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Appendix 6.3 – Viewpoint Selection 

The selection of the viewpoints was undertaken by a landscape architect following a site survey to identify most 
find publicly accessible areas which are representative of the most sensitive visual receptors and from which the 
fullest and clearest visibility of the proposed development occurs.  OPEN also considers the direction and 
distance of the viewpoints relative to the Proposed Development to ensure a good spread where visibility arises, 
as well as considering the underlying landscape characterisation, in order that the viewpoints are also 
representative of impacts on landscape character. 

Guidance on viewpoint selection is presented in ‘Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Third 
Edition’ (GLVIA3) (2013).  GLVIA3 discusses the role of ‘representative viewpoints’ stating that they are 
‘…selected to represent the experience of different types of visual receptor, where larger numbers of viewpoints 
cannot all be included individually and where significant effects are unlikely to differ – for example certain points 
may be chosen to represent the views of particular footpaths and bridleways.’ 

When OPEN write their Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) the use the viewpoints to represent the 
effects on that local area, so the assessment doesn’t just focus on visual receptors at that one point, but instead 
considers all residents, road-users, walkers etc who may be experiencing views from that local area.  This negates 
the need to have individual viewpoints at regular intervals which, as highlighted in GLVIA3 guidance, would only 
show a similar view of the Proposed Development anyway. 

Consultation was undertaken on the selected viewpoints with Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) and Orkney 
Islands Council (OIC). SNH declined to comment on the viewpoints and OIC requested additional viewpoints. 
Consideration of these requested viewpoints was undertaken, and acceptance or alteration of the viewpoints is 
as described in Table 1 below with wirelines of the OIC requested viewpoints attached. 

In SNH’s Visual Representation of Wind Farms (v2.2 2017) guidance on photography states ‘One of the most 
significant difficulties of photographing wind farms, in contrast to other types of development, is that they often 
appear on the skyline where there can be little contrast between the light-coloured turbines and a light-coloured 
sky. It is therefore essential that all baseline photographs are taken in good visibility.’  

The guidance then expands on this point with the following further detail; ‘This will generally mean clear skies, 
in suitably clear air to allow sufficient contrast between the different elements within the landscape. This is 
particularly important for long-range views where poor light and atmospheric conditions such as haze or cloud 
can reduce the clarity of the view, or for views where the turbines are predominantly viewed against the sky. In 
most circumstances, clear skies are preferred. However, in some locations, especially where the turbines will be 
predominantly backclothed, photographs taken in cloudy conditions can also be used to illustrate the effects. 
The key requirement is that the turbines are rendered with sufficient contrast against the backdrop (whether 
this is the sky or the landform).’ 

The photography presented in the LVIA figures in Volume 3 are of a sufficient quality to understand the potential 
visual effects of the Proposed Development and, combined with field work, have informed the assessment 
process. All the viewpoints lie within a 7 km radius of the Proposed Development such that none are long range 
and, therefore, avoid the additional difficulties of capturing clear views from considerable distances.  The low-
lying location of the turbines also means that in many of the views, they are back-clothed by Wideford Hill, 
making the requirement for clear skies less relevant in these examples. Furthermore, OPEN have met the key 
requirement by ensuring turbines are rendered with sufficient contrast against the backdrop to ensure the 
turbines are well-defined and clearly visible. 
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Table 1 – Consideration of Requested Viewpoints 

OIC 

No 

Viewpoint 

Location 

Grid reference Representative Applicant’s COMMENTS Applicant’s Viewpoint 

No 

1 Wideford Hill 341261 1011763 Walkers and road-users at this OS 

Viewpoint and on core path.  

The location requested by OIC is further from the 

summit / trig point in a location where the proximity 

of the masts would mean their presence would be 

over-emphasised. The Applicant proposes to keep the 

Applicant’s proposed location for VP 1. 

VP1 

2 Hatston 342669 1013209 Residents, road-users and workers at 

this nearest settlement edge to the 

Proposed Development.  

Settlement edge as defined by Orkney 

Local Development plan should be 

used instead of that proposed  

The location requested by OIC for VP2 is on a section 

of road where there is no provision to stop or park and 

only narrow verge for taking photo. 

The location proposed by the Applicant is at a junction 

– safer to stop, space to take photo safely, better 

representative of more receptors in this area. The 

assessment considers the visual effects across the 

wider route. 

VP2 

3 Hatston Pier  344044 1012971 Passengers from cruise liners and ferry  The location requested by OIC for VP3 shows views of 

the same direction and similar distance to the 

Applicant’s proposed VP2 – 900m away. Hatston Pier 

has a lower sensitivity owing to the influence of the 

industrial sheds enclosing the coastal edge. 

Represented by VP2 

4 Hatston Road 343704 1012417 Road Users, passenger for cruise liners 

etc.   

The location requested by OIC VP3 shows views of the 

same direction and similar distance to OPEN’s VP2 – 

800m away. Use OPEN VP 2 to represent this area but 

ensure assessment considers visual effects across the 

wider route. 

Represented by VP2 
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OIC 

No 

Viewpoint 

Location 

Grid reference Representative Applicant’s COMMENTS Applicant’s Viewpoint 

No 

4a A965 341154 1013081 Road Users The VP requested by OIC is on a section of road where 

there is no provision to stop or park. The Applicant 

proposes to use a VP taken from northern side of 

Quanterness Cairn to represent views from this area. 

This has been added as VP12.  

VP12 

5 A965 to west of 

Quanterness 

339215 1012385 Road-users on A965 and residents in 

rural area. Main Kirkwall -Stromness 

Route  

The location requested by OIC for VP5 is on section of 

road where there is no provision to stop or park. 

The Applicants proposed VP3 is at a layby where it is 

safe to stop and park and representative of road-users 

with static view and therefore more susceptible to 

effects of Proposed Development. The assessment 

considers the visual effects across the wider route. 

VP3 

6 Kirkwall 

Harbour 

344930 1011239 Visitors to town, road-users in town, 

residents in town, passengers on 

ferries. Conservation area  

The location requested by OIC for VP6 is partly 

enclosed by harbour buildings and slightly less of the 

Proposed Development will be visible owing to 

intervening landform. 

The Applicant’s VP4 is set on the elevated Cromwell 

Road to avoid screening by buildings and present fuller 

visibility. It also represents the more sensitive views of 

residents with a direct outlook towards the Proposed 

Development. The assessment considers the visual 

effects across the wider harbour area. 

VP4 
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OIC 

No 

Viewpoint 

Location 

Grid reference Representative Applicant’s COMMENTS Applicant’s Viewpoint 

No 

7 Finstown 336066 1013792 Residents in settlement and road-

users - Bus Stop 

The location requested by OIC for VP7 is next to the 

A966 and largely representative of transitory road-

users. 

The location used by the Applicant for VP5 is close to 

the car park and open space where locals and visitors 

stop and is therefore representative of a larger 

number of static viewers. The assessment considers 

the visual effects across the wider town area. 

VP5 

8 Hill of Heddle  335838 1012964 Road-users on rural road, residents in 

Finstown and adjacent to motor cross 

track  

The Applicant has used a VP from Cuween Cairn to be 

representative of views from this area. This has been 

added as VP13. 

VP13 

9 A966  336896 1015300 Road-users on A966 and residents in 

rural area. 

The Applicant’s proposed VP6 is further north than the 

proposed location of OIC for VP9 with the intention of 

ensuring the VPs are evenly dispersed, representative 

of landscape character and in safe places to stop. The 

assessment considers  visual effects across the wider 

rural area. 

VP6 

10 Burness Road  339278 1016998 Road-users on rural roads and 

residents in rural area. 

VP7 proposed by the Applicant is located near Bay of 

Isbister which would be representative of this rural 

area as well as the sensitive coastal basin. 

VP7 

11 Gorseness 341001 1019350 Road-users on rural roads and 

residents in rural area. 

VP7 proposed by the Applicant is located near Bay of 

Isbister would be representative of this rural area as 

well as the sensitive coastal basin. 

VP7 
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OIC 

No 

Viewpoint 

Location 

Grid reference Representative Applicant’s COMMENTS Applicant’s Viewpoint 

No 

12 Civic Amenity 

Site Cursiter 

Quarry  

337706 1012964 Users of site and road users  This location is close enough to the Applicant’s VP3 for 

it to be representative of this location. The assessment 

considers visual effect across the wider rural area. 

VP3 

13 Balfour Castle 

GDL and ferry 

terminal 

 

 

347477 1016435 Residents at Balfour Castle, residents 

in settlement and ferry passengers. 

The location requested by OIC for this VP is at the ferry 

terminal is obstructed by the intervening walls which 

surround Balfour Castle. 

The Applicants VP8, from the front of Balfour Castle, 

presents fuller visibility of the Proposed Development. 

The assessment considers the visual effects across the 

wider area. 

VP8 

14 Carness, 

Kirkwall  

345800 1012210 Well used footpath and residence and 

road users Kirkwall 

The Applicant agrees that this would be a useful VP to 

ensure a fuller assessment. This has been added as 

VP10. 

VP10 

15 Ferry Route  345274 1015040 Passengers on ferry route The Applicant has a VP from Kirkwall to Shapinsay 

Ferry which is close to the North-West Ferry Route to 

represent both. The assessment considers the Wide 

Firth. 

VP9 

16A A961 Kirkwall 345090 1009272 A961 Main route into Kirkwall from 

East Mainland and Ferry Route -  St 

Margaret’s Hope 

The Applicant agrees that this would be a useful VP to 

ensure a fuller assessment, this has been added as 

VP11. 

VP11 

16B Berstane Loan  346159 1009845 Well used footpath and residence and 

road users Kirkwall 

The Applicant has added VP11 which will be 

representative of this location. 

VP11 
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OIC 

No 

Viewpoint 

Location 

Grid reference Representative Applicant’s COMMENTS Applicant’s Viewpoint 

No 

17  St Magnus 

Cathedral 

tower  

344944 1010868 Residents , visitors and setting of A 

listed building  

A wireline has been included as part of the cultural 

heritage assessment. 

 

 



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 1: Wideford Hill  Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  341261	E 1011763 N
Eye level: 		  210m AOD
Direction of view: 	 10°
Nearest turbine: 	 1.674 km

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 2: HatstonHorizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  342669	E 1013209 N
Eye level: 		  17m AOD
Direction of view: 	 314°
Nearest turbine: 	 0.567 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 3: Hatston Pier	Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  344044	E 1012971 N
Eye level: 		  2.5m AOD
Direction of view: 	 287°
Nearest turbine: 	 1.790 km

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 4: Hatston RoadHorizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  343704	E 1012417 N
Eye level: 		  13.2m AOD
Direction of view: 	 304°
Nearest turbine: 	 1.867 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 4a (1 of 2):  A965	Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  341154	E 1013081 N
Eye level: 		  23.5m AOD
Direction of view: 	 310°
Nearest turbine: 	 0.31 km

Wireline drawing

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

Viewpoint 4a (2 of 2):  A965	OS reference: 		  341154	E 1013081 N
Eye level: 		  23.5m AOD
Direction of view: 	 40°
Nearest turbine: 	 0.31 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 5:  A965 to west of Quanterness	Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  339215	E 1012385 N
Eye level: 		  4.9m AOD
Direction of view: 	 55°
Nearest turbine: 	 2.009 km

Wireline drawing

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

Viewpoint 6:  Kirkwall Harbour	OS reference: 		  344930	E 1011239 N
Eye level: 		  3.8m AOD
Direction of view: 	 310°
Nearest turbine: 	 3.557 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 7:  Finstown	Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  336066	E 1013792 N
Eye level: 		  4.9m AOD
Direction of view: 	 91°
Nearest turbine: 	 4.562 km

Wireline drawing

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

Viewpoint 8:  Hill of Heddle	OS reference: 		  335838	E 1012964 N
Eye level: 		  82.2m AOD
Direction of view: 	 82°
Nearest turbine: 	 4.874 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 9:  A966Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  336896	E 1015300 N
Eye level: 		  25.8m AOD
Direction of view: 	 108°
Nearest turbine: 	 3.409 km

Wireline drawing

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

Viewpoint 10:  Burness Road	OS reference: 		  339278	E 1016998 N
Eye level: 		  13.7m AOD
Direction of view: 	 144°
Nearest turbine: 	 3.409 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 11:  GorsenessHorizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  341001	E 1019350 N
Eye level: 		  60.7m AOD
Direction of view: 	 173°
Nearest turbine: 	 5.437 km

Wireline drawing

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

Viewpoint 12:  Civic Amenity Site Cursiter QuarryOS reference: 		  337727	E 1012533 N
Eye level: 		  32m AOD
Direction of view: 	 78°
Nearest turbine: 	 3.1938 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 13:  Balfour Castle GDL and ferry 
terminal

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  347477	E 1016435 N
Eye level: 		  15.6m AOD
Direction of view: 	 245°
Nearest turbine: 	 5.55 km

Wireline drawing

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

Viewpoint 14:  Carness, KirkwallOS reference: 		  345800	E 1012210 N
Eye level: 		  4.1m AOD
Direction of view: 	 290°
Nearest turbine: 	 3.693 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 15:  Ferry RouteHorizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  345274	E 1015040 N
Eye level: 		  1.5m AOD
Direction of view: 	 250°
Nearest turbine: 	 2.964 km

Wireline drawing

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

Viewpoint 16a:  A961 KirkwallOS reference: 		  345090	E 1009272 N
Eye level: 		  59.5m AOD
Direction of view: 	 325°
Nearest turbine: 	 5.127 km



Baseline photograph This image provides landscape and visual context only

Wireline drawing

Viewpoint 16b:  Berstane LoanHorizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

OS reference: 		  346159	E 1009845 N
Eye level: 		  69.1m AOD
Direction of view: 	 311°
Nearest turbine: 	 5.399 km

Wireline drawing

Horizontal field of view: 	 90° (cylindrical projection)
Principal distance 	  	 522 mm

Viewpoint 17:  St Magnus Cathedral towerOS reference: 		  344944	E 1010868 N
Eye level: 		  9.6m AOD
Direction of view: 	 311°
Nearest turbine: 	 3.813 km


