening off the main chamber. Recent excavation of 80% of the tomb (the rest left deliberately 

for posterity) yielded human bones estimated to belong to 157 individuals, who had been 

brought into the tomb in skeletal state as at Isbister (no. 85). Unlike Wideford the tomb had 

not been closed by infilling. Radiocarbon dates indicate that Quanterness was built around 

3400 BC and remained in use for about a thousand years.

Information from ‘Exploring Scotland’s Heritage: Orkney’, (1996).

Orkney Smr Note

Excavation report of 1849 by Petrie. [R1]

There is a short discussion of the chamber contents and Petrie's belief that the stone filling was 

deliberate. [R2] Chambered mound, near Quanterness, lies on the Western shoulder of the hill 

at an elevation of about 400ft above sea level and about midway up the slope of the hill. 

Overall the mound at present measures N-S 46ft, E-W 41ft, NW-SE 46ft, NE-SW 48ft; but its 

original outline has already been much changed by excavations carried out, it is believed, by G 

Petrie. One chamber is at present exposed and at present the floor level of this chamber opens 

to three definite compartments or passages are still clearly defined. A fourth passage to 

another apartment is obscured by fallen stones and the debris that half fills thechamber at that 

end. This chamber is roughly oblong with a somewhat curved wall and lies with its main axes, 

measuring approx 10ft, lying almost due N and S and it is roughly 5ft wide at floor level 
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contracting as it is ascending to almost 2.5ft and it is about 7ft high with no indication of the 

manner in which it was roofed. At the N end of this chamber is a narrow passage 21in wide and 

no more than 15in in depth and gives no admission to a small beehive chamber which 

measures roughly 5.75ft long by 3.5ft broad at the widest parts and rises to a height of 5ft 9in. 

This is the only chamber in the mound to which access, with great difficulty, is possible. [R3]

Text abstracted from previous authorities. [R4]

Wideford Hill Cairn is situated on the steep W slope of the aformentioned hill. The cairn is 

almost circular, measuring 45ft NE-SW and 41.5ft NW-SE. There is a wall-face encircling the 

whole structure, and two more wall-faces, 4ft and 4.5ft apart, within the cairn, which is made 

up of loosely laid flat slabs. The burial chamber, with three large cells leading off it, is entered 

by a passage about 17.5ft long. Animal bones and teeth were found in the rubble. [R5]

Information from Orkney SMR [n.d.]
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Site Number 170

Site Name KIRKWALL, PALACE ROAD, BISHOP'S PALACE

Type of Site PALACE

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Canmore Number:
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Easting 344925

Northing 1010807

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 180

Site Name KIRKWALL, PALACE ROAD, EARL'S PALACE

Type of Site PALACE

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 344978

Northing 1010772

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 189

Site Name KIRKWALL, GLAITNESS ROAD, GLAITNESS HOUSE

Type of Site BOUNDARY WALL, GATE(S), GATE PIER(S), VILLA (19TH CENTURY)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 344253

Northing 1010538

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 213

Site Name RENNIBISTER

Type of Site HUMAN REMAINS(S) (UNDATED), SOUTERRAIN (PREHISTORIC)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 339730

Canmore Number: 2081
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Northing 1012600

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31SE 3 3973 1260.

(HY 3971 1259) This earth-house, discovered in 1926, has been partly reconstructed by the 

Ministry of Public Buildings and Works (MOPBW) and the interior is reached through the roof 

of the main compartment.

When originally examined, the floor of the main chamber was covered with human bones in 

considerable quantity, of adults and children of both sexes. The only other find was an ox-

scapula 'spade'.

H Marwick 1927; RCAHMS 1946; H Marwick 1952; V G Childe and W D Simpson 1961.

Earth-house, as described and illustrated above.

Surveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (NKB) 22 April 1966.

Publication Account (1996)

RCAHMS: Exploring Scotland's Heritage - Orkney, 1996

An interesting example of a modern farm on exactly the same spot as an iron-age farm, 

Rennibister lies close to the shore with access to a fertile area of land which has attracted 

settlement since neolithic times as demonstrated by three chambered cairns. Another earth-

house was found in the 19th century near Saverock, between Rennibister and Grain. The 

presence of the earthhouse at Rennibister was unsuspected until 1926 when its roof gave way 

beneath the weight of a threshing-machine passing overhead, and a modern hatch and ladder 

now allow entry through the roof into the chamber. Original access was down the narrow 

lintelled passage opening into the opposite end of the chamber, though with a width and 

height of only about 0.7m, it can never have been easy. The chamber is oval, its originally cor 

belied roof supported on four free-standing stone pillars, and its walls are furnished with five 

small recesses, one divided by a stone shelf. When it was first discovered, the end of the 

passage was filled with shells and domestic refuse, and a jumbled mass of human bones on the 

floor of the chamber proved to be the remains of six adults and twelve children. The fact that 

the skeletons were disarticulated implies that it was as bones rather than bodies that they 

were placed in the earth-house, presumably having originally been buried elsewhere, but it is 

not known why, or when, this was done.

Information from ‘Exploring Scotland’s Heritage: Orkney’, (1996).

Orkney Smr Note

When originally examined the floor of the main chamber was covered with human bones in 

considerable quantity, of adults and children of both sexes. The only other find was an ox-

scapula 'spade'. [R1]

This earthhouse at Rennibister lies immediately behind the farm-house at the entrance to the 

steading. It was accidently discovered on the 12th November 1926 when the roof of the 

structure gave way beneath the weight of a threshing machine. The monuments chamber has 

been completely cleared out and partly reconstructed, the interior now being reached through 

an opening in the roof of the main compartment. The compartment is roughly hexagonal, with 

its major axis running NW and SE. It is about 11ft 3in long by 8.5ft wide. It is about 5ft high in 

the centre. Further support for the roof has been provided by four freestanding pillars 

arranged in a squarish formation. The chamber was originally entered from the NW by a 

narrow passage. The outer end of the passage opens into a well-like space or hatchway. The 
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chamber is provided at the wall angles with five small recesses or aumbries of various 

sizes.[R2] [R3]

An interesting example of a modern farm on exactly the same spot as an iron age farm, 

Rennibister lies close to the shore with access to a fertile area of land which has attracted 

settlement since neolithic times as demonstrated by the three chambered cairns. Another 

earth-house was found in the c19th near Saverock,

between Rennibister and Grain. The presence of the earth-house at Rennibister was 

unsuspected until 1926 when its roof gave way beneath the weight of a threshing machine 

passing overhead, and a modern hatch and

ladder now allow entry through the roof in to the chamber. Original access was down the 

narrow lintelled passage opening into the opposite end of the chamber, though with a width 

and height of only about 0.7m, it can never have been easy. The chamber is oval, its originally 

corbelled roof supported on four freestanding stone pillars, and its walls are finished with five 

small recesses, one divided by a stone shelf. When it was first

discovered, the end of the passage was filled with shells and domestic refuse, and a jumbled 

mass of human bones on the floor of the chamber proved to be the remains of six adults and 

twelve children. The fact that the skeletons were disarticulated implies that it was as bones 

rather than bodies that they were placed in the earth-house, presumably having originally been 

buried elsewhere but it is not known why, or when, this was done.

Information from Orkney SMR [n.d.]
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Site Number 215

Site Name INGSHOWE

Type of Site BROCH (IRON AGE).  ALTNAME =  INGASHOWE

NRHE Number

Canmore Number:
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Status NRHE Entry

Easting 339030

Northing 1012770

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31SE 5 3903 1277.

(HY 3903 1277) Brough (NR).

This broch has been so mutilated by excavation and by the encroachment of the sea that 

precise measurements are now unobtainable but, when excavated (J Anderson 1888) its 

external diameter was 60 ft, its internal diameter 33 ft, and the wall-thickness 13 1/2 ft. The 

doorway with guard-chamber was on the SW and, in a part of the wall that stood 12 ft high, a 

section of the gallery survived. Human remains and red deer bones were found.(G Petrie 1927; 

J Fraser 1927).

In the bank adjoining the beach are traces of a scattered kitchen-midden.

RCAHMS 1946.

The turf-covered remains of a broch, as described above. There is no trace of the midden 

noted by the Commission.

Resurveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS(NKB) 22 April 1966.

'The Orcadian' newspaper describes the excavations carried out at this site in the late 1850s.

Orkney Smr Note (1980)

Excavated 1857 by Farrer. Petrie writing two years later describes in detail the broch entrance-

passage, which had an aperture in the side paralleled only at Hoxa, S Ronaldsay. [R1] Anderson 

gives dimensions as external diameter 60ft, internal 33ft, wall thickness 13.5ft. [R2] Much 

damaged by excavations and sea erosion. In the bank adjoining the broch are traces of a 

scattered kitchen-midden deposit. [R3]

Outline sketch-plan, ink. Petrie sketchbook no 3 SAS 487, in RMS.

Turfed remains of broch as described. No trace of midden noted by RCAMS. OS visit April 66. 

No trace of midden. Dense-packed stonework including walls, exposed on a 40m front around 

end of headland; erosion quite rapid. Stonework appears to be founded directly on the glacial 

clay.

Information from Orkney SMR (RGL) Jul 80.

In October 1980 a group of Kirkwall Grammar School boys reported further erosion and picked 

up a spindle-whorl, an unfinished stone sinker, a large lump of iron dross from the bottom of a 

bloomery, and a piece of bloomery slag. These were deposited in Tankerness House Museum.

Information from Orkney SMR 1980

Publication Account (2002)

Euan W Mackie Broch Corpus 1

HY31 9 INGSHOWE

Canmore Number: 2089
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HY/39031277

Broch in Firth, close to the shore at the point of a low peninsula. The site was explored by 

Farrer before 1866 [3] and this and the encroaching sea have so much destroyed the structure 

that no proper measurements are obtainable now.

The main entrance was found in the south-west with a guard cell on the east (right) side of the 

passage. In a part of the wall which stood about 3.7 m (12 ft.) high traces of a mural gallery 

survived: this must have been an upper tier. There was also supposed to have been an 

aperture or slit opening from the guard cell to the entrance passage but from Petrie’s sketch 
(below) this is probably the low doorway. In a bank next to the beach are traces of a scattered 

midden deposit [5] and human bones were found in the rubbish inside the broch [3].

Petrie made a sketch of the exposed remains, which were then about 3 m high, including the 

entrance passage (with door-checks formed of slabs set on edge, a guard cell opening off it 

(with a low door, shown with dotted lines) and the presumably Level 2 intra-mural gallery [6, 

66, fig. 3.12].

Recorded dimensions [2], diameter 18.3 m (60 ft.), internal diameter 10.1 m (33 ft.) and wall 

thickness 4.1 m (13.5 ft.); the wall proportion is therefore c. 45%.

Finds [6, 67]: a stone whorl and iron slag.

Sources: 1. OS card no. HY 31 SE 5: 2. Anderson 1878, 318 (list of sites only); 3. Petrie 1927, 25: 

4. Fraser 1927, 52: 5. RCAHMS 1946, 2, no. 322, 92: 6. Hedges et al. 1987, 66-8.

E W MacKie 2002
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Site Number 217

Site Name BISHOP'S PALACE, KIRKWALL

Type of Site SECULAR: PALACE

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number:
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 344924

Northing 1010809

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument lies at the centre of the town of Kirkwall. It comprises the Bishop's Palace, first 

built in the 12th century and substantially reconstructed in the 16th century. The 12th-century 

remains consist of the basement walls of a large stone-built

Site Number 218

Site Name WIDEFORD HILL,CHAMBERED CAIRN

Type of Site PREHISTORIC RITUAL AND FUNERARY: CHAMBERED CAIRN

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 340903

Northing 1012097

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of a Neolithic chambered cairn situated on a steep W-facing hillside 

NW of the summit of Wideford Hill. The W- facing location is unusual, but the site commands a 

fine outward view over the lands of Firth and the sea, and looks towards the cairns of Cuween 

and Rousay. The cairn had been emptied many years before it came to recent antiquarian 

notice. A concrete roof with an entrance by ladder has been provided to allow visitor access. 

The monument is in the care of the Secretary of State. The cairn is almost circular on plan, and 

is formed in at least three concentric thicknesses, with the revetment walls of each very 

carefully constructed. The entrance passage faces W. It is very low and narrow, and the 

modern access does not use it. The rectangular main chamber and three subsidiary chambers 

are all well-built, with massive lintels over their entrances. The main chamber narrows as it 

rises while the subsidiary chambers are corbelled. The plan of the chambers places Wideford 

Hill in the Maeshowe group of cairns. The area to be scheduled is that within the boundary 

fence. It is rectangular, 35m E-W by 28m N-S, as marked in red on the accompanying map. The 

boundary fence and concrete roof are included.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as a fine field example of a Neolithic chambered 

tomb, of the Maeshowe group of Orkney cairns. It has an unusual W'facing location. Although 

the chamber has been emptied, the cairn itself may contain important information about the 

methods of tomb construction, while the old ground surface sealed below it may contain 

important information, accessible to excavation and analysis, about Neolithic land'use.

Canmore Number: 2483

Site Number 219

Site Name EARL'S PALACE, KIRKWALL

Type of Site SECULAR: PALACE

NRHE Number

Canmore Number:
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Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 344971

Northing 1010774

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of the remains of the Earl's Palace, built by Patrick Stewart, earl of 

Orkney, between c.1601 and 1607.  Earl Patrick had been granted the former bishop's palace, 

or Palace of the Yards, in Kirkwall, together with the bishopric land

Canmore Number:

Site Number 220

Site Name HILLOCK OF GARTH, CAIRN 900M S OF GARTH

Type of Site PREHISTORIC RITUAL AND FUNERARY: CAIRN (TYPE UNCERTAIN)

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 347052

Northing 1006792

Parish St Andrews And Deerness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises an oval mound, measuring 18.2m long, 16.7m wide and standing to 

a height of 1.8m. The monument was first scheduled in 1956 but an inadequate area was 

included to protect all of the archaeological remains: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The monument has been affected by peat cutting, although this has long ceased, and an infilled 

trench, measuring approximately 8m long by 4m wide, visible on the N half of the mound, 

indicates some investigation of the monument has previously taken place. There are several 

areas where stone is exposed and it is likely that the monument consisted of stone and earth, 

no cist or chamber discernible.

The area to be scheduled is a circle 40m in diameter, centred on the centre of the mound, to 

include all the visible features plus an area around in which evidence relating to their 

construction and use may survive, as marked in red on the accompanying map extract.

Canmore Number: 2324

Site Number 221

Site Name PICKAQUOY,BURNT MOUND & SETTLEMENT

Type of Site PREHISTORIC DOMESTIC AND DEFENSIVE: BURNT MOUND

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 344069

Northing 1011164

Parish Kirkwall And St Ola

Council

Canmore Number: 2518
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Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of a burnt mound and associated traces of settlement. Excavation in 

1853 proved the presence of at least two built chambers, the larger measuring 2.5m long and 

incorporating in its north wall a long slab set vertically and decorated with concentric rings 

centred on a cupmark.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of considerable interest as of pre-broch Iron Age or earlier date. while 

related to burnt mounds it contains structures considerably more substantial than those 

known elsewhere, and there are traces of settlement around the raised mound which forms 

the focus of the monument. It is thus a rare and important survival and it is of national 

importance to studies of Bronze Age settlement.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY41SW 13.

Site Number 222

Site Name HILLOCKS OF GARTH, BURIAL MOUNDS 70M SW OF

Type of Site PREHISTORIC RITUAL AND FUNERARY: BARROW

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 346785

Northing 1007793

Parish Kirkwall And St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of at least nine burial mounds forming a barrow 

cemetery dating probably to the Bronze Age (between about 2000 and 800 BC). Only three 

mounds are visible on the ground surface today, but eight were depicted on the Ordnance 

Survey first edition and nine were recorded by RCAHMS in 1946. All the mounds were roughly 

circular on plan and seven formed an arc around the W side of the largest mound in the group. 

Of the three upstanding mounds, the northernmost is 11m in diameter and stands 1.2m high; 

the central mound 4m to the SSE measures 15m in diameter and stands 2.2m high; and the 

southernmost mound, 25m to the S, is 6m in overall diameter and much lower at 0.4m high. 

The other recorded mounds are likely to survive as buried deposits and, by analogy with other 

barrow cemeteries, the remains of funerary pyres, shelters and cremation pits may survive 

around and between the mounds. Previous investigations have unearthed at least one cist. 

Part of the monument was built over during the Second World War to accommodate defences 

associated with the airfield. The monument is located within an enclosed paddock at 

approximately 45m above sea level, overlooking lower land to the NE and Inganess Bay 

beyond. The monument was first scheduled in 1940, but the documentation did not meet 

modern standards: the present amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 

abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of post-and-wire fencing, gates 

and the top 30cm of a metalled track to allow for their maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

Canmore Number: 2343
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The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to our understanding of funerary practice in the Bronze Age. Earthen barrows form an 

important and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age landscape. Despite 

previous disturbances to the site, three of the mounds survive to a marked degree and, by 

analogy with other excavated barrow cemeteries, important archaeological deposits, including 

burials, are highly likely to survive below ground. Barrows provide evidence for the significant 

changes which took place in society and funerary practice in the Bronze Age; and Orkney's 

barrows are unusual in Scotland, and important within a British context, because the majority 

are earthen mounds as opposed to stone-built cairns. Our understanding of the form, function 

and distribution of Bronze Age barrows would be diminished if this monument was to be lost 

or damaged.
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Site Number 223

Site Name BROCH OF LINGRO, BROCH

Type of Site PREHISTORIC DOMESTIC AND DEFENSIVE: BROCH

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 343448

Northing 1008764

Parish Kirkwall And St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is the remains of a broch tower and associated settlement dating probably to 

the Iron Age (between about 600 BC and AD 400). The broch is no longer visible on the ground 

surface except as a rise in the field, but a range of significant archaeological deposits and 

features are expected to be preserved below ground. The site was partially excavated by 

George Petrie in the 1870s, which produced an exceptionally rich and unusual assemblage of 

Canmore Number: 2348
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finds. The plans and sections (drawn by Petrie and Dryden) show that the broch has an overall 

diameter of around 18m, with walls some 4.5m thick enclosing an internal area 9m in 

diameter. The broch was surrounded by an extensive and complex settlement comprising 

numerous small buildings of varying shape and size. Petrie excavated an area S of the broch, 

but the broch village was not fully excavated and the basal courses of the broch itself and some 

deposits in its interior are also likely to survive. The broch is located on the N side of Scapa Bay, 

at the head of Scapa Flow, and is around 10m above sea level. The monument was first 

scheduled in 1938, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present 

amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction and use is 

expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically 

excludes the above-ground elements of a post-and-wire fence and stone dyke to allow for their 

maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular of Iron Age society in Orkney 

and the function, use and development of brochs and associated settlements. On the basis of 

the record of the 1870s excavations, and by analogy with more recent excavations of broch 

sites in Orkney, this monument is likely to retain its structural characteristics below ground to a 

marked degree and to preserve evidence of a complex development sequence. The Broch of 

Lingro and its associated settlement is second only to the Broch of Gurness in terms of scale 

and complexity and, although it is much less well-preserved than Gurness, there is considerable 

further potential for the presence of important deposits and features, artefacts and 

palaeoenvironmental evidence. The monument's importance is enhanced by its association 

with the wider landscape of Iron Age brochs around Scapa Flow and in Orkney generally. The 

loss of the monument would significantly diminish our future ability to appreciate and 

understand the dating, development, use and reuse of brochs and associated settlements, and 

the nature of Iron Age society, economy and social hierarchy, in Orkney and further afield.
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Antiquaries of Scotland's library.
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Edinburgh, 152-3, no 406.

Site Number 224

Site Name INGASHOWE,BROCH 300M NE OF,FINSTOWN

Type of Site LATE PREHISTORIC BROCH

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 339041

Northing 1012771

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description No Information on Scheduling Document

Canmore Number: 2089

Site Number 226

Site Name KIRKWALL, 5 PALACE ROAD

Type of Site 3-9, (ODD NUMBERS) PALACE ROAD

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344892

Northing 1010833

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 227

Site Name KIRKWALL, 3 PALACE ROAD

Type of Site 3-9, (ODD NUMBERS) PALACE ROAD

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344880

Northing 1010834

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 228

Site Name KIRKWALL, 7 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 7 VICTORIA STREET, INCLUDING COURTYARD WALLS AND RAILINGS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344834

Northing 1010817

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 229

Site Name KIRKWALL, 26 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 22-26 (EVEN NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344844

Northing 1010763

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 230

Site Name KIRKWALL, 74 VICTORIA STREET, SPENCE'S SQUARE

Type of Site 3, 4, 5, 6 AND 7 SPENCE'S SQUARE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344845

Northing 1010618

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 231

Site Name KIRKWALL, 18 CLAY LOAN

Type of Site 18 AND 20 CLAY LOAN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344883

Northing 1010553

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 232

Site Name KIRKWALL, 4 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 2-4 (EVEN NUMBERS) WELLINGTON STREET, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING AND BOUNDARY

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344698

Northing 1010476

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 233

Site Name KIRKWALL, 8 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 6 AND 8 WELLINGTON STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344687

Northing 1010471

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 234

Site Name KIRKWALL, 26 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 26 WELLINGTON STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344612

Northing 1010447

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 235

Site Name KIRKWALL, 2 HIGH STREET

Type of Site 2 HIGH STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344565

Northing 1010431

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 236

Site Name KIRKWALL, 20 HIGH STREET

Type of Site 20 HIGH STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344493

Northing 1010400

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 237



Site Gazeteer

Site Name KIRKWALL, BIGNOLD PARK ROAD, BIGNOLD PARK, PAVILION

Type of Site BIGNOLD PARK PAVILION

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345266

Northing 1010331

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 238

Site Name KIRKWALL, GLAITNESS ROAD, GLAITNESS HOUSE

Type of Site GLAITNESS ROAD, GLAITNESS HOUSE, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS, GATEPIERS AND GATES

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344253

Northing 1010538

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 239

Site Name KIRKWALL, 7 NICOLSON STREET

Type of Site 7 NICOLSON STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344480

Northing 1010250

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 240

Site Name KIRKWALL, SCHOOL PLACE, PATERSON CHURCH

Type of Site
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Type of Site SCHOOL PLACE, PATERSON CHURCH/EAST CHURCH, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILIN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345145

Northing 1010822

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 241

Site Name KIRKWALL, WATERGATE, COLWYN

Type of Site WATERGATE STREET AND VICTORIA ROAD, COLWYN, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILI

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344933

Northing 1010651

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 242

Site Name KIRKWALL, 62 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 62 AND 64 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344835

Northing 1010669

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 243

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 UNION STREET

Type of Site 6 UNION STREET

NRHE Number
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NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344806

Northing 1010577

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 244

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 6 AND 8 WELLINGTON STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344691

Northing 1010473

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 245

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 HIGH STREET

Type of Site 6 HIGH STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344545

Northing 1010425

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 246

Site Name KIRKWALL, BRANDQUOY PARK, BOWLING PAVILION

Type of Site KIRKWALL, WATERGATE, OLD BRANDYQUOY BOWLING CLUBHOUSE

NRHE Number

Canmore Number:
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Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344992

Northing 1010756

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 247

Site Name KIRKWALL, 3 SCHOOL PLACE

Type of Site 3 SCHOOL PLACE, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345066

Northing 1010853

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 248

Site Name KIRKWALL, 5 SCHOOL PLACE

Type of Site 5 SCHOOL PLACE, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345076

Northing 1010841

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 249

Site Name KIRKWALL, 10 SCHOOL PLACE

Type of Site 10 SCHOOL PLACE

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345105

Northing 1010829

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 250

Site Name KIRKWALL, 81 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 79 AND 81 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344819

Northing 1010612

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 251

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 WATERGATE STREET, THE OLD MANSE

Type of Site 6 WATERGATE STREET, THE OLD MANSE, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344918

Northing 1010784

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 252

Site Name KIRKWALL, 47 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 47-49 (ODD NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting

Canmore Number:
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Easting 344803

Northing 1010696

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 253

Site Name KIRKWALL, 60 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 60 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344833

Northing 1010674

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 254

Site Name KIRKWALL, 86 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 86 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344831

Northing 1010597

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 255

Site Name KIRKWALL, 8 CLAY LOAN

Type of Site BUILDING IN VICTORIA STREET ATTACHED TO REAR OF 8 CLAY LOAN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344824

Northing

Canmore Number:
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Northing 1010573

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 256

Site Name KIRKWALL, 8 CLAY LOAN

Type of Site 8 CLAY LOAN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344824

Northing 1010573

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 257

Site Name KIRKWALL, 28 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 28, 28A AND 28B MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344768

Northing 1010481

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 258

Site Name KIRKWALL, 28B MAIN STREET

Type of Site 28, 28A AND 28B MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344776

Northing 1010464

Parish

Canmore Number:
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Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 259

Site Name KIRKWALL, 3 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 3 WELLINGTON STREET, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING AND BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344685

Northing 1010496

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 260

Site Name KIRKWALL, 22 HIGH STREET

Type of Site 22 HIGH STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344483

Northing 1010395

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 261

Site Name KIRKWALL, 24 HIGH STREET

Type of Site 24 HIGH STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344474

Northing 1010395

Parish 0

Council

Canmore Number:
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Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 262

Site Name KIRKWALL, 54 CLAY LOAN

Type of Site 54 CLAY LOAN, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345139

Northing 1010476

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 263

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 SCHOOL PLACE

Type of Site 6 SCHOOL PLACE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345099

Northing 1010849

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 264

Site Name KIRKWALL, BROAD STREET, TANKERNESS HOUSE MUSEUM

Type of Site THE ORKNEY MUSEUM, INCLUDING GARDEN WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. A

Easting 344850

Northing 1010869

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Description

Site Number 265

Site Name KIRKWALL, 7 PALACE ROAD

Type of Site 3-9, (ODD NUMBERS) PALACE ROAD

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344898

Northing 1010830

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 266

Site Name KIRKWALL, 14 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 14 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344854

Northing 1010807

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 267

Site Name KIRKWALL, 22 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 22-26 (EVEN NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344845

Northing 1010772

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Site Number 268

Site Name KIRKWALL, 35 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 35 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344822

Northing 1010735

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 269

Site Name KIRKWALL, 49 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 47-49 (ODD NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344811

Northing 1010697

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 270

Site Name KIRKWALL, 14 MAIN STREET, WEST END HOTEL

Type of Site 14 MAIN STREET, THE WEST END HOTEL, INCLUDING RAILINGS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344807

Northing 1010506

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 271

Site Name KIRKWALL, 18 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 18 AND 20 WELLINGTON STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344640

Northing 1010445

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 272

Site Name KIRKWALL, AYRE ROAD, GRAINBANK, STABLE AND BYRE

Type of Site AYRE ROAD, GRAINBANK HOUSE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY RANGE AND WALLED GARDEN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 343905

Northing 1011487

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 273

Site Name KIRKWALL, 12 DUNDAS CRESCENT, ST OLAF'S EPISCOPALIAN CHURCH AND RECTORY

Type of Site ST OLAF'S CHURCH, (EPISCOPALIAN), INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS, GATEPIERS AND RAILINGS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345178

Northing 1010623

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 274

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 DUNDAS CRESCENT

Type of Site 6 AND 8 DUNDAS CRESCENT, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS, GATEPIERS AND RAILINGS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345166

Northing 1010687

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 275

Site Name KIRKWALL, 36 BROAD STREET, GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Type of Site 36 BROAD STREET, (FORMER GRAMMAR SCHOOL)

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344873

Northing 1010829

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 276

Site Name KIRKWALL, 9 PALACE ROAD

Type of Site 3-9, (ODD NUMBERS) PALACE ROAD

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344908

Northing 1010828

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 277
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Site Name KIRKWALL, 19 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 19-23 (ODD NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344831

Northing 1010783

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 278

Site Name KIRKWALL, 21 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 19-23 (ODD NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344833

Northing 1010778

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 279

Site Name KIRKWALL, 27 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 27 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344825

Northing 1010762

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 280

Site Name KIRKWALL, 29 VICTORIA STREET
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Type of Site 29 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344802

Northing 1010760

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 281

Site Name KIRKWALL, 54, 56 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 54-56 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344840

Northing 1010687

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 282

Site Name KIRKWALL, 72 VICTORIA STREET, SPENCE'S SQUARE

Type of Site 1 AND 2 SPENCE'S SQUARE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344839

Northing 1010631

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 283

Site Name KIRKWALL, 20 CLAY LOAN

Type of Site 18 AND 20 CLAY LOAN
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NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344894

Northing 1010549

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 284

Site Name KIRKWALL, 24 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 24 MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344774

Northing 1010486

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 285

Site Name KIRKWALL, 25 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 25 MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344766

Northing 1010500

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 286

Site Name KIRKWALL, 2 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 2-4 (EVEN NUMBERS) WELLINGTON STREET, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING AND BOUNDARY

NRHE Number
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Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344705

Northing 1010480

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 287

Site Name KIRKWALL, 12 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 12 WELLINGTON STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344659

Northing 1010462

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 288

Site Name KIRKWALL, PALACE ROAD, BOWLING GREEN

Type of Site KIRKWALL, WATERGATE, OLD BRANDYQUOY BOWLING CLUBHOUSE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344973

Northing 1010746

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 289

Site Name KIRKWALL, HOLM ROAD, HIGHLAND PARK DISTILLERY

Type of Site HOLM ROAD, THE HIGHLAND PARK DISTILLERY

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345206

Northing 1009474

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 290

Site Name KIRKWALL, 1 NICOLSON STREET

Type of Site 1 NICOLSON STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND GATEPIERS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344445

Northing 1010280

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 291

Site Name KIRKWALL, 11 SCHOOL PLACE

Type of Site 11 SCHOOL PLACE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345098

Northing 1010812

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 292

Site Name KIRKWALL, 8 SCHOOL PLACE

Type of Site 8 SCHOOL PLACE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Easting 345101

Northing 1010837

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 293

Site Name KIRKWALL, 12 SCHOOL PLACE

Type of Site 12 SCHOOL PLACE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345115

Northing 1010830

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 294

Site Name KIRKWALL, 79 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 79 AND 81 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344820

Northing 1010619

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 295

Site Name KIRKWALL, 58 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 58 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344837

Northing

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Northing 1010681

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 296

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 OLD SCAPA ROAD

Type of Site 6 OLD SCAPA ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND GATEPIERS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344423

Northing 1010332

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 297

Site Name KIRKWALL, ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL, GRAVEYARD

Type of Site ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL,INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS, RAILINGS, GRAVEYARD AND  WAR ME

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. A

Easting 344982

Northing 1010867

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 298

Site Name KIRKWALL, 32 BROAD STREET

Type of Site 32 BROAD STREET AND 1 PALACE ROAD

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344879

Northing 1010842

Parish

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 299

Site Name KIRKWALL, 5 WALLS CLOSE

Type of Site 5 WALLS CLOSE, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344814

Northing 1010742

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 300

Site Name KIRKWALL, 33 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 33 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344822

Northing 1010743

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 301

Site Name KIRKWALL, 39 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 37-39 (ODD NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344810

Northing 1010731

Parish 0

Council

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 302

Site Name KIRKWALL, 61 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 61 VICTORIA STREET AND 2-8 (EVEN NUMBERS) GUNN'S CLOSE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344817

Northing 1010669

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 303

Site Name KIRKWALL, 83 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 83 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344806

Northing 1010598

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 304

Site Name KIRKWALL, 91 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 91 VICTORIA STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344812

Northing 1010582

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Description

Site Number 305

Site Name KIRKWALL, 10 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 10 MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344820

Northing 1010529

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 306

Site Name KIRKWALL, 14, 16 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 14 WELLINGTON STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344646

Northing 1010459

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 307

Site Name KIRKWALL, 18 HIGH STREET

Type of Site 18 HIGH STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344499

Northing 1010403

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Site Number 308

Site Name KIRKWALL, AYRE ROAD, GRAINBANK

Type of Site AYRE ROAD, GRAINBANK HOUSE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY RANGE AND WALLED GARDEN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 343897

Northing 1011448

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 309

Site Name KIRKWALL, AYRE ROAD, GRAINBANK, WALLED GARDEN

Type of Site AYRE ROAD, GRAINBANK HOUSE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY RANGE AND WALLED GARDEN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 343898

Northing 1011400

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 310

Site Name KIRKWALL, 12 CLAY LOAN

Type of Site 12 CLAY LOAN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344839

Northing 1010563

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Site Number 311

Site Name KIRKWALL, VICTORIA STREET, BAPTIST CHURCH

Type of Site VICTORIA STREET, KIRKWALL BAPTIST CHURCH, INCLUDING HALL AND BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344832

Northing 1010581

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 312

Site Name KIRKWALL, BROAD STREET, ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL

Type of Site ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS, RAILINGS, GRAVEYARD AND  WAR M

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. A

Easting 344921

Northing 1010872

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 313

Site Name KIRKWALL, 64 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 62 AND 64 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344837

Northing 1010663

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Site Number 314

Site Name KIRKWALL, 8 GUNN'S CLOSE

Type of Site 61 VICTORIA STREET AND 2-8 (EVEN NUMBERS) GUNN'S CLOSE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344775

Northing 1010669

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 315

Site Name KIRKWALL, 4 GUNN'S CLOSE

Type of Site 61 VICTORIA STREET AND 2-8 (EVEN NUMBERS) GUNN'S CLOSE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344801

Northing 1010668

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 316

Site Name KIRKWALL, 76  VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 76 AND 78 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344838

Northing 1010611

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 317



Site Gazeteer

Site Name KIRKWALL, 3 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 3 MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344805

Northing 1010557

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 318

Site Name KIRKWALL, 22 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 22 MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344781

Northing 1010489

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 319

Site Name KIRKWALL, JUNCTION ROAD, ANCILLARY BUILDING TO 2-4 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 2-4 (EVEN NUMBERS) WELLINGTON STREET, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING AND BOUNDARY

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344705

Northing 1010472

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 320

Site Name KIRKWALL, 30 WELLINGTON STREET



Site Gazeteer

Type of Site 30 WELLINGTON STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344598

Northing 1010444

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 321

Site Name KIRKWALL, 34 WELLINGTON STREET

Type of Site 34 WELLINGTON STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344578

Northing 1010438

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 322

Site Name KIRKWALL, AYRE ROAD, GRAINBANK, ANCILLIARY RANGE ABUTTING TO NORTH

Type of Site AYRE ROAD, GRAINBANK HOUSE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY RANGE AND WALLED GARDEN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 343907

Northing 1011469

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 323

Site Name KIRKWALL, 23 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 23 MAIN STREET



Site Gazeteer

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344773

Northing 1010503

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 324

Site Name KIRKWALL, 8 OLD SCAPA ROAD

Type of Site 8 OLD SCAPA ROAD INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344406

Northing 1010308

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 325

Site Name KIRKWALL, 25 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 25 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344822

Northing 1010767

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 326

Site Name KIRKWALL, 23 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 19-23 (ODD NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number



Site Gazeteer

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344831

Northing 1010774

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 327

Site Name KIRKWALL, 37 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 37-39 (ODD NUMBERS) VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344822

Northing 1010730

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 328

Site Name KIRKWALL, 41 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 41 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344820

Northing 1010724

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 329

Site Name KIRKWALL, 51 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 51 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344820

Northing 1010698

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 330

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 GUNN'S CLOSE

Type of Site 61 VICTORIA STREET AND 2-8 (EVEN NUMBERS) GUNN'S CLOSE

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344792

Northing 1010669

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 331

Site Name KIRKWALL, 80 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 80 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344832

Northing 1010603

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 332

Site Name KIRKWALL, 87 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 87 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Easting 344816

Northing 1010599

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 333

Site Name KIRKWALL, 10 CLAY LOAN

Type of Site 10 CLAY LOAN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344832

Northing 1010568

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 334

Site Name KIRKWALL, 5 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 5 MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344807

Northing 1010541

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 335

Site Name KIRKWALL, 8 MAIN STREET

Type of Site 8 MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344820

Northing

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Northing 1010540

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 337

Site Name KIRKWALL, 28A MAIN STREET

Type of Site 28, 28A AND 28B MAIN STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344775

Northing 1010475

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 338

Site Name KIRKWALL, 12 HIGH STREET

Type of Site 12 HIGH STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344520

Northing 1010413

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 339

Site Name KIRKWALL, 30 HIGH STREET

Type of Site 30 HIGH STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344462

Northing 1010382

Parish

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 340

Site Name KIRKWALL, 6 NICOLSON STREET

Type of Site 6 NICOLSON STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344469

Northing 1010282

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 341

Site Name KIRKWALL, BIGNOLD PARK ROAD, MADRAS VILLA

Type of Site BIGNOLD PARK ROAD, MANDRAS VILLA, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND PIERS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345265

Northing 1010275

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 342

Site Name KIRKWALL, CATHEDRAL GREEN, DRINKING FOUNTAIN

Type of Site ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL GREEN, DRINKING FOUNTAIN

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344881

Northing 1010866

Parish 0

Council

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 343

Site Name KIRKWALL, 8 DUNDAS CRESCENT

Type of Site 6 AND 8 DUNDAS CRESCENT, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS, GATEPIERS AND RAILINGS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345166

Northing 1010676

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 344

Site Name KIRKWALL, 1 VICTORIA STREET, ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND

Type of Site 1 VICTORIA STREET, ROYAL BANK OF SCOTLAND

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344833

Northing 1010831

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 345

Site Name KIRKWALL, 59 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 59 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344818

Northing 1010678

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Description

Site Number 346

Site Name KIRKWALL, 66 VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 66 VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344845

Northing 1010671

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 347

Site Name KIRKWALL, 66A-66B VICTORIA STREET

Type of Site 66A AND 66B VICTORIA STREET

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344851

Northing 1010660

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 348

Site Name KIRKWALL SHERIFF COURT AND FORMER POLICE STATION, WATERGATE

Type of Site KIRKWALL SHERIFF COURT AND JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT AND FORMER PRISON/POLICE S

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344941

Northing 1010751

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Site Number 349

Site Name CURSITER, OLD MANSE OF FIRTH

Type of Site MANSE DATED 1811,  WITH TUDOR DETAILS

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 337997

Northing 1012432

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description 1811(?). Traditional. 2 1/2 storeys. Harled. Slated roof. Corbie-steps.

Canmore Number: 2084

Site Number 350

Site Name ST MAGNUS CATHEDRAL: INCLUDING BOUNDARY, RAILINGS, GRAVEYARD AND  WAR MEMORIA

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING (KIRKWALL CATHEDRAL)

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. A

Easting 344920

Northing 1010910

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 351

Site Name THE STRYND WALLS INCLUDING STORE HOUSE, SOUTH SIDE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344954

Northing 1010950

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Site Number 352

Site Name THE STRYND WALLS INCLUDING STORE HOUSE, SOUTH SIDE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344947

Northing 1010952

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 353

Site Name THE STRYND WALLS INCLUDING STORE HOUSE, SOUTH SIDE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345026

Northing 1010897

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 354

Site Name 1-6 (INCLUSIVE NUMBERS) THE STRYND, NORTH SIDE

Type of Site  

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344966

Northing 1010956

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Site Number 355

Site Name 1-6 (INCLUSIVE NUMBERS) THE STRYND, NORTH SIDE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344967

Northing 1010965

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 356

Site Name 1-6 (INCLUSIVE NUMBERS) THE STRYND, NORTH SIDE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344956

Northing 1010961

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 357

Site Name 1-6 (INCLUSIVE NUMBERS) THE STRYND, NORTH SIDE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344977

Northing 1010951

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 358



Site Gazeteer

Site Name 60 ALBERT STREET AND 2 BROAD STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344935

Northing 1010971

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 359

Site Name 4 BROAD STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344936

Northing 1010954

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 360

Site Name 6 BROAD STREET, ORKNEY TOURIST BOARD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344930

Northing 1010943

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 361

Site Name 8 BROAD STREET



Site Gazeteer

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344941

Northing 1010930

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 362

Site Name 5 BROAD STREET, (FORMERLY PROVOST RIDDOCH'S HOUSE)

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344890

Northing 1010943

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 363

Site Name 17-21 (ODD NOS) BROAD STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344870

Northing 1010918

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 364

Site Name 3-9, (ODD NUMBERS) PALACE ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING



Site Gazeteer

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344908

Northing 1010828

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 365

Site Name 3-9, (ODD NUMBERS) PALACE ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344898

Northing 1010830

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 366

Site Name 3-9, (ODD NUMBERS) PALACE ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344892

Northing 1010833

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 367

Site Name HARBOUR STREET, THE AYRE HOTEL

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number



Site Gazeteer

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344753

Northing 1011210

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 368

Site Name 22 HARBOUR STREET, THE GIRNEL HOUSE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344919

Northing 1011218

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 369

Site Name 20 HARBOUR STREET, GIRNEL KEEPER'S HOUSE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344929

Northing 1011211

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 370

Site Name 2 BRIDGE STREET AND SHORE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345012

Northing 1011232

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 371

Site Name 1 BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344989

Northing 1011204

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 372

Site Name 7 BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345007

Northing 1011202

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 373

Site Name 13 BRIDGE STREET, THE ORCADIAN OFFICES

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting

Canmore Number:
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Easting 345012

Northing 1011186

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 374

Site Name 15 AND 17 BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345016

Northing 1011177

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 375

Site Name 19 BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345020

Northing 1011171

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 376

Site Name 21 AND 23 BRIDGE STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345021

Northing

Canmore Number:
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Northing 1011163

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 377

Site Name 31 AND 33 BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345029

Northing 1011144

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 378

Site Name KIRKWALL CONSERVATION AREA

Type of Site CONSERVATION AREA

NRHE Number

Status Conservation Area

Easting 345031

Northing 1011002

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description Conservation Area designation covering the historic core of Kirkwall

Canmore Number:

Site Number 379

Site Name STONES OF STENNESS

Type of Site HEART OF NEOLITHIC ORKNEY WORLD HERITAGE SITE MONUMENT

NRHE Number

Status World Heritage Site

Easting 330675

Northing 1012501

Parish

Canmore Number: 2105
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Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises a stone circle, henge and all other remains in the area in the care of 

the Secretary of State for Scotland at the Stones of Stenness. Different names (Ring of 

Stenness, Stones of Stenness) are used on OS maps of different scales.

The area to be scheduled is the area in the care of the Secretary of State for Scotland 

containing the henge and stone circle and other remains, measuring 88.4m or thereabouts 

along its NW side, 85.3m or thereabouts along its NE side and 102.1m or thereabouts along its 

SE side and bounded on all sides by a fence, as marked in red on the accompanying map 

extract. The scheduling excludes the fence.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance, indeed international importance, as part of the core 

of a mainly third and second millennium BC (although including elements which may be of late 

4th millennium BC date) ritual landscape. The stone circle and henge, in an area within which 

other remains may be expected to survive, give the monument importance both as a field 

monument and because the area contains important information about religious, ceremonial 

and funerary practices of late fourth and third millennium societies. The monument is also 

important because other monuments within a broader area extending to the horizons may 

have been sited in relationship to it.

References

Bibliography

Ritchie, J. N. G. (1976)'The Stones of Stenness, Orkney' Proc. Soc. Antiq. Scot. 107 (1975-6), 

1'60.

Site Number 380

Site Name MAESHOWE

Type of Site HEART OF NEOLITHIC ORKNEY WORLD HERITAGE SITE MONUMENT

NRHE Number

Status World Heritage Site

Easting 331829

Northing 1012772

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is a chambered cairn on a large platform, and a large surrounding flat-

bottomed ditch, an outer turf bank and associated and earlier remains, all known collectively 

as Maes Howe.

The monument includes the chambered tomb and the large platform and ditch, the turf bank 

and the remains of other features including stone-sockets. It also includes other remains 

associated with this and other phases of use of the area for ritual and ceremonial purposes.

The area to be scheduled is approximately elliptical on plan. It measures 130m NW-SE or 

thereabouts, and 120m NE-SW or thereabouts. It comprises the area in the care of the 

Secretary of State for Scotland and a band of ground 10m across outside the outermost edges 

of the area in state care. It excludes all existing modern fences.

Canmore Number: 2094
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Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance, indeed international importance, as part of the core 

of a mainly third and second millennium BC (although including elements which may be of late 

4th millennium BC date) ritual landscape. The architecturally exceptionally fine chambered 

tomb with its platform and ditch is important both as a field monument and because 

excavation has shown that it contains important information about the religious, ceremonial 

and funerary practices of late fourth, third and second millennium societies.

The monument is also important because other monuments within a broader area extending 

to the western horizons seem to have been sited in relationship to it. The monument is of 

additional importance because the chamber contains (together with other carvings) the finest 

collection of stone-carved Norse runes in the world.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY 31 SW 1.

References:

Davidson, J L and Henshall, A S, 1989, The chambered cairns of Orkney: an inventory of the 

structures and their contents, Edinburgh, 142-6, no. 36.

Renfrew, A C, 1978, Investigations in Orkney, Society of Antiquaries of London, Research 

Report No. 38, London, 23-6, 31-8.

Site Number 381

Site Name GRAIN EARTH HOUSE KIRKWALL

Type of Site LATE PREHISTORIC SOUTERRAIN

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 344129

Northing 1011618

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of two adjacent earth houses, or souterrains, one in the 

care of the Secretary of State and open to the public, the second not visible, but revealed by 

trial excavation in 1982. Souterrains are semi-subterranean storage structures, usually dated to 

the Iron Age. The monument is already scheduled, and this rescheduling is required to change 

minor defects in the documentation. The protected area remains the same as before.

Grain Earth House (in state care) was discovered and excavated in 1827 and again in 1857. It 

was taken into care in 1908. It is well-preserved and has been well maintained. It lies within an 

iron-railed enclosure. A modern entranceway gives access to the interior, which is in two parts. 

A slightly curved, drystone-lined passage 5m long, 0.8m wide and 0.9m high (now deepened by 

the passage of many feet over the earthen floor) gives access to an oval chamber 3m long by 

1.6m wide and 0.6m high, the lintelled roof of which is supported by 4 slender orthostats.

The second souterrain, sometimes referred to as Grainbank, lies immediately to the W, and is 

apparently of very similar dimensions, although it lies slightly higher in the earth and 

apparently had a slightly taller entrance passage. It was revealed in 1982 during works to 

Canmore Number: 2527; 2535



Site Gazeteer

create a car-park (subsequently re-planned to exclude the archaeological remains). Excavation 

took place only deep enough to confirm the nature of the monument. The entire structure had 

been filled in antiquity with earth and rubble, within which were numerous bone artefacts, 

including a fine weaving comb. The area has now been resurfaced and grassed over.

The area to be scheduled is rectangular, 15m WNW-ESE by 17m NNE-SSW. Its E half consists of 

the monument in care, its W half of a similar area including the 1982 souterrain, all as 

indicated in red on the accompanying map extract.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as a unique example of a proven pair of souterrains 

of almost identical plan, one excavated and visible to public view, the other demonstrated by 

excavation but still (over 95%) undisturbed. The importance of the monument is enhanced by 

the proven artefactual richness of the second souterrain, and by the potential afforded by its 

fill to examine, through study of preserved organic material, aspects of the economic basis of 

the settlement whch would have been associated. This pair are two of a total of at least four 

souterrains known from the area of one single modern farm.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the site as HY41SW 19.

Site Number 382

Site Name 31 AND 33 BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345037

Northing 1011140

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 383

Site Name 20-22 (EVEN NUMBERS) BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345044

Northing 1011161

Parish 0

Council

Canmore Number:
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Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 384

Site Name 20-22 (EVEN NUMBERS) BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345063

Northing 1011163

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 385

Site Name 24 BRIDGE STREET, INCLUDING ARCH FROM ST OLAF'S CHURCH

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345049

Northing 1011154

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 386

Site Name 26 BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345051

Northing 1011143

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Description

Site Number 387

Site Name 8 ST OLAF'S WYND

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345077

Northing 1011158

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 388

Site Name 12 AND 14 QUEEN STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345130

Northing 1011080

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 389

Site Name 12 AND 14 QUEEN STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345124

Northing 1011075

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Site Number 390

Site Name 6 AND 8 KING STREET, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING,  BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345080

Northing 1010968

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 391

Site Name 6 AND 8 KING STREET, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING,  BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345077

Northing 1010961

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 392

Site Name 10 KING STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345069

Northing 1010949

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 393

Site Name 1 SCHOOL PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345038

Northing 1010897

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 394

Site Name 9 ALBERT SQUARE, (OFF MOUNTHOOLIE PLACE), INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344947

Northing 1011116

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 395

Site Name 27 AND 29 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344976

Northing 1011087

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 396

Site Name 31 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344957

Northing 1011093

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 397

Site Name 33 ALBERT STREET, THE OLD CUSTOM HOUSE, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344967

Northing 1011070

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 398

Site Name 35 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344956

Northing 1011067

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 399
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Site Name 41 ALBERT STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344945

Northing 1011064

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 400

Site Name 43 ALBERT STREET, (I), PATRICK TRAILL'S HOUSE, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344960

Northing 1011048

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 402

Site Name 43 ALBERT STREET (II)

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344951

Northing 1011054

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 403

Site Name 20 ALBERT STREET



Site Gazeteer

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345012

Northing 1011086

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 404

Site Name 42 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344976

Northing 1011026

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 405

Site Name 52 AND 54 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344952

Northing 1011001

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 406

Site Name 59 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING
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NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344935

Northing 1011001

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 407

Site Name 16-18 (EVEN NUMBERS) SHORE STREET, 'JOHN POTTINGER'S HOUSE'

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345041

Northing 1011245

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 408

Site Name 16-18 (EVEN NUMBERS) SHORE STREET, 'JOHN POTTINGER'S HOUSE'

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345044

Northing 1011233

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 409

Site Name 22 SHORE STREET, 'TOUNIGAR'

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number
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Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345057

Northing 1011253

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 410

Site Name 1-9 (ODD NUMBERS) CROMWELL ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345154

Northing 1011246

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 411

Site Name 1-9 (ODD NUMBERS) CROMWELL ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345162

Northing 1011259

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 412

Site Name 1-9 (ODD NUMBERS) CROMWELL ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number:
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Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345165

Northing 1011268

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 413

Site Name 1-9 (ODD NUMBERS) CROMWELL ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345168

Northing 1011276

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 414

Site Name 1-9 (ODD NUMBERS) CROMWELL ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345174

Northing 1011288

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 416

Site Name 9-12 (INCLUSIVE NUMBERS) ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting

Canmore Number:
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Easting 345173

Northing 1011233

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 417

Site Name 9-12 (INCLUSIVE NUMBERS) ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345163

Northing 1011234

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 418

Site Name 9-12 (INCLUSIVE NUMBERS) ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345152

Northing 1011236

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 419

Site Name 13 AND 14 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345146

Northing

Canmore Number:
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Northing 1011227

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 420

Site Name 13 AND 14 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345149

Northing 1011218

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 421

Site Name 15-18 (INCLUSVE NUMBERS) ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345156

Northing 1011213

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 422

Site Name 15-18 (INCLUSVE NUMBERS) ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345166

Northing 1011217

Parish

Canmore Number:
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Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 423

Site Name 15-18 (INCLUSVE NUMBERS) ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345175

Northing 1011220

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 424

Site Name 15-18 (INCLUSVE NUMBERS) ST CATHERINE'S PLACE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345183

Northing 1011223

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 425

Site Name 19 AND 20 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345161

Northing 1011201

Parish 0

Council

Canmore Number:
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Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 426

Site Name 19 AND 20 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345171

Northing 1011206

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 427

Site Name 21 AND 22 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345166

Northing 1011192

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 428

Site Name 21 AND 22 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345176

Northing 1011197

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Description

Site Number 429

Site Name 23 AND 24 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345167

Northing 1011188

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 430

Site Name 23 AND 24 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345180

Northing 1011193

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 431

Site Name 25 AND 26 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345173

Northing 1011179

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 432

Site Name 25 AND 26 ST CATHERINE'S PLACE, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345185

Northing 1011184

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 433

Site Name 18 EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345273

Northing 1011191

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 434

Site Name 20-26 (EVEN NUMBERS) EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345286

Northing 1011190

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 435

Site Name 20-26 (EVEN NUMBERS) EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345297

Northing 1011193

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 436

Site Name 20-26 (EVEN NUMBERS) EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345308

Northing 1011196

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 437

Site Name 20-26 (EVEN NUMBERS) EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345319

Northing 1011199

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 438

Site Name EAST ROAD, DAISYBANK HOUSE, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND GATEPIERS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345342

Northing 1011168

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 439

Site Name BERSTANE ROAD, PAPDALE HOUSE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345593

Northing 1010953

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 440

Site Name BERSTANE ROAD, PAPDALE HOUSE, WALLED GARDEN INCLUDING DOOCOT

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345636

Northing 1010832

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 441
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Site Name BERSTANE ROAD, PAPDALE HOUSE, WALLED GARDEN INCLUDING DOOCOT

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345602

Northing 1010813

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 442

Site Name SCHOOL PLACE, ORKNEY ISLANDS COUNCIL OFFICES, FORMERLY KIRKWALL GRAMMAR SCHOOL

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345085

Northing 1010876

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 443

Site Name KING STREET CHURCH, CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345097

Northing 1010980

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 444

Site Name 9 AND 11 ALBERT STREET



Site Gazeteer

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345027

Northing 1011115

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 445

Site Name 9 AND 11 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345017

Northing 1011129

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 446

Site Name 45 AND 47 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344953

Northing 1011039

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 447

Site Name 45 AND 47 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING
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NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344949

Northing 1011031

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 448

Site Name 63 AND 65 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344925

Northing 1010989

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 449

Site Name 67 AND 69 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344922

Northing 1010981

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 450

Site Name 67 AND 69 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number
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Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344921

Northing 1010978

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 451

Site Name 6 ALBERT STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345055

Northing 1011114

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 452

Site Name 8 ALBERT STREET, FORMER COMMERCIAL BANK

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345040

Northing 1011103

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 453

Site Name 34 ALBERT STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number:
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Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344983

Northing 1011041

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 454

Site Name 56 ALBERT STREET, BANK OF SCOTLAND

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344951

Northing 1010987

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 455

Site Name AYRE ROAD, FORMER AYRE MILLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344387

Northing 1011337

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 456

Site Name AYRE ROAD, FORMER AYRE MILLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting

Canmore Number:
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Easting 344351

Northing 1011356

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 457

Site Name AYRE ROAD, FORMER AYRE MILLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344370

Northing 1011343

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 458

Site Name 11 BRIDGE STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345011

Northing 1011195

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 459

Site Name BROAD STREET, TOWN HALL

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344843

Northing

Canmore Number:
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Northing 1010910

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 460

Site Name 5 EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345191

Northing 1011140

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 461

Site Name 9 AND 11 EAST ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345213

Northing 1011149

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 462

Site Name 9 AND 11 EAST ROAD

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345223

Northing 1011153

Parish

Canmore Number:
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Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 463

Site Name 13 EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345237

Northing 1011153

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 464

Site Name 17 EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345280

Northing 1011164

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 465

Site Name 19 AND 21 EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345289

Northing 1011165

Parish 0

Council

Canmore Number:



Site Gazeteer

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 466

Site Name 19 AND 21 EAST ROAD, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND RAILINGS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345300

Northing 1011162

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 467

Site Name HARBOUR STREET, FORMER FISH PROCESSING PLANT

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344829

Northing 1011185

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 468

Site Name HARBOUR STREET, THE KIRKWALL HOTEL

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344981

Northing 1011216

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Description

Site Number 469

Site Name 9 KING STREET, INCLUDING ANCILLARY BUILDING, BOUNDARY WALLS, GATEPIERS AND RAILING

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345027

Northing 1010971

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 470

Site Name 2 KING STREET, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALLS AND GATEPIERS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345096

Northing 1011005

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 471

Site Name KIRKWALL HARBOUR

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344933

Northing 1011289

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 472

Site Name 1 JUNCTION ROAD, THE ORKNEY WIRELESS MUSEUM

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344911

Northing 1011199

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 473

Site Name LAING STREET, KIRKWALL PUBLIC LIBRARY

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345051

Northing 1011052

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 474

Site Name 10 LAING STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345071

Northing 1011028

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 475

Site Name MILL STREET, GARMISGARTH, INCLUDING BOUNDARY WALL

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345147

Northing 1010933

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 476

Site Name QUEEN STREET AND BRIDGE STREET WYND, FORMER STOREHOUSE

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345093

Northing 1011084

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 477

Site Name 10 ST OLAF'S WYND

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345085

Northing 1011158

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Site Number 478

Site Name THE STRYND, THE STRYND TEA ROOMS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344954

Northing 1010950

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 479

Site Name THE STRYND, THE STRYND TEA ROOMS

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 344947

Northing 1010952

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 480

Site Name 10 QUEEN STREET

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345135

Northing 1011084

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 481
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Site Name KIRKWALL HARBOUR LIGHT (OLD)

Type of Site LISTED BUILDING

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 344915

Northing 1011336

Parish 0

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 482

Site Name Wideford Hill

Type of Site FLINT,  POTTERY, DYKE

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 340700

Northing 1012600

Parish Kirkwall And St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY41SW 47 407 126

A collection of flints from a newly-ploughed piece of hillground on the S side of the Kirkwall-

Stromness road, at a point immediately beyond the old dyke of Quanterness.The area of 

ploughing extended about 130 yds W, rising in a gentle slope towards the lower ridges of 

Wideford Hill. Arrowheads, scrapers, flint chippings and rough flakes were recovered on this 

and subsequent visits.

R Rendall 1931; R Rendall 1934.

Orkney Smr Note (2000)

The area of this flint scatter was investigated in 2000 as part of the Cuween-Wideford Project 

by C Richards and J Downes. Test trenches and a geophysical survey failed to locate any 

associated structures. See detailed records held in the SMR

Information from Orkney SMR, 2000

References

Rendall, R. (1931) 'Notes on a collection of flints from Wideford Hill', Proc Orkney Antiq Soc, 

vol. 9, 1930-1. Page(s): 21-4

Rendall, R. (1934a) 'Further notes on an Orkney flintfield', Proc Orkney Antiq Soc, vol. 12, 1933-

4. Page(s): 19-25

The Orcadian. (1967) The Orcadian, 11 April 1967 'Robert Rendall on the flint field', The 

Orcadian.

Canmore Number: 2560
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Site Number 483

Site Name Rennibister

Type of Site MOUND

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 339820

Northing 1012920

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31SE 19 3982 1292.

The site of a mound which had been entirely swept away by cultivation was pointed out, in 

1934, by the farmer of Rennibister, about 250 yds N. of the house.

RCAHMS 1946.

The remains of a grass-covered mound, 10.0m in diameter and 0.4m high, can be seen in the 

field adjacent to 'North Sheed' and c.80.0m N. of Rennibister farmhouse, at HY 3982 1292. It 

contains a few small stones on its surface, but it is impossible to say what the original purpose 

of this mound could have been.

Surveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (RB) 5 May 1966.

References

RCAHMS. (1946) The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

Twelfth report with an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v. 

Edinburgh. Page(s): 100, No.353 RCAHMS Shelf Number: A.1.1.INV/12

Canmore Number: 2069

Site Number 485

Site Name Rennibister, 'mary Kirk'

Type of Site CHAPEL

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 339900

Northing 1012900

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description HY31SE 18 c. 399 129

'A chapel known as 'Mary Kirk' is said to have stood in a field known as the 'North Sheed' which 

lies a short distance NE of the house of Rennibister. No evidence of the structure is now 

Canmore Number: 2068
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apparent above ground (June 1928), but traces of it are said to have been detected during 

some excavations in November 1926' (RCAHMS 1946) 'by Mr Traill ...

Apparently a mound of considerable dimensions existed till about 30 or more years ago, when 

it was wholly removed and carted to the beach'.

A Wood 1927; RCAHMS 1946.

There is no local knowledge or trace of a chapel in the field called 'North Sheed' centred at HY 

399 129.

Visited by OS (NKB), 22 April 1966.

Orkney Smr Note

Mr Fraser does not mention the chapel or Mary Kirk, or whatever it was that appears to have 

been situated in a field known as the North Sheed, to the NE of the house of Rennibister, and 

the evidence of which Mr Traill secured at the time of the excavations there last November. 

Apparently no mention of this is contained in any of the records or books persued by Mr 

Fraser. Apparently a mound of considerable dimensions existed until about 30 or more years 

ago, when it was wholly removed and carted to the beach. [R1] Traces of it are said to have 

been detected during some excavations in November 1926. [R2]

Information from Orkney SMR [n.d.]

References

RCAHMS. (1946) The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

Twelfth report with an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v. 

Edinburgh. Page(s): 100, No.352 RCAHMS Shelf Number: A.1.1.INV/12

Wood, A. (1927) 'Supplementary notes on Firth Parish', Proc Orkney Antiq Soc, vol. 5, 1926-7. 

Page(s): 57

Site Number 486

Site Name QUANTERNESS

Type of Site CHAMBERED CAIRN (NEOLITHIC), HUT CIRCLE, ROUNDHOUSE (IRON AGE)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 341770

Northing 1012920

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description Desk Based Assessment (10 October 1963)

Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division Revision Programme

HY41SW 4 4177 1292.

(HY 4177 1292) Chambered Mound (NR)

OS 6" map, Orkney, 2nd ed.,(1903).

Canmore Number: 2552
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'Chambered Cairn, Quanterness. ....... a conspicuous green mound marks the site of a 

chambered structure which was explored at some date shortly before 1805. (G Barry 1805).

The mound is of considerable size, measuring about 90ft. in diameter, and about 10ft 6in in 

height. Its original form appears to have been that of a truncated cone, 128ft in circumference 

at the base and 14ft high. On the left side of the mound there seems to have been a long 

passage leading into the interior, but this cannot now be identified with certainty by 

examination of the surface. Further, only at one place are there any remains of the chamber 

apparent, and these are very fragmentary. A ground plan of the structure, drawn at the date 

when it was originally excavated, is reproduced here ... All of the chambers were built on the 

'beehive' principle. The floors were of dark, earthy clay, plentifully charged with the much-

broken unburnt bones of birds and domestic animals. Some human bones occurred in the 

deposit and a complete human skeleton was found in one of the compartments.'

RCAHMS 1946; Barry 1805

Maes-Howe-type.

A S Henshall 1963.

Information from OS (JH) 10 October 1963

Field Visit (5 April 1964)

Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division Revision Programme

Neither the entrance to the passage nor any chambering can now be identified, except for 

slight mutilation to the top of the mound, due to the digging of two shallow pits and the 

erection of a flag pole, it is well preserved.

Resurveyed at 1:2500.

Visited by OS (GHP) 5 April 1964.

Excavation (1972 - 1974)

Between 1972 and 1974 the chambered cairn of Quanterness was excavated by Professor Colin 

Renfrew, with the aim of dermining the nature of the mound, to obtain organic remains for 

radiocarbon dating, and evidence for its wider environmental and cultural setting.

Publication Account (2002)

Euan W Mackie Broch Corpus 1

HY41 5 QUANTERNESS

HY/418130

Early Iron Age roundhouse in Firth, discovered within the debris of the cairn of the Neolithic 

tomb of the same name [1, 180-98]. The work by Renfrew on the chambered tomb was carried 

out between 1972 and 1974 and the discovery of the roundhouse was not anticipated. It was 

the first in Orkney to be assigned to the late Bronze Age or early Iron Age periods and the 

discovery shed an entirely new light on the broch period in those islands, hitherto hardly 

understood and relying entirely on the evidence from old excavations (no new broch has been 

explored by the spring of 2002). The early date of the foundation of the house, probably in the 

6th or 7th centuries BC (the excavator suggests c. 700 BC), is supported both by C14 dates and 

by the small amount of associated pottery.

The house was built by removing part of the cairn material around its entrance passage and 

building the circular wall partly on the old ground surface of clay and partly on the base of the 

cairn material. The wall was originally about 80 cm thick, widening to 1.0 m at the short 
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entrance in the SE; it enclosed an area some 7.0 m in diameter. The NW part of the wall 

overrode the entrance passage of the Neolithic tomb but it was not clear whether this was 

exposed during Iron Age times, as it was at Howe; at a late date it seems to have been entered. 

The remains of a hearth were found on the NW side.

There were alterations to the interior subsequently, involving the construction of various 

partition walls and, later, the thickening of the roundhouse wall itself.

Finds: most of the pottery and other finds were recovered in the entrance passage. The pottery 

includes a one piece with a sharply angled shoulder, analogous to the early Iron Age material 

from Jarlshof and Clickhimin [1, fig. 53]. There were also some sandstone cobbles, presumably 

hammerstones, and one ivory mount.

A number of animal bones were recovered and a report on them is available [1, 192-04].

Sources: 1. Renfrew 1979.

E W MacKie 2002
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Site Number 487

Site Name QUANTERNESS

Type of Site FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 341650

Northing 1012880

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description

Canmore Number: 128785

Site Number 488

Site Name QUANTERNESS BATTERY

Type of Site ANTI AIRCRAFT BATTERY (20TH CENTURY)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 342100

Northing 1013180

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 137.00 4210 1318

Canmore Number: 105634
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HY41SW 37.01 HY 41696 13202 Military camp

A heavy anti-aircraft battery and accommodation is situated to the S of the main road from 

Kirkwall to Finnstown. Little survives in an arable field where two new houses have been built. 

The battery consisted of four emplacements with command position in the central area. The 

accommodation camp was situated adjacent to the road.

Information from RCAHMS (DE) July 1997

All that could be seen in a field 350m E of Quanterness Cottages (HY41SW 147.01) of what may 

have been a mobile heavy anti-aircraft battery are some concrete hut bases adjacent to the 

road, the remains of a track and some disturbed ground about half way up the slope within the 

field boundaries. Within the disturbed ground were vestigial traces of three emplacements.

The heavy anti-aircraft battery is visible on WW II RAF vertical air photographs (NLA 16, 619, 

flown 22 June 1941) which shows the four circular earth banked gun-emplacements with a 

command centre. Gun crew accommodation has at this date been provided by a tented camp 

which is spread over the whole field. Postwar vertical air photographs (CPE/Scot/UK 188, 4177-

4178, flown 10 October 1946 (ibid), show that after 1941, the accommodation camp was made 

more permanent with 21 concrete hut bases are visible on the images. There is only slight 

evidence on the 1946 images for the gun-emplacments, but the site of the command centre is 

still clearly visible on the photographs

It is not clear if there was any relationship between the gun battery and the accommodation 

camp to the W at Quanterness Cottages (HY41SW 137.01).

Documents held in the Public Record Office (PRO) show that this battery was not provided with 

guns or radar during 1942 (WO 166/7270), suggesting that if armed at all it was only for a short 

period during 1941.

Visited by RCAHMS (DE, GS), August 1999
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Site Number 489

Site Name QUANTERNESS

Type of Site HUMAN REMAINS(S)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 341800

Northing 1013000

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 418 130

HY 418 130 A taphonomic study is being undertaken from July 2006 to July 2010 of the human 

remains that were recovered from Quanterness in Orkney during the 1972–4 excavations. The 
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purpose of the study is to gain a better understanding of the fragmentary nature of these 

human remains. The work is being undertaken between July 2006 and July 2010. The results 

will be looked at in the context of the other known burial sites from Neolithic Orkney. It seems 

clear that while an analysis of the human remains was carried out, there is merit in a return to 

the material to investigate more specifically what processes the bones may have gone through. 

It is proposed to undertake a systematic taphonmic analysis (considering weathering, burning, 

damage in the form of cut marks or gnaw marks) of the human remains from Quanterness with 

the aim of perhaps being able to support or refute some of the current hypotheses about this 

material.

Rebecca Craig, 2007.

Taphonomic Study (July 2006 - July 2010)

HY 418 130 A taphonomic study is being undertaken from July 2006 to July 2010 of the human 

remains that were recovered from Quanterness in Orkney during the 1972–4 excavations. The 
purpose of the study is to gain a better understanding of the fragmentary nature of these 

human remains. The work is being undertaken between July 2006 and July 2010. The results 

will be looked at in the context of the other known burial sites from Neolithic Orkney. It seems 

clear that while an analysis of the human remains was carried out, there is merit in a return to 

the material to investigate more specifically what processes the bones may have gone through. 

It is proposed to undertake a systematic taphonmic analysis (considering weathering, burning, 

damage in the form of cut marks or gnaw marks) of the human remains from Quanterness with 

the aim of perhaps being able to support or refute some of the current hypotheses about this 

material.
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Site Number 490

Site Name HATSTON AIRFIELD

Type of Site PILLBOX (20TH CENTURY)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 343150

Northing 1012800

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 135.06 c.4315 1280

No trace could be found of a pillbox visible on WW II RAF vertical air photographs (NLA 16, 617-

618, flown 22 June 1941) about 100m SE of the junction between the A965 and the northern 

extension to the main airfield runway. The pillbox is still visible on 1946 imagery (CPE/Scot/UK 

118, 4176-4177, flown 10 October 1946). It is not known when the structure was removed.

Visited by RCAHMS (DE), August 1999

Canmore Number: 269625
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Site Number 491

Site Name CROSSIECROWN

Type of Site SETTLEMENT

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 342300

Northing 1013700

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 154 423 137

HY 423 137 As part of the University of Glasgow based Cuween-Wideford Neolithic landscape 

project a spring season of fieldwalking resulted in the discovery of a dense flint and stone 

scatter over two adjoining mounds on the land of Quanterness Farm. The finds included a 

barbed-and-tanged arrowhead and a variety of stone tools assignable to the early Bronze Age. 

The importance of this discovery cannot be too highly stressed as settlements of this period 

remain virtually undetected on Mainland, Orkney.

Sponsors: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, British Academy, University of Glasgow.

C Richards and R Jones 1995.

HY 423 137 Preliminary excavation was undertaken at Crossiecrown (NMRS HY41SW 154) in 

August/September 1998. Earthwork survey and surface collection of artefacts had been 

undertaken at the site in 1995 as heavy ploughing was taking place. These techniques indicated 

the presence of a later prehistoric settlement, and geophysical survey showed the presence of 

structures.

Two trenches were opened with the aim of gauging the nature, condition and extent of the 

settlement. One trench revealed thick artefact-rich midden deposits, indicating a date of Late 

Neolithic/ Early Bronze Age. In the second trench parts of a stone-built house were exposed. 

The house had recesses built around a central hearth; a complete polished stone axe was 

recovered within one recess, and a stone mortar was found within a small cell. Features and 

walling were recorded but not excavated; it would appear that preservation of the lowest 

walling and floor levels is at present good, although the ploughsoil over the site is extremely 

shallow.

Sponsor: Orkney Islands Council.

J Downes 1998

HY 423 137 A third season of excavation was carried out as part of the Cuween-Wideford 

Landscape Project. Previous seasons had uncovered a large Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age 

structure (House 1) in association with deep midden deposits (NMRS HY41SW 154; DES 1998, 

70-71). This year an area c 20 x 6m was opened to the N and W of House 1 to investigate the 

presence of other structures and correlate the results from previous seasons.

A hearth, revealed last year to the NW of the entrance of House 1, proved to be central to 

another large structure, House 2. This house was almost identical in layout to House 1, with 

recesses/beds, stone boxes, stone furniture and a small cell with a drain. As in House 1, a 

polished stone tool was found in one of the recesses to the right of the entrance. The 

entrances to both structures faced each other across a paved area. This paving partially 

underlay the NW wall of House 1 and overlay an earlier phase of paving. The earlier paving 

probably relates to a structure underlying House 2. This earlier structure was not excavated 

and was only hinted at by the reuse of a section of walling as a revetment at the entrance to 
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House 2. Although Houses 1 and 2 were partially contemporary, House 2 was constructed first 

and House 1 remained in use after the abandonment of House 2.

The NW wall of House 1 was dismantled to investigate earlier features. A bronze pin with a 

ringed decoration was found in the wall core. A sondage was excavated below this wall down 

to natural. This revealed a series of thick midden and rubble deposits sitting on top of a 

possible paved area directly above the natural. Adjacent to the paving was a section of a 

curving gully feature cut into the natural. A few sherds of earlier Neolithic pottery were found 

within the midden and rubble deposits, and a single sherd of Unstan Ware was identified in the 

redeposited fill of House 2.

In 1999 a small trench to the N of House 1 revealed part of a hollow that had been dug into the 

top of midden deposits and lined with orthostats. Excavations this year revealed the full extent 

of this feature. The hollow was sub-oval and measured c 7 x 4m by up to 0.5m deep. The NW 

side was partially lined with masonry. Two stone boxes were set into the floor. Settings for two 

upright parallel stones were found near the centre of the hollow.

Activity areas external to the two houses were implied by various compact platforms, a small 

hearth to the N of House 1, and some short lengths of walling.

Sponsors: Historic Scotland, University of Glasgow, University of Manchester, Orkney College, 

Orkney Archaeological Trust.

N Card and J Downes 2000
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Site Number 492

Site Name CROSSIECROWN

Type of Site STRUCTURE

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 342790

Northing 1013330

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 171 4279 1333
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A single unroofed structure attached to a field wall is depicted on the 1st edition of the OS 6-

inch map (Orkney and Shetland (Orkney) 1882, sheet cii), but it is not shown on the current 

edition of the OS 1:10000 map (1993).

Information from RCAHMS (AKK), 19 December 2000.

Site Number 493

Site Name RAMBERRY

Type of Site FUNERARY SITE, HOUSE

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 342400

Northing 1013830

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 279 HY 4240 1383

(HY 424 138). Bronze Age funerary structure and house HY 424 138 In the field immediately N 

of the Late Neolithic settlement of Crossiecrown (HY41SW 154) ploughing revealed several 

concentrations of stone, investigated initially by fieldwalking.

One concentration was associated with cremated bone and a square prehistoric pot. This site, 

and one close to Ramberry Head were excavated due to the risk from further ploughing. The 

cremated bone was found to sit on a large flagstone within a sub-rectangular setting of stones, 

that in turn was surrounded by a carefully arranged surface of beach cobbles. A series of 

flagstones created a well-defined outer paved kerb to this central setting, c 2.5m in overall 

diameter. Beyond this was an open clay surface, c 1m wide, that was enclosed by a stone bank, 

c 2m wide, giving the funerary structure an overall diameter of c 8m. Further cremations were 

found associated with the central setting.

In the second area, the remains of a badly plough-truncated Bronze Age structure was 

uncovered. This was oval in plan and c 4m in internal diameter, defined by a stone wall up to 

2.5m wide. The wall was revetted on either side of a partially paved entrance passage. This 

passage was 2.5m long, with a threshold stone and pivot stone at its inner end. The floor of 

this structure was devoid of any features and had only ephemeral traces of floor deposits, 

containing some small pot sherds and charcoal flecks.

A possible earlier structure was represented only by a 4m length of curving walling. A barbed-

and-tanged arrowhead was also retrieved from ploughsoil in the immediate environs to the E 

of the funerary monument.

Report lodged with Orkney SMR and NMRS.

Sponsor: HS.

J Robertson 2005

An OS ngr of HY 4240 1383 is reported by Mr Howe.

Information to RCAHMS from Mr M Howe via e-mail, 14 April 2008

Canmore Number: 282772
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Site Number 494

Site Name SAVEROCK

Type of Site CAIRN

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 343000

Northing 1012900

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 7 430 129.

(Area HY430 129). 'Cairn - About three-quarters of a mile due E of the farm-house at 

Quanterness, and close to the S side of the road between Kirkwall and Finstown, are some 

slight remains of what may possibly have been the base of a denuded cairn. The major axis has 

apparently been almost due N and S and the overall dimensions are roughly 30 by 24ft. On the 

E side two stones project to heights of 21m and 11m respectively.'

RCAHMS 1946.

This, when plotted, appears to be on the farm of Saverock and may, therefore, have a bearing 

on HY41SW 2 q.v.

Recorded by JH 17 September 1963.

No information could be obtained about this cairn. All remains would seem to have been 

destroyed, either by cultivation or the construction of Hatston aerodrome.

Visited by OS (GHP) 5 April 1964.
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Site Number 495

Site Name QUANTERNESS

Type of Site FLAKE (FLINT)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 341085

Northing
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Northing 1012864

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 278 41085 12864

HY 41085 12864 A field was walked in May 2003 because of its proximity to an Early Neolithic 

site. A secondary flake of red flint was found. Deposited in Tankerness House Museum.

Report lodged with Orkney SMR.

C R Wickham-Jones 2003
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Site Number 497

Site Name HATSTON AIRFIELD

Type of Site GUN EMPLACEMENT (20TH CENTURY), MILITARY CAMP (20TH CENTURY)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 342520

Northing 1012580

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 135.10 centred 4252 1258

No evidence could be found of a light anti-aircraft gun emplacement and a group of six huts 

visible on WW II RAF vertical air photographs (NLA 16, 618-619, flown 22 June 1941), in a field 

about 200m W of Saverock farmsteading (HY41SW 148).

Visible on the photographs are six standard size Nissen huts, a large extended Nissen all lying 

along the field boundary with a circular earth banked gun-emplacement situated in the centre 

of the field. The site is still visible on postwar images (CPE/Scot/UK 188, 4176-4177, flown 10 

October 1946).

Visited by RCAHMS (DE), August 1999

Canmore Number: 269629

Site Number 498

Site Name SAVEROCK

Type of Site COTTAGE(S), FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting
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Easting 342720

Northing 1012650

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description

Site Number 499

Site Name HATSTON AIRFIELD

Type of Site AIRCRAFT HANGAR(S) (20TH CENTURY), DISPERSAL BAY (20TH CENTURY)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 343152

Northing 1012689

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 135.05 43230 12724, 43152 12689 and 43159 12766

One aircraft hangar bay surrounded by an earth bank survives E of the A 595 road immediately 

S of where it re-joins the new road at the NW end of the airfield. Traces of the concrete bases 

of at least two other hangar bays along with the base of a dispersal bay can be seen 

immediately to the N and E of the surviving one.

The hangar bays formed part of a group of three Mainhill or 'S' type visible on vertical RAF air 

photographs (CPE/Scot/UK 188, 4176-4177, flown 10 October 1946), which show that the 

hangar in the surviving upstanding banked bay had already been removed by this date.

None of the hangars and bays are visible on the WW II air photographs (NLA 16, 617-618, 

flown 22 June 1941).

Visited by RCAHMS (DE), August 1999

Canmore Number: 269624

Site Number 500

Site Name SAVEROCK

Type of Site CIST(S), HAMMER, HAMMERSTONE(S), VESSEL (CLAY)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 342700

Northing 1012600

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description Desk Based Assessment (17 September 1963)

Canmore Number: 2528
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Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division Revision Programme

HY41SW 2 427 126.

On 9th March 1885 at National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland (NMAS), J W Cursiter 

exhibited from his collection a - "Celt of quartz, found in a field at Saverock, St Ola, Orkney, 5 

5/8 ins long, 2 1/4 ins broad, and 1 5/8 ins thick. Near it were found the butt of a polished 

granite celt a perforated hammerhead; several small hammer stones; flint chips and fragments 

of an ornamented clay vessel. Several stone cists were destroyed in this field about twenty 

years ago.".

Information from OS (JH) 17 September 1963

Proc Soc Antiq Scot 1885.

Field Visit (5 April 1964)

Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division Revision Programme

No information could be obtained about these finds. The farmer at Saverock, HY 427 126, has 

not encountered any cists, but the possible cairn three-quarters of a mile east of Quanterness 

(HY41SW 7) may be associated with this site.

Visited by OS (GHP) 5 April 1964.
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Site Number 501

Site Name QUANTERNESS COTTAGES

Type of Site COTTAGE(S)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Easting 341670

Northing 1013090

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description

Canmore Number: 128786

Site Number 502

Site Name QUANTERNESS BATTERY

Type of Site MILITARY CAMP (20TH CENTURY)

NRHE Number

Status NRHE Entry

Canmore Number: 269708
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Easting 341696

Northing 1013202

Parish KIRKWALL AND ST OLA

Council ORKNEY ISLANDS

Description HY41SW 137.01 41696 13202

Three large conjoined corrugated iron roofed sheds are situated 100m N of Quanterness 

Cottages (HY41SW 147.01). The sheds are all that remains of a larger accommodation camp 

which is visible on a WW II RAF vertical air photograph (NLA 16, 619, flown 22 June 1941). At 

this date only one large shed had been completed, but by 1946 (CPE/Scot/UK 188, 4125-4126, 

4177, flown 10 October 1946), the other two had been put in place. At least 21 huts, mostly of 

the Nissen type, can be seen on the 1946 images, in an area between the A965 road and 

Quanterness Cottages. Of these only a few hut bases were visible.

It is not known whether this group of huts are connected with the mobile heavy anti-aircraft 

battery, which was located about 350m to the E.

Visited by RCAHMS (DE, GS), August 1999

Site Number 503

Site Name Car Ness Battery,Car Ness

Type of Site 20th Century Military and Related: Battery

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 346742

Northing 1014454

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description Canmore Record: 2477

World War One Audit of Surviving Remains

The battery at Carness was the only one on the northern side of Mainland, covering an anti-

submarine boom laid across the narrow channel known as the String, between Carness and 

Helliar Holm, off Shapinsay. The battery is supposed to have been armed with two 4-inch Quick 

Firing guns, intended to engage faster, smaller enemy vessels. Stell (2010) suggests that the 

character of some of the remains may suggest the presence of a rare First World War anti-

aircraft emplacement.

The site was used for a much larger battery in the Second World War.

Information from HS/RCAHMS World War One Audit Project (GJB) 24 September 2013.

HY41SE 51.00 centred 4679 1446

For Wellington Battery see HY41SE 52.00

HY41SE 51.01 HY 47662 14432 and HY 46766 14419 Gun-emplacements

Canmore Number: 2477
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HY41SE 51.02 HY 46758 14451 Observation post (Battery observation Post)

HY41SE 51.03 HY 46756 14430 Magazine

HY41SE 51.04 HY 46757 14416 and HY 46748 14426 Store; Building

HY41SE 51.05 HY 46863 14395 and HY 46843 14432 Searchlight battery

HY41SE 51.06 HY 46789 14371 Engine house

HY41SE 51.07 c. HY 4677 1440 Gun-emplacement

Carness Battery: Two 12 pounder gun emplacements with magazines and observation post. 

One 12 pounder was from Links Battery (HY20NE 77) and one from Balfour Battery (ND49SW 

19). There are the remains of a First World War gun emplacement at this site.

J Guy 1993; NMRS MS 810/2; WO/192/115 PRO

The World War I and II Carness Battery is situated to the E of the track leading to the head of 

Car Ness. The battery is in a relatively complete condition and includes two 12-pounder gun-

emplacements (HY41SE 51.01), Battery observation Post (BoP), (HY41SE 51.02), magazine, 

searchlight platform, store and crew shelter buildings, engine house (HY41SE 51.03-51.06) and 

the remains of a First World War gun-emplacement (HY41SE 51.07). All that remains of the 

crew accommodation camp immediately to the S are several concrete hut bases.

The battery faces NE and was built to provide artillery and anti motor torpedo defence in 

addition to Wellington Battery (HY41SE 52.00), over the approaches to the Bay of Kirkwall.

The Public Record Office (PRO), hold the gun record book (WO 192/115) for this battery and 

there is a 'plan of the fort', scale 1:1875 showing the layout of the buildings. The battery was 

manned in 1941 by 535 Regiment (PRO WO 199/2627).

Visited by RCAHMS (DE, GS, SW), August 1999

Watching Brief (28 February 2012 - 2 March 2012)

Car Ness Battery at Car Ness, Kirkwall and St Ola, Orkney KW15 1UE. A watching brief was 

maintained during the stripping of topsoil from two areas within the Scheduled Ancient 

Monument area of Car Ness Battery. A c. 50 x 50 m area was excavated, as was a c. 100 x 5 m 

track which ran to the main area from the existing access road. No finds or features of 

archaeological significance were seen apart from a truncated cable and shallow trench which 

appeared to be of WWII date and most likely associated with the nearby coast battery.

Information from Oasis (orkneyre1-122886) 18 June 2013

Project (March 2013 - September 2013)

A project to characterise the quantity and quality of the Scottish resource of known surviving 

remains of the First World War. Carried out in partnership between Historic Scotland and 

RCAHMS.
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Site Number 504

Site Name Sweyn's Castle,burnt mound ESE of Skelbist,Gairsay

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: burnt mound

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 345075

Northing 1021952

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description Canmore Record: 2670

HY42SE 1 4507 2195.

(HY 4505 2195) Sweyn's Castle (NR) (Site of)

OS 6"map, Orkney, 2nd ed.,(1900).

A mound of burnt stones.

RCAHMS 1946.

A large crescentic turf-covered mound, c3.0 m. high, composed of burnt stone and situated 

close by the sea-shore and a small freshwater loch.

Resurveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS(RL) 8 June 1967.

Field Visit (8 June 1967)

Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division Revision Programme

A large crescentic turf-covered mound, c3.0 m. high, composed of burnt stone and situated 

close by the sea-shore and a small freshwater loch.

Resurveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS(RL) 8 June 1967.
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Site Number 505

Site Name Skelbust,chambered cairn 460m NE of

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: chambered cairn

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 344943

Northing 1022370

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description Canmore Record: 2681

HY42SW 13 4494 2237.

(HY 4493 2238) Brough (NR) (Site of)

OS 6"map, Orkney, 2nd ed.,(1900).

A chambered mound, but whether sepulchral or domestic cannot be determined.

It stands on the edge of a plateau and measures about 40 ft in diameter and about 5 ft in 

height.

An unrecorded excavation has revealed the whole interior, laying bare an oblong chamber 6 ft 

7 ins long and from 21 ins wide at the north to 3 ft 3 ins at the south. The sides are carefully 

built of drystone masonry to a height of 2 ft above the floor, while the ends are formed of 

single slabs. The slabs or lintels which must have formed the roof have long since disappeared.

RCAHMS 1946.

The site is known locally as "Sweyn's Watch Tower".

Name Book 1880.

Chambered mound, as described. It is almost certainly originally a cairn (the conspicuous siting 

is characteristic), but it is possible that the unusual shaped chamber is secondary.

Surveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS(RL) 8 June 1967.

This is a cairn with an unusually large cist - ? Viking period.

Visited by OS(AA) 14 October 1972.
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Site Number 506

Site Name Quanterness, chambered cairn and prehistoric house 50m NW of

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: house; Prehistoric ritual and funerary: chambered cairn

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 341781

Northing 1012916

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of a chambered tomb of Neolithic date, into which a roundhouse was 

set in the early Iron Age. Quanterness was already disturbed when it was excavated by 

Professor Renfrew in 1972-3. He clarified the plan of the chambered tomb, as a slightly 

elongated mound concealing a rectangular chamber with six side-chambers. The main chamber 

was entered by a passage running from the E. Considerable quantities of human and animal 

bone were recovered, together with pottery and artefacts of bone and stone. At the outer end 

of the entrance passage, embedded in the mound of the cairn, was a circular structure which 

was shown after excavation to be a roundhouse of mid first millennium BC date. Quanterness 

was the first site at which this association between Iron Age roundhouses and chambered 

tomb mounds was noted, and similar results have come from other Orcadian sites since then, 

notably at Howe near Stromness. Portions of the Iron Age roundhouse, and almost the entire 

body of the cairn except for its chambers, were left intact for future reference. The area to be 

scheduled is an irregular quadrilateral, with its outer edge 10m within the inner face of the 

surrounding wall, giving maximum dimensions of 60m E-W by 45m, to include the cairn, the 

roundhouse and an area around them in which further archaeological remains are likely to 

survive, as marked in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as the location of very significant archaeological 

excavations which provided many new insights into the society and culture both of Neolithic 

and of Iron Age society. Although partly excavated, the large bulk of the site has not been 

examined, and it retains the potential to provide very important information about the known 

structures. There is a high likelihood of further structures associated with the cairn mound or 

its subsequent adaptation and modification.
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The monument is recorded in the RCAHMS as HY 41 SW 4.
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Renfrew, A. C. (1979), Investigations in Neolithic Orkney.
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Site Number 507

Site Name Helliar Holm,chambered cairn

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: chambered cairn

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number: 2402



Site Gazeteer

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 348429

Northing 1015340

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Canmore ID: 2402

HY41NE 2 4843 1534.

In the SE part of the island is a large cairn, which is certainly prehistoric, although the name is 

printed in ordinary type on the OS map. It is mainly composed of fairly large stones, and 

measures 66' by 60', with a height of about 8'. On its S side are three large stones set on end at 

irregular intervals, which have apparently formed part of a chamber, long since destroyed. The 

landmark on the top is modern.

RCAHMS 1946, visited 1928

Not visited.

A S Henshall 1963

HY 4843 1534: A chambered cairn measuring about 18.0m in diameter and 2.2m high, 

surmounted by a modern marker cairn. The tops of seven of four pairs of slabs of an 

apparently stalled chamber are visible in a central depression. Oriented NW-SE, the passage 

width between the slabs is 0.4m and the pairs of slabs are 1.7m apart. No back slab is evident, 

but the plan is reminiscent of the Orkney-Cromarty stalled cairn at the Hill of Shebster 

(ND06SW 5).

Resurveyed at 1:2500.

Visited by OS (AA) 1 October 1972

A stalled cairn, as described by field surveyor (AA) in 1972. There are indications of the top of 

drystone walling on the S side of the eastern -most compartment. (Confirmed by A S Henshall).

Visited by OS (JLD) 18 May 1981

At the prominent marker cairn on the summit of Ellyar Holm, there is a mound measuring 18m 

in diameter and 2.2m in height and containing a stalled chamber, aligned NW and SE; there are 

four pairs of dividing slabs, the third pair from the NW lacking one slab. The slabs stand 0.4m 

high above the rubble that conceals any sign of a back-slab and the position of the entrance. 

Near the top of the mound on the E side, an arc of what may be an inner revetting face is 

traceable for a distance of 1.2m.

RCAHMS 1946; RCAHMS 1987, visited July 1986.
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Site Number 508

Site Name Hall of Rendall, settlement 275m NE of and St Thomas's Kirk

Type of Site Ecclesiastical: church; Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 342507

Northing 1021003

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of a settlement mound containing one or more 

substantial prehistoric structures and associated remains; and the remains of a medieval 

church. The settlement (then termed a 'broch') and the church were first scheduled separately 

in 1957, but an inadequate area was included to protect all of the archaeological remains: the 

present re-scheduling rectifies this and combines the two smaller scheduled areas into one 

larger one.

The monument lies on the NE coast of Orkney Mainland, overlooking Eynhallow Sound. The 

site first identified as a possible broch lies on a low promontory, in a typical broch location; but 

the mostly turf-covered remains visible on the ground surface are difficult to reconcile with 

those of a typical broch. Several straight-sided features and lines of walling are visible. For 

example, there is a roughly square platform on the SW side of the mound, bounded on three 

sides by walls, which may have been for midden. Other surface indications suggest complex 

settlement remains but form no coherent pattern.

The settlement is suffering active coastal erosion, which has exposed two main areas of 

massive stone walls in the cliff section, perhaps indicative of an Atlantic roundhouse. The 

interior of the probable roundhouse (between the walls) may still contain occupation and floor 

levels. Complex extra-mural drystone walled structures are visible elsewhere in the cliff 

section, together with possible floors and extensive middens; these might be related to surface 

indications of cellular structures outwith the main building. The site is rich in artefacts, with the 

beach and cliff section routinely producing quantities of midden debris and pottery. The 

structural and artefactual evidence all suggests that the site is probably multi-period and was 

extensively occupied in prehistory. A recent geophysical survey has indicated that 

archaeological deposits extend at least 9m N of the church and about 10m inland from the cliff 

section, and that there is a substantial outwork enclosing the mound.

The remains of St Thomas's Church, known locally as 'Tammas Kirk', are located N of the 

settlement. The church is divided into two chambers, presumably a nave and chancel, with the 

nave measuring about 7m E-W by 4.3m N-S and the chancel 4.5m E-W by 3m N-S. The nave 

and chancel may have been built at different times, but the layout is indicative of a 12th-

century date. What survives of the E gable of the church has been incorporated into a later, 

now ruinous, structure. A resistivity survey in 2000 suggested that the S boundary of the 

churchyard lies c.10m from the church. Human skeletal remains are regularly recovered from 

the beach and eroding section in the vicinity of the church.

The area to be scheduled is irregular in plan, with maximum dimensions of 107m N-S by 40m E-

W, to include the church and settlement site and all the ground within the stone dyke that 

encloses all of the promontory, as marked in red on the accompanying map. The above-ground 

Canmore Number: 2679



Site Gazeteer

components of the enclosure wall are excluded from scheduling to allow for its maintenance.

Site Number 509

Site Name Bay of Meil, chapel 250m W of Holland

Type of Site Ecclesiastical: chapel

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 347953

Northing 1011704

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the grass-covered foundations of a probable chapel, sited in rough 

grazings to the W of Head of Holland, overlooking the Bay of Meil. The monument was first 

scheduled in 1964, but the documentation is faulty and an inadequate area was included to 

protect all of the archaeological remains: the present re-scheduling rectifies this.

The visible remains suggest that the probable chapel measured about 14m from WNW-ESE by 

6m transversely. The outline of a building is clearly visible as grass-covered stony mounds up to 

1m high. There are slight indications of an internal division. Nothing is known of the history of 

this site, although it is shown as 'Kirk Do' on a plan of 1845. In 1870 Dryden recorded the 

vestiges of an oblong building of local red sandstone, with walls up to 1m wide at the gables 

and entered from the S.

The area to be scheduled is rectangular in plan with maximum measurements of 30m WNW-

ESE by 20m transversely, centred on the chapel, to include the site and an area around it in 

which associated remains would be expected to survive, as marked in red on the attached map.

Canmore Number: 2434

Site Number 510

Site Name Head of Work,long cairn

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: long cairn

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 348342

Northing 1013824

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of the remains of a Neolithic chambered long cairn, a communal burial 

mound dating to approximately 4000 to 2500 BC.

The cairn is large, being almost 50m long by 13m wide. It is oriented WNW-ESE, and reaches a 

maximum height, at its E end, of 2.2m. At each end of what is basically a rectangular mound is 

a pair of "horns", the remains of protruding walls which form a courtyard at each end of the 

cairn. At the highest point the cairn has been disturbed, and shows a cavity with upright slabs, 

Canmore Number: 2431
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perhaps the top of a burial 

chamber. Along the ridge of the cairn, to the W of this, are protruding stones which may 

represent part of the original construction.

The area to be scheduled is 80m long by 50m wide, rectangular and oriented WNW-ESE, to 

include the cairn, its "horns" and an area around in which evidence of activities associated with 

its construction and use may survive, as indicated in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance for its field characteristics as a chambered long cairn 

of a type more common in Caithness than in Orkney, and for the fact that it appears to have 

been relatively little disturbed, thus affording an opportunity to examine, through excavation, 

Neolithic burial practices and the techniques of tomb construction.

References
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The monument is recorded in the RCAHMS as HY 41 SE 1.

Site Number 511

Site Name Hillock of Howe,broch

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 351191

Northing 1015987

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument consists of a large mound, probably the site of a broch. The mound is 2.5m 

high, and is oval on plan, 50m NW-SE by 40m transversely. It lies on a slight rise overlooking 

the shore, and is turf-covered. Digging many years ago revealed stone structures within it. The 

area to be scheduled is oval, 80m NW-SE by 70m NE-SW, centred on the mound, to include the 

broch itself and any outer buildings or other evidence for associated activities which may 

survive around it, as indicated in red on the accompanying map.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as a relatively rare example of a largely undisturbed 

broch mound, which has great potential to reveal, upon excavation, evidence for Iron Age 

domestic and defensive architecture, economy and lifestyle.
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The monument is recorded in the RCAHMS as HY 51 NW 5.

Canmore Number: 3097

Site Number 512

Site Name Bridge of Scuan, bridge, 350m NNE of Scuan

Type of Site
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Type of Site Secular: bridge

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 332073

Northing 1018841

Parish Birsay and Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises a stone-built bridge, its approaches and a date-inscribed stone. The 

monument was first scheduled in 1953, but the documentation neither locates the bridge 

correctly nor describes the scheduled area with sufficient precision to protect all of the 

monument: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The monument comprises the crossing of an ancient track or roadway over a westward-flowing 

burn and consists of three components: a bridge; splayed, crudely revetted, approaches on 

either side of the burn; and a dressed stone, inscribed with the date 1694, forming part of the 

bridge construction. The bridge, measuring approximately 7.5m by 3.2m, spans the burn in two 

vaults supported by a central pier. On the eastern side, the bridge is of clapper construction; 

the earthen roadway of the bridge is supported by horizontal slabs resting on pillars of 

horizontally bedded masonry that form the abutments and the central pier. On its western 

side, the bridge consists of a double arch, providing clearance to a maximum height of 

approximately 0.6m above the burn bed. Each arch springs from the rubble-supported burn 

bank. The arches abut the central pier with the point of contact being in each case, the angled 

surface of a single, triangular block, which forms the core of the pier. The masonry above the 

arches is horizontally bedded. It is clear from the point of contact between these two 

constructions that the western arches are primary. In general the masonry is rough-hewn and 

lacks mortar. The approaches on both sides of the bridge are much disturbed by cattle but 

survive as converging lines of stonework forming the kerbing for the road or track; there are 

additional skins of masonry close to the bridge abutments on the eastern side. The latter 

probably function as protection when the burn is in spate. The dated stone was moved to its 

present position, or was placed back in its original position, over the southern span on the 

eastern side of the bridge, in the 20th century. It may not date a construction phase of the 

bridge. Its eastern face, measuring 0.8m by 0.17m, has been carved with two full-face heads, 

between which is set the inscription: 'IL 1694'. The stone is now embedded in, and forms part 

of the eastern border to, the earthen road surface carried by the bridge masonry.

The area to be scheduled is a circle of diameter 35m centred on the centre of the bridge, to 

include all components of the bridge including the revetted approaches and the inscribed 

stone, as marked in red on the accompanying map extract. The post and wire fence to the 

north of the bridge is excluded from scheduling to allow for its maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as a well-preserved dry-stone bridge which displays 

two discrete phases and styles of construction and which once functioned as part of a now 

relict rural road system. The significance of the monument is enhanced by the presence, within 

the present fabric of the bridge, of a stone inscribed with the date 1694, initials and two carved 

faces. The stone cannot, however, provide unequivocal dating evidence for any particular 

phase of construction, use or ownership of the bridge, but it would not be unreasonable to 

infer from its presence that the bridge was in existence in the late 17th century.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS records the monument as HY31NW 60. The monument is listed as No 122 in the 

Orkney Inventory where the dated stone is described as possibly derived from elsewhere.
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Site Number 513

Site Name Knowe of Dishero, broch 200m SSW of The Old Manse, Gorseness

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 342579

Northing 1019984

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is a broch dating probably from the Iron Age (between about 600 BC and AD 

400). It is visible as an oval turf-covered mound standing up to 2m high, sited on a sub-circular 

platform measuring 40m across. The broch mound is located on the coast edge and 

approximately one-third of it has been lost to the sea. Within the mound a section of the 

broch's inner wall is visible on the W side, surviving to a height of 1m. The internal diameter of 

the broch tower was approximately 9m. The remains of an outer ditch survive N and SW of the 

broch, measuring up to 12m wide and 1m deep in places, and there are traces of a bank to the 

N. The broch is located above a rocky beach, overlooking the S approaches to Eynhallow 

Sound, with views to Gairsay and Shapinsay and across Wide Firth. The monument was first 

scheduled in 1936, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present 

rescheduling rectifies this.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan and includes the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction and use is 

expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically 

excludes the above-ground elements of a post-and-wire fence to allow for its maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular of Iron Age society in Orkney 

and the function, use and development of brochs. Although part of the site has been lost to the 

sea, the remaining mound is substantial and appears relatively undisturbed. Within the mound, 

the broch is likely to retain its structural characteristics to a marked degree and there is 

considerable potential for the preservation of a development sequence, including, possibly, 

earlier and later use of the site. The monument's importance is enhanced by its coastal 

location and its proximity to several other brochs and related sites overlooking the S 

approaches to Eynhallow Sound. There is high potential to study the relationship between 

these coastal brochs and their place in the landscape. The loss of the monument would 

significantly diminish our future ability to appreciate and understand the development, use and 

reuse of brochs, and the nature of Iron Age society, economy and social hierarchy in Orkney 

and further afield.
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RCAHMS record the site as HY41NW 6.

References

Armit, I 2003, Towers of the North: The Brochs of Scotland. Tempus.

Ballin Smith, B (ed) 1994, Howe, Four Millennia of Orkney Prehistory, Edinburgh, Soc Antiq Scot 

Monog Ser 9.

Ballin Smith, B 2005, 'Orcadian Brochs ' Complex Settlements with Complex Origins'. In Turner, 

V E, Dockrill, S J, Nicholson, R A and Bond, J M (eds) 2005, Tall Stories?: Two Millennia of 

Brochs, Shetland Amenity Trust: Lerwick, 66-77.

Hedges, J 1987, Bu, Gurness and the Brochs of Orkney: Part III: The Brochs of Orkney, Brit 

Archaeol Rep, Brit Ser 165, 81.

Mackie, E W 2002, The Roundhouses, Brochs and Wheelhouses of Atlantic Scotland c. 700 BC-

AD 500: Architecture and Material Culture, Part 1: The Orkney and Shetland Isles. Brit Archaeol 

Rep Brit Ser 342, 244.

RCAHMS, 1946 The Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. 

Twelfth report with an inventory of the ancient monuments of Orkney and Shetland, 3v 

Edinburgh, 266, 79, no. 265.

Ritchie, J N G 1988, The Brochs of Scotland. Aylesbury: Shire.

Site Number 514

Site Name South Aittit, church 185m NE of

Type of Site Ecclesiastical: church

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 342454

Northing 1019754

Parish Evie and Rendall

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of the former parish church of Rendall, built in 1732, 

and associated buried deposits. Earlier reports of a Norse hogback stone from the site suggest 

that this church may occupy the site of an earlier church. The upstanding 18th-century ruin 

comprises the E gable and part of the N wall, with the outline of the S and W walls traceable 

through the turf. The E gable is complete almost to wallhead height, standing approximately 

3.7m high and up to 0.8m thick; a 2m stretch of the N wall adjoins the E gable. The church is 

built of squared rubble, coursed and clay-bonded. There are red sandstone quoins on the NE 

corner and patches of plaster survive on the internal walls. The church stands within an 

associated burial ground where earlier burials, grave-markers and structural remains are likely 

to survive. The monument is situated on the NE coast of mainland Orkney, just N of the Bay of 

Hinderayre and overlooking Wide Firth at around 5m above sea level. The monument was last 

scheduled in 1953, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present 

amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is rectangular on plan to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 
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abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling specifically excludes all 19th-century and later burial plots and grave-markers and 

all burial lairs where rights of burial still exist.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance as a good example of a post-medieval parish church, 

with potentially earlier origins and associated archaeological deposits. It has the potential to 

add to our understanding of ecclesiastical history and architecture, religious worship and 

burial, as well as stonemasonry skills. The surviving ruin has inherent value as an example of 

18th-century church architecture, with potential to make a significant addition to our 

understanding of the establishment and development of a parish church. There is high 

potential for the survival of archaeological features and deposits spanning several centuries, 

such as the foundations of the church and earlier remains, as well as burials and grave-

markers, around and beneath the upstanding remains of the church and in its immediate 

vicinity. The loss of the monument would significantly affect our ability to understand medieval 

and later church architecture and religious practice in Orkney.
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Site Number 515

Site Name Groundwater, burial mounds 500m ENE of

Type of Site Prehistoric ritual and funerary: barrow

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 337507

Northing 1008722

Parish Orphir

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument comprises the remains of part of a barrow cemetery dating probably to the 

Bronze Age (between 2000 and 800 BC). At least seven or eight barrows have been recorded 

previously. Three barrows are visible today as roughly circular mounds standing 0.4m-0.5m 

high; another three are visible as slight rises in the field; and the others are likely to be 

preserved as buried remains. The barrows have been spread by ploughing and vary in diameter 
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from 5-10m. They are located in pairs or individually and loosely arranged NW-SE over a 

distance of some 160m. The three most visible barrows are the pair of barrows furthest to the 

NW and an oval barrow 130m to their SE. The pair of mounds previously recorded at the SW 

end of the group cannot be traced on the ground surface today. Antiquarian accounts report 

the presence of cists and grave goods in this area, indicating the likely presence of further 

burials. The mounds are located within improved pasture on the S shoulder of Keelylang Hill 

overlooking the Loch of Kirbister at approximately 60m above sea level. The monument was 

first scheduled in 1940, but the documentation did not meet modern standards: the present 

amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is irregular in shape to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 

abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling specifically excludes the above-ground elements of the post-and-wire fence that 

crosses the W side of the scheduled area to allow for its maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument is of national importance because of its potential to make a significant addition 

to understanding of funerary practice in the Bronze Age. Earthen barrows form an important 

and relatively widespread element of Orkney's Bronze Age landscape, and provide evidence for 

the major social and economic changes which took place during this period. The site at 

Groundwater is notable because it contains the remains of a number of burial mounds, 

forming a barrow cemetery spread across the slope overlooking the Loch of Kirbister. Despite 

the plough damage, excavation elsewhere has demonstrated good levels of preservation of 

mortuary structures and burials, as well as the presence of pottery and stone tools, beneath 

and around similar barrows. The significance of Groundwater is enhanced by its association 

with other barrow mounds and cemeteries on marginal land nearby. Our understanding of the 

form, function and distribution of Bronze Age barrows in Orkney would be diminished if this 

monument was to be lost or further damaged.
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Site Name SHAPINSAY, BALFOUR CASTLE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. A

Easting 347477

Northing 1016435

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description 1846-59. David Bryce, architect. Large rambling Scots Baronial mansion incorporating part of 

earlier Cliffdale House. 3 storeys and garret with 4-storey tower and 1-storey offices. Stugged 

ashlar. Turrets. Corbie-steps. Bay-windows. Slated roofs.

GARDEN GATE-WAY at Lady's walk: Dated 1674. Fragment of House of Sound (burned down by 

Hanoverian soldiers 1746). Round arch flanked by engaged columns and capped by armorial 

panel. Rounded pediment has monogram AB/MB and date.

Statement of Special Interest

Estate of Sound (West Shapinsay) was acquired by Buchanans from Tullochs in 17th century 

passed to Feas of Clestrain (Stronsay) 1720; to Laings of Papdale (St Ola) 1770 and later to 

Balfours of Trenabie (Westray) for whom Castle was built. Grounds laid out by Craigie Halkett 

Inglis of Cramond (Edinburgh) upgraded Category B to A, 11 October 1995.
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Site Number 517

Site Name BALFOUR CASTLE, DOVECOT

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 347857

Northing 1016197

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description 17th cent. Circular doocot on rock at shore. Flagstone. Crenellated corbelled parapet with 

corbie-stepped cap-house.

Statement of Special Interest

Unusual doocot on unusual site. Used as 'douche-house' in 19th cent.

Canmore Number: 133209
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Site Number 518

Site Name SHAPINSAY, BALFOUR CASTLE, LODGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 347844

Northing 1016356

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description c. 1850(?). David Bryce (?). Arch with mock portcullis

flanked by twin lodges. Corbelled parapet. Stugged ashlar.

FORE-COURT, bounded by walls with circular turrets. JETTY.

Canmore Number: 133218

Site Number 519

Site Name BALFOUR CASTLE, GATE PIERS

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347844

Northing 1016358

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description c.1850(?). Dressed stone piers with high pyramidal caps.

Canmore Number: 229505

Site Number 520

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 2 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347890

Northing 1016447

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century. 2 storeys (1st floor raised into roof), 2 bays. Roughly coursed rubble. Door at 

right and 1 window to ground 1 central 1st floor window with raised wallhead gable. Slate roof.

Canmore Number: 229466
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Statement of Special Interest

Balfour Village makes a B Group. Col. Balfour advocated the improvement of the island of 

Shapinsay in the mid 19th century. All houses, cottages and steadings were erected to plans 

approved by Col.Balfour.

References

Bibliography

Groome: ORDNANCE GAZETTEER SCOTLAND vol VI p 335

Site Number 521

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 3-4 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347901

Northing 1016444

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century. 2 storey, 3-bay house. Roughly coursed rubble with harled gable end. 

Entrance elevation; central door with 1 window to right, 1 window in each upper, outer bay. 

Elevation to the Green: 2 windows symmetrically placed in each storey. Coped end stacks, slate 

roof.

Statement of Special Interest

Balfour Village makes a B Group. Col. Balfour advocated the improvement of the island of 

Shapinsay in the mid 19th century. All houses, cottages and steadings were erected to plans 

approved by Col. Balfour.

Canmore Number: 229467

Site Number 522

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 5 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347906

Northing 1016452

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid to later 19th century. Single storey, 3 bay cottage with gable end to street. Harled. Central 

door, 2 flanking windows, 1 window in gable end, 8-pane glazing. Corniced end stcaks, slate 

Canmore Number: 229469
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roof.

Statement of Special Interest

Balfour Village makes a B Group. Col. Balfour advocated the improvement of the island of 

Shapinsay in the mid 19th century. All houses, cottages and steadings were erected to plans 

approved by Col. Balfour.

Site Number 523

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 6 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347906

Northing 1016459

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Circa 1850. Single storey, 3-bay cottage. Roughly coursed rubble, harl pointed. Central door, 1 

window to right, enlarged window to left. End stacks, graded slate roof.

Statement of Special Interest

Listed for group value only

Canmore Number: 229472

Site Number 524

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 9 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347905

Northing 1016488

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Circa 1850. 2 storey, 3 bay house. Rubble-built. Central entrance (modern door) flanked by 

enlarged windows, 2 small sash windows in outer, upper bays. End stacks, graded slate roof.

Statement of Special Interest

Listed for group value only

Canmore Number: 229477
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Site Number 525

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 10 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 347906

Northing 1016496

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Circa 1850. 2 storey, 3 bay house. Rubble built. Central door with flanking 8-pane sash 

windows, 3 4-pane 1st floor casement windows. End and central stacks, graded slate roof.

Statement of Special Interest

Listed for group value only

Canmore Number: 2410

Site Number 526

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 11 BALFOUR VILLAGE, SMITHY

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 347907

Northing 1016506

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Circa 1850. 2 storey, L-plan range. Regularly coursed rubble. Street elevation 3 bays, that to the 

right the gable end of the rear block with a forestair to upper entrance, 2 left bays with 

bipartites at ground raised wall head gables to upper windows. Return elevation window less 

with door in single storey lean-to addition. Crowstepped gable end to street with apex stack, 

graded slate roof.

Canmore Number: 2412

Site Number 527

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 20 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347908

Northing 1016590

Parish

Canmore Number: 229490
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Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century terrace of 2 and 3 bay, single storey cottages. Rubble-built, Nos 21 and 22 

now harled. No 13 now with blocked door and united with No 12; No 16 with blocked door; No 

20 now with various blocked openings. Ridge stacks, slate roofs.

Site Number 528

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 12 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347906

Northing 1016520

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century terrace of 2 and 3 bay, single storey cottages. Rubble-built, Nos 21 and 22 

now harled. No 13 now with blocked door and united with No 12; No 16 with blocked door; No 

20 now with various blocked openings. Ridge stacks, slate roofs.

Canmore Number: 229482

Site Number 529

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 18 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347907

Northing 1016576

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century terrace of 2 and 3 bay, single storey cottages. Rubble-built, Nos 21 and 22 

now harled. No 13 now with blocked door and united with No 12; No 16 with blocked door; No 

20 now with various blocked openings. Ridge stacks, slate roofs.

Canmore Number: 229488

Site Number 530

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 14 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status

Canmore Number: 229483
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Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347907

Northing 1016538

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century terrace of 2 and 3 bay, single storey cottages. Rubble-built, Nos 21 and 22 

now harled. No 13 now with blocked door and united with No 12; No 16 with blocked door; No 

20 now with various blocked openings. Ridge stacks, slate roofs.

Site Number 531

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 21 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347907

Northing 1016594

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century terrace of 2 and 3 bay, single storey cottages. Rubble-built, Nos 21 and 22 

now harled. No 13 now with blocked door and united with No 12; No 16 with blocked door; No 

20 now with various blocked openings. Ridge stacks, slate roofs.

Canmore Number: 229491

Site Number 532

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 15 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347906

Northing 1016547

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century terrace of 2 and 3 bay, single storey cottages. Rubble-built, Nos 21 and 22 

now harled. No 13 now with blocked door and united with No 12; No 16 with blocked door; No 

20 now with various blocked openings. Ridge stacks, slate roofs.

Canmore Number: 229484

Site Number 533

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 17 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site
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Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347907

Northing 1016560

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century terrace of 2 and 3 bay, single storey cottages. Rubble-built, Nos 21 and 22 

now harled. No 13 now with blocked door and united with No 12; No 16 with blocked door; No 

20 now with various blocked openings. Ridge stacks, slate roofs.

Canmore Number: 229486

Site Number 534

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 7-8 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 347905

Northing 1016474

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century, now substantially altered. Single storey, 5-bays modern fenestration and 

roof.

Statement of Special Interest

Listed for group value only

Canmore Number: 229475

Site Number 535

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 23 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 347894

Northing 1016609

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Mid 19th century. pair 2 storey 4 bay buildings with gable ends to road, placed behind free 

standing gate piers to Balfour Castle, in position of lodges. Both have ends with canted angles, 

Canmore Number: 229459
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corbelled to square at 1st floor.No 23 harled, No 21 roughly coursed rubble. Gable ends with 

bipartites at ground, single lights above. Irregular fenestration on side elevations frontingdrive, 

each house with 2 wallhead stacks. Entrance onelevation away from drive. Graded slate roofs.

Site Number 536

Site Name SHAPINSAY, 22 BALFOUR VILLAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 347900

Northing 1016613

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number: 2411

Site Number 537

Site Name KIRKWALL, EAST ROAD, EASTBANK HOSPITAL

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345557

Northing 1011184

Parish Kirkwall

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 538

Site Name KIRKWALL, EAST ROAD, DAISYBANK HOUSE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345438

Northing 1011179

Parish Kirkwall

Council

Canmore Number:
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Council Orkney Islands

Description

Site Number 539

Site Name KIRKWALL, BERSTANE ROAD, PARK COTTAGE

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345868

Northing 1010980

Parish Kirkwall

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 540

Site Name KIRKWALL, BERSTANE ROAD, VORESHEED

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 346055

Northing 1010834

Parish Kirkwall

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 541

Site Name KIRKWALL, EAST ROAD, AKRANES

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 345675

Northing 1011206

Parish Kirkwall

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:
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Description

Site Number 542

Site Name KIRKWALL, EAST ROAD, LILYBANK

Type of Site Listed Building

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. C

Easting 345425

Northing 1011233

Parish Kirkwall

Council Orkney Islands

Description

Canmore Number:

Site Number 543

Site Name Howen Brough, broch

Type of Site Prehistoric domestic and defensive: broch

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 331808

Northing 1019143

Parish Birsay And Harray

Council Orkney Islands

Description The monument is a broch dating probably from the Iron Age (between 600 BC and AD 400). 

The broch is visible as a substantial turf-covered mound, roughly oval in plan with a fairly flat 

summit, located on a larger platform. The central mound measures 25m N-S by 20m 

transversely and stands up to 1.75m high. There are traces of outworks in the form of a bank 

and possible ditch around part of the broch, especially to the NW. The mound is expected to 

contain the foundations of a broch tower similar to Burrian Broch some 600m to the NNE. The 

monument is located on a gentle SW-facing slope at about 20m above sea level, some 2km E of 

the Loch of Harray. It has good views, especially to the SW over the Loch of Harray. The 

monument was first scheduled in 1940, but the documentation did not meet modern 

standards: the present rescheduling rectifies this.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction and use is 

expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically 

excludes the above-ground elements of the post-and-wire fence that runs N-S across the 

centre of the monument and the above-ground elements of the post-and-wire fence that runs 

E-W along the S edge of the monument.

Statement of National Importance

This monument is of national importance because it has an inherent potential to make a 

Canmore Number: 2024
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significant addition to our understanding of the past, in particular of Iron Age society in Orkney 

and the function, use and development of brochs. This is an impressive example of a broch 

mound in a rich archaeological landscape. By analogy with excavated brochs in Orkney, this 

monument is likely to retain its structural characteristics to a marked degree and may have a 

complex development sequence: as well as the broch and its outworks, there may be earlier 

remains and later settlement around the broch, as on comparable sites. The monument's 

importance is enhanced by its probable association with Burrian Broch, situated only 600m to 

the ENE, and several other brochs in the Loch Harray area. The loss of the monument would 

significantly diminish our future ability to appreciate and understand the development, use and 

re-use of brochs and the nature of Iron Age society, economy and social hierarchy in Orkney 

and further afield.

References

Bibliography

RCAHMS record the site as HY31NW 32.
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Site Number 544

Site Name Crossiecrown

Type of Site Croft

NRHE Number

Status Historic Map Evidence

Easting 342506

Northing 1013567

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description Croft  annotated 'Crossiecrown' recorded on a plan of Quanterness by Shepherd and 

Wedderburn 1832.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 545

Site Name Crossiecrown

Type of Site Enclosure

NRHE Number
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NRHE Number

Status Historic Map Evidence

Easting 342425

Northing 1013466

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description Small enclosure recorded on a plan of Quanterness by Shepherd and Wedderburn 1832.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 546

Site Name Crossiecrown

Type of Site Enclosure/ Roofless Structure

NRHE Number

Status Historic Map Evidence

Easting 342392

Northing 1013486

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description Possible sheepfold/ roofless croft structure  enclosure recorded on a plan of Quanterness by 

Shepherd and Wedderburn 1832.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 547

Site Name Crossiecrown

Type of Site Enclosure/ Roofless Structure

NRHE Number

Status Historic Map Evidence

Easting 342463

Northing 1013448

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description Possible sheepfold/ roofless croft structure  enclosure recorded on a plan of Quanterness by 

Shepherd and Wedderburn 1832.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 548

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site
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Type of Site Lochrin

NRHE Number

Status Historic Map Evidence

Easting 341799

Northing 1013445

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description Lochrin recorded as a 'loch' on a plan of Quanterness by Shepherd and Wedderburn 1832.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 549

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Historic Enclosure

NRHE Number

Status Historic Map Evidence

Easting 341477

Northing 1013215

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description Area annotated as 'ground formerly inclosed containing 9 1/2  acres' on a plan of Quanterness 

by Shepherd and Wedderburn 1832.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 550

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Possible Linear

NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 341061

Northing 1013889

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description 	A diagonal feature consisting of two parallel lines running southeast to northwest from the 

main road (Sites 552-555) can be seen on a number of aerial photographs (Sorties: 

CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126, 10/10/1946; LEU/UK/0002, Frame 7084-7086, 

16/04/1948543/1663, Frame 274, 23/02/1962; OS/64/146, Frame 34-36, 20/08/1964; 

OS/64/220, Frame 36,25/09/1964) taken from the 10th August 1946 to the 25th of September 

1964. The northwest half of the two parallel lines become less distinct and dash like. This 

diagonal feature is probably a farm trackway, it links in with another diagonally trackway (Sites 

550 & 551) in a T-shaped formation. The second trackway runs on a southwest to northeast 

Canmore Number:
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alignment towards the sea.

Site Number 551

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Crop Mark Evidence

NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 341004

Northing 1013918

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description 	A diagonal feature consisting of two parallel lines running southeast to northwest from the 

main road (Sites 552-555) can be seen on a number of aerial photographs (Sorties: 

CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126, 10/10/1946; LEU/UK/0002, Frame 7084-7086, 

16/04/1948543/1663, Frame 274, 23/02/1962; OS/64/146, Frame 34-36, 20/08/1964; 

OS/64/220, Frame 36,25/09/1964) taken from the 10th August 1946 to the 25th of September 

1964. The northwest half of the two parallel lines become less distinct and dash like. This 

diagonal feature is probably a farm trackway, it links in with another diagonally trackway (Sites 

550 & 551) in a T-shaped formation. The second trackway runs on a southwest to northeast 

alignment towards the sea.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 552

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Cropmark Evidence

NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 341140

Northing 1013618

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description 	A diagonal feature consisting of two parallel lines running southeast to northwest from the 

main road (Sites 552-555) can be seen on a number of aerial photographs (Sorties: 

CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126, 10/10/1946; LEU/UK/0002, Frame 7084-7086, 

16/04/1948543/1663, Frame 274, 23/02/1962; OS/64/146, Frame 34-36, 20/08/1964; 

OS/64/220, Frame 36,25/09/1964) taken from the 10th August 1946 to the 25th of September 

1964. The northwest half of the two parallel lines become less distinct and dash like. This 

diagonal feature is probably a farm trackway, it links in with another diagonally trackway (Sites 

550 & 551) in a T-shaped formation. The second trackway runs on a southwest to northeast 

alignment towards the sea.

Canmore Number:

Site Number
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Site Number 553

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Cropmark Evidence

NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 341002

Northing 1013778

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description 	A diagonal feature consisting of two parallel lines running southeast to northwest from the 

main road (Sites 552-555) can be seen on a number of aerial photographs (Sorties: 

CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126, 10/10/1946; LEU/UK/0002, Frame 7084-7086, 

16/04/1948543/1663, Frame 274, 23/02/1962; OS/64/146, Frame 34-36, 20/08/1964; 

OS/64/220, Frame 36,25/09/1964) taken from the 10th August 1946 to the 25th of September 

1964. The northwest half of the two parallel lines become less distinct and dash like. This 

diagonal feature is probably a farm trackway, it links in with another diagonally trackway (Sites 

550 & 551) in a T-shaped formation. The second trackway runs on a southwest to northeast 

alignment towards the sea.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 554

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Cropmark Evidence

NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 341224

Northing 1013600

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description 	A diagonal feature consisting of two parallel lines running southeast to northwest from the 

main road (Sites 552-555) can be seen on a number of aerial photographs (Sorties: 

CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126, 10/10/1946; LEU/UK/0002, Frame 7084-7086, 

16/04/1948543/1663, Frame 274, 23/02/1962; OS/64/146, Frame 34-36, 20/08/1964; 

OS/64/220, Frame 36,25/09/1964) taken from the 10th August 1946 to the 25th of September 

1964. The northwest half of the two parallel lines become less distinct and dash like. This 

diagonal feature is probably a farm trackway, it links in with another diagonally trackway (Sites 

550 & 551) in a T-shaped formation. The second trackway runs on a southwest to northeast 

alignment towards the sea.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 555

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Cropmark Evidence

NRHE Number
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NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 341036

Northing 1013800

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Kirkwall

Description 	A diagonal feature consisting of two parallel lines running southeast to northwest from the 

main road (Sites 552-555) can be seen on a number of aerial photographs (Sorties: 

CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126, 10/10/1946; LEU/UK/0002, Frame 7084-7086, 

16/04/1948543/1663, Frame 274, 23/02/1962; OS/64/146, Frame 34-36, 20/08/1964; 

OS/64/220, Frame 36,25/09/1964) taken from the 10th August 1946 to the 25th of September 

1964. The northwest half of the two parallel lines become less distinct and dash like. This 

diagonal feature is probably a farm trackway, it links in with another diagonally trackway (Sites 

550 & 551) in a T-shaped formation. The second trackway runs on a southwest to northeast 

alignment towards the sea.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 556

Site Name Crossiecrown

Type of Site Possible Linear

NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 342200

Northing 1013788

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description 	A rough, circular feature was visible on four sorties undertaken from 10th October 1946 to 

the 28th of August 1964 (CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126, 10/10/1946; 543/1663. Frame 

274, 23/02/1962; OS/64/220, Frame 35, 25/08/1964; OS/64/146, Frame 36-38, 28/08/1964). 

Divisions and structure elements were visible; however, they were not clear enough for any 

precise plans to be made. This feature (Site 556), may relate to the Late Neolithic/Early bronze 

Age site at Crossiecrown (Sites 491 and 493) and appears to be in the form off a slight 

upstanding earthwork-like in Frames 4124 to 4126 of Sortie CPE/Scot/UK/0188 undertaken on 

the 28th of August 1964; although its outline and structure appear to be less defined.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 557

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Cropmark Evidence

NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 342227

Northing

Canmore Number:
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Northing 1013435

Parish Kirkwall and St. Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description 	A linear field boundary (Site 557) creating a triangular field bounding the modern road to the 

south is visible on two sorties taken on the 10th of October 1946 and the 25th of September 

1964 (CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126; OS/64/220, Frame 36-38). This sortie also reveals 

a circular feature that appears to be a contemporary farm pond (Site 558, immediately to the 

north of Site 557).

Site Number 558

Site Name Quanterness

Type of Site Circular feature/ possible pond

NRHE Number

Status Aerial Photo

Easting 342126

Northing 1013443

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description 	A linear field boundary (Site 557) creating a triangular field bounding the modern road to the 

south is visible on two sorties taken on the 10th of October 1946 and the 25th of September 

1964 (CPE/Scot/UK/0188, Frame 4124-4126; OS/64/220, Frame 36-38). This sortie also reveals 

a circular feature that appears to be a contemporary farm pond (Site 558, immediately to the 

north of Site 557).

Canmore Number:

Site Number 559

Site Name Balfour Castle

Type of Site Inventoried Garden and Designed Landscape

NRHE Number

Status IGDL

Easting 347228

Northing 1016649

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description A large and ambitious mid 19th century designed landscape comprised of formal gardens and 

Orkney's largest woodland which together form the integral setting of Balfour Castle. One of 

the architect David Bryce's (1803-76) first large commissions, who also remodelled the grounds 

incorporating earlier features, in collaboration with garden designer Craigie Inglis Halett.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 560
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Site Name Balfour Village

Type of Site Conservation Area

NRHE Number

Status Conservation Area

Easting 347988

Northing 1016516

Parish Shapinsay

Council Orkney Islands

Description Planned estate village.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 561

Site Name Brodgar Rural Conservation Area

Type of Site Conservation Area

NRHE Number

Status Conservation Area

Easting 330946

Northing 1012242

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney

Description Conservation Area

Canmore Number:

Site Number 562

Site Name Heart of Neolithic Orkney

Type of Site World Heritage Site

NRHE Number

Status World Heritage Site

Easting 329595

Northing 1013285

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney Islands

Description Some 5,000 years ago, the prehistoric people of the Orkney Islands began building 

extraordinary monuments out of stone. Each of the four Heart of Neolithic Orkney sites is a 

masterpiece of Neolithic design and construction in itself. But together they represent one of 

the richest surviving Neolithic landscapes in Western Europe.

The series of important domestic and ritual monuments gives us incredible insights into the 

society, skills and spiritual beliefs of the people who built the monuments.

Skara Brae is a domestic settlement whose stone walls, passageways and stone furnishings – 
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including beds and ‘dressers’ – survive to the present day.
Maeshowe, a chambered tomb, is an extraordinary example of Neolithic architectural genius. It 

was designed so that the light of the setting sun at the winter solstice focuses on the narrow 

passageway, illuminating the chamber inside.

The Stones of Stenness circle and henge is a very early example of this type of monument. The 

surviving stones are enormous, standing up to 6m tall.

The Ring of Brodgar is a great stone circle 130m across. Surrounded by a rock cut ditch, it is set 

in a spectacular natural amphitheatre of lochs and hills.

The Heart of Neolithic Orkney lies in a wider archaeological landscape rich with remains from 

Neolithic times and many later periods of Orcadian history.

Site Number 563

Site Name Ramberry Head

Type of Site Structure

NRHE Number

Status Documentary Evidence

Easting 342572

Northing 1013964

Parish Kirkwall and St Ola

Council Orkney Islands

Description The remains of a stone oval chambered structure were excvavated within 2m of the cliff edge 

at Ramberry in 2005. This structure had an internal diameter of around 4 m and was 

interpreted as the remains of a Bronze Age building although Crozier notes that the small 

pottery assemblage recovered from it dated to the Late Neolithic/ Bronze Age transition. The 

interpretation of this structure is unclear the NRHE classes it as a possible house although 

Crozier describes as a ‘passage structure’  and notes that its architecture had more in common 
with Orcadian passage graves rather than domestic architecture, although she notes that it was 

not a ‘passage grave of the same order as Quanterness, Wideford Hill or Cuween Hill’ (ibid. 
219). A possible earlier structure at this location was represented by a curved length of walling.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 565

Site Name Binscarth House

Type of Site Country House

NRHE Number

Status Listed Building - Cat. B

Easting 334836

Northing 1014221

Parish Firth

Council Orkney Islands

Description LB12734

Mid 19th century. 2-storey house with Tudor details, elevations with shallow advanced gables 

with kneeler skewputts and finials (one crow-stepped gable - may
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indicate earlier work incorporated); wall-head dormer heads similarly detailed. Stone-built, 

with ashlar dressings; small-paned sash windows; slated roofs, prominent chimney stacks with 

diamond flues. 3-bay entrance elevation, inner doorway with renaissance-style pedimented 

head, 2 narrow lights above, projecting ground floor window in gable at right.

Site Number 566

Site Name Ring of Brodgar

Type of Site Stone Circle

NRHE Number

Status World Heritage Site

Easting 329407

Northing 1013402

Parish Stenness

Council Orkney

Description  SM90042

The monument comprises all remains within the area in the care of the Secretary of State for 

Scotland at and around Ring of Brogar including a stone circle and a ditched enclosure (a 

henge) known together as the Ring of Brogar, four large burial mounds including Fresh Knowe, 

Salt Knowe and Plumcake Mound, up to a dozen small burial mounds and a stone setting 

including the Comet Stone on a platform, together with all artificial remains within the area 

around and between the visible monuments.

The area to be scheduled is the area owned by the Secretary of State for Scotland, measuring 

345.5m or thereabouts on its SW side, 366.5m or thereabouts on its NW side and 425m or 

thereabouts on its SE side and bounded on the NE by the edge of the Loch of Harray and 

elsewhere by a fence as marked in red on the accompanying map extract.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 567

Site Name Wasbister, Burial Mounds And Settlement 650m Se Of Buckan Cottage

Type of Site Burial Mounds/ Prehistoric Settlement

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 328969

Northing 1013780

Parish Sandwick

Council Orkney

Description SM7700

The monument comprises two burial mounds and a prehistoric settlement dating probably to 

the 2nd millennium BC (Bronze Age) and earlier. The burial mounds and a pair of roundhouses 

are visible as upstanding features, but most of this extensive site survives below ground and 

has been identified by geophysical survey. The monument is situated in pasture on slightly 

sloping ground below Wasbister Hill, between the Lochs of Stenness and Harray at around 1m 
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above sea level. It lies close to the Heart of Neolithic Orkney World Heritage Site, some 750m 

NW of the Ring of Brodgar. The monument was first scheduled in 1998, but the area was not 

adequate to cover the extent of the monument: the present scheduling rectifies this.

The southernmost burial mound appears to be a disc barrow. Lying on the E shore of the Loch 

of Stenness, it is a prominent, circular grass-covered mound of earth, some 15m in diameter 

and standing 0.8m high, surrounded by a ditch and external bank, about 6m wide in total with 

the bank standing 0.6m high. The northernmost burial mound lies some 275m NNW of the disc 

barrow; it measures around 8m in diameter and stands up to 0.6m high. The upstanding 

remains of a pair of adjacent roundhouses (a 'double roundhouse') lie between the burial 

mounds. The NW roundhouse is approximately 19m in diameter with wall-banks 0.6m high and 

an entrance to the SE, while the SE roundhouse is smaller at around 11m in diameter with wall-

banks 0.5m high. Several earthfast stones are present in the banks of both structures. The 

buried remains of a complex and extensive prehistoric settlement have been detected by 

geophysical survey around the upstanding houses. The geophysical results have been 

interpreted as representing: a range of stone-built structures; a series of curvilinear and 

rectangular ditches, probably representing the remains of further structures; extensive spreads 

of midden and/or occupation debris; and a range of other features, including field systems and 

enclosures. A seasonal pond towards the SE of the scheduled area is likely to preserve 

important palaeoenvironmental evidence.

The scheduled area is irregular on plan to include the remains described above and an area 

around them within which evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and 

abandonment is expected to survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The 

scheduling excludes the above-ground elements of all post-and-wire fences to allow for their 

maintenance.

Statement of National Importance

The monument has an inherent potential to make a significant addition to our understanding 

of the past, particularly the chronology, development, variety and functions of prehistoric 

settlement in the Bronze Age and earlier, and the dating and variations in form and burial 

practice of broadly contemporary burial monuments. The monument is an important 

component of the exceptionally rich archaeological landscape in the immediate vicinity of the 

Heart of Neolithic Orkney World Heritage Site. However, similar double roundhouses have 

been dated to the Bronze Age, as at Links of Noltland, Westray, and the burial mounds are also 

likely to date to the Bronze Age, suggesting that this site has high potential to make a 

significant contribution to our understanding of post-Neolithic settlement in the World 

Heritage Area, and of the relationship between settlement and the ritual and funerary 

elements of this landscape. The southernmost burial mound is particularly important as a well-

preserved example of an apparent disc barrow - a rare type of burial monument more 

commonly associated with ritual and funerary landscapes in Wessex. It has high potential to 

add to our understanding of differing forms of burial monument and practices during the 

Bronze Age. The loss of the monument would significantly diminish our ability to appreciate 

and understand the development and siting of prehistoric settlement and funerary monuments 

within the exceptionally important landscape of the World Heritage Area.

References
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Other information

RCAHMS records the monument as HY21SE 3 and 18.
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Site Number 568

Site Name Bookan, Chambered Cairn 300m SSE Of Buckan Cottage

Type of Site Chambered Cairn

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 328652

Northing 1014123

Parish Sandwick

Council Orkney

Description  SM1243

The monument is a burial cairn of Orkney-Cromarty type, dating from the Neolithic period 

(fourth to third millennium BC). It is visible as a roughly circular grass-covered mound, 

approximately 16m in overall diameter and standing up to 1.2m high. The cairn was partly 

excavated in 1861 and re-excavated in 2002 and much of its internal structure is still visible ' a 

central passageway, with upright slabs and the compartment spaces. The cairn has two major 

phases of construction. The original tomb was oval in shape and measured approximately 7m 

by 5m. After it had fallen into disrepair, it was incorporated into a larger cairn around 16m in 

diameter and 'monumentalised' by the addition of three concentric stone revetments. A 

passageway, 2m long by 0.5m wide, enters the cairn from the SSE. It leads to a central 

chamber, 2m long by 1.4m wide. There are five side chambers symmetrically arranged around 

the central chamber, all of which are 1.3m long by 0.9m wide. The cairn is situated on a gentle 

SE-facing slope at approximately 25m above sea level, overlooking the Ness of Brodgar. The 

monument was originally scheduled in 1938, but the documentation did not meet modern 

standards: the present amendment rectifies this.

The scheduled area is circular on plan, 30m in diameter, centred on the monument. The 

scheduling includes the remains described above and an area around them within which 

evidence relating to the monument's construction, use and abandonment is expected to 

survive, as shown in red on the accompanying map. The scheduling specifically excludes the 

top 30cm of the surface of the farm track to the NW of the cairn and the above-ground 

elements of all post-and-wire fences to allow for their maintenance.

Canmore Number:

Site Number 569

Site Name Ring of Bookan,chambered cairn 180m SW of Bookan

Type of Site Chambered Cairn

NRHE Number

Status Scheduled Monument

Easting 328341

Northing 1014502

Parish

Canmore Number:
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Parish Sandwick

Council Orkney

Description SM1370

HY 2834 1450) The Ring of Bookan (NR)

Annotation on (undated) OS map.

Childe states that the Ring of Bookan is a Class II henge monument but Feachem believes only 

that "its ditches betoken a relationship, even if of an attenuated nature, with henges ...", while 

Henshall states clearly that it is a chambered tomb of Maes-Howe type.

The central, denuded area measures 146 ft by 124 ft and the ditch is 44 ft wide and 6 ft deep.

R W Feachem 1963; A S Henshall 1963; RCAHMS 1946; V G Childe 1962.

The Ring of Bookan is generally as described and planned above. The central area, enclosed by 

the ditch, measures 42.6m. E. to W. by 41.0m. transversely and contains several earthfast 

stones set on edge, and also two circular features, purpose unknown. The ditch has been 

almost ploughed out on the east side and is there just traceable as a slight ridge in a pasture 

field. The size of the ditch, and its close similarity with that at Maes Howe (HY31SW 1), suggest 

that the Ring of Bookan is most probably a chambered cairn.

Resurveyed at 1/2500.

Visited by OS (RB) 27 April 1966

The interpretation of the Ring of Bookan, the final site of this group lying 1.6km NW of the Ring 

of Brodgar (HY21SE 1), is not at all certain; what survives at present is a broad flat-bottomed 

ditch, rock-cut in part, enclosing a flat area measuring about 44.5m by 38m. The ditch itself is 

about 13.5m across and at least 2m in depth. The width of the ditch is certainly greater than 

the two henge monuments already discussed (Ritchie 1985), and its depth, though less than 

that of the Ring of Brodgar, is comparable to the Stones of Stenness. There is, however, no sign 

of a causeway across the ditch, although the E side has been obscured by ploughing, nor is 

there any trace of an outer bank, but the cultivated ground now comes up to the edge of the 

ditch. Placed eccentrically within the ditch there is an irregular mound and a number of stones, 

one of which appears to be earth-fast, but it is not altogether clear whether or not these are 

the remains of a cairn. Certainly on the surviving evidence the interpretation of the site as a 

Maes-Howe type tomb finds less favour with the writer than that as a henge monument with a 

series of internal stone settings or a cairn. The internal area of the Ring of Bookan is closer to 

that of the Stones of Stenness (44m in diameter) than that of Maes Howe (76m by 60m); 

clearly only excavation can solve the problem.

A Ritchie 1985.

The 'John O'Groat Journal' in 1849 mentions that the stone circle was being used by druids as a 

place of worship.

M Howe 2006


